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RESULTS

INTRODUCTION
HIV epidemic meets COVID-19 pandemic

• As of 2020 at least 38 million people were living with HIV 
globally, more than two-thirds of PLHIV being in Sub-
Saharan Africa1. 

• Since December 2020, the number of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 has increased in Sub-Saharan Africa2, where 
health systems are ill equipped to treat surges in the need 
for hospitalization, mechanical ventilation and intensive care 
services associated with severe COVID-19. 

• Identifying groups of people who are susceptible to severe 
COVID-19 and death from COVID-19 is a priority, as these 
groups may need additional protections and prioritization for 
vaccination against COVID-193,4. 

• There are indications that people living with HIV (PLHIV) 
may be one such vulnerable group due to persistent 
immune-suppression5.

• There is conflicting evidence about the risk of mortality and 
severe disease due to COVID-19 in people living with HIV 
(PLHIV).
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