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ABSTRACT Photovoltaic (PV) faults such as partial shading, bypass-diode defects, degradation of PV
modules, and wiring issues greatly affect the power output and cause various peaks in P-V curves of a PV
system. Although, commonly used Total-Cross-Tied (TCT) scheme in PV arrays is considered instrumental
for reducing power losses there lies a great scope to evaluate power extraction through reconfiguration of
modules with different PV materials. This paper presents detailed investigation of power extraction using
number placement reconfiguration method under numerous faults. PV power extraction is carried out and
compared with three different interconnections of PV modules, including series-parallel (SP), bridge-link
(BL) and TCT. In order to conduct a thorough investigation and better evaluate the performance of PV
arrays, we have studied reconfiguration of PV modules with polycrystalline and copper indium gallium
selenide (CIGS) PV technologies. In addition, this paper contains detailed quantification of the impact of
the studied PV faults on power grid. The results obtained in MATLAB/Simulink demonstrate that CIGS PV
technology performs better than polycrystalline in terms of power output during different faulty conditions.
It becomes evident from the presented results that optimal reconfiguration of PV arrays can increase
the power extraction from PV system with reduced number of P-V peaks. Hence, leading to improved
performance of the PV system.

INDEX TERMS PV system, PV fault analysis, reconfiguration method, PV technologies, power grid.

I. INTRODUCTION
Significant rise in the advancement of photovoltaic (PV)
technology has been witnessed worldwide during the recent
years despite its high susceptibility to numerous faults such as
partial shading, wiring losses, disconnection of PV modules,
defects in bypass diodes and hot spot heating [1]–[3]. All such
faults can cause multiple peaks in P-V characteristic curve
leading to degraded performance of the PV arrays [4].

Many studies have been conducted to quantify the impact
of partial shading on PV system’s output power and power
losses [5]–[9]. Authors in [10], [11], studied the impact of
shading on two different PV technologies including thin film
and crystalline. The previous research shows that crystalline

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and
approving it for publication was Anisul Haque.

PV technology has less tolerance towards shading conditions
and can cause significant power losses due to the former’s
low efficiency [12]. Nonetheless, there is a great opportunity
to investigate different approaches for improving fault toler-
ance and to extract maximum power from PV arrays under
different faulty conditions. Authors in [13]–[17] adopted
static topologies with reconfigurations algorithms to optimize
power generation from PV arrays under non-uniform shad-
ing. A comprehensive reconfiguration algorithm is presented
in [18], [19] to increase peak power but the given method-
ology requires many sensors, employs complex switching
matrix for a relatively small PV array, which not only make
the control circuitry and design complicated to implement
but also increases the cost. Most of such reconfiguration
algorithms investigate the faults’ impact for only shading
conditions. Thus, further research is needed to investigate
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TABLE 1. Literature review with identification of research gaps.

suitable methods for maximum power extraction under above
mentioned fault scenarios through optimal placement of PV
modules. A number placement method has been employed
in the literature for analyzing the impact of shading with
different topologies, [20]–[22].

Authors in [22] have applied competence square (CS)
method for power maximization from PV arrays through
physical relocation of PV modules. PV module reconfigura-
tion through physical relocation has gained attention in the
recent years due to its less cost and relatively simple circuit-
rythan reconfiguration through complex switching matrix.
Different shade dispersion techniques have been investigated
in literature like optimal TCT, Sudoku and optimal Sudoku to
address partial shading faults [23]–[32]. All those techniques
have been mainly aimed to minimize the shading impact
through defining specific number pattern. It was established
that partial shading can be minimized by sudoku method at
the cost of increased wiring losses. Author in [31] have used
optimal sudoku method to decrease shading losses through
overcoming the demerits of simple sudoku method but its
analysis is limited to specific shading patterns. Shading dis-
persion (SD) physical array relocation (PAR) technique for
maximum power extraction has been reported in [32] for
partially shaded PV arrays but this technique reduces row
shading through removing shaded modules in a row. Detailed

literature review with identified research gaps is presented
in Table 1.

In this research paper, a reconfiguration method (RM) of
number placement is applied through altering the position of
PV modules without changing the adopted interconnections
of PV modules. The presented relocation method is used for
maximizing the generated peak power (PP) under various
fault scenarios. The relocation method is compared with
three considered interconnections including Series-Parallel
(SP), Bridge-Linked (BL), and Total-Cross-Tied (TCT). This,
research work aims at computation and comparison of the
performance of PV arrays though minimizing power losses,
reducingmultiple peaks in characteristic curve and improving
the performance of power grid under different fault scenarios.
Polycrystalline and CIGS PV technologies are considered for
an in-depth analysis of the adopted methodology. The CIGS
PV is a thin film material which is not widely used as com-
pared to polycrystalline material. Therefore, it is worthwhile
to consider the impact of faults with the adopted procedure
on CIGS PV technology. It is found that the reconfigured PV
array with CIGS materials is helpful in increasing the peak
power.

Following are key contributions of this research paper:
(1). Minimization in power losses of PV array is achieved

by adoption of reconfiguration method under various
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fault scenarios. It should be noted that in the litera-
ture, the impact of different faults on reconfigured PV
array with altering placement methods is not studied
meticulously. Only the impact of shading is studied in
the literature. The performance of the adopted recon-
figuration method under short circuit faults is also
investigated in this paper, which is not reported in the
literature [20]–[32].

(2). Day-to-night transition fault is considered as a special
case in which multiple faults are analyzed during
the transition. The reconfiguration through suitable
square matrix selection is not given due attention for
analysis of multiple faults under shading conditions in
the literature.

(3). Importantly, impact of all the studied faults on the
power grid is well examined in this paper, which is
not detailed in the previous works [20]–[32].

(4). The reconfiguration method is analyzed with CIGS
thin film technology under various fault scenarios,
which is not available in the literature.

(5). Different reconfiguration techniques like sudoku,
optimal TCT, optimal sudoku, SD-PAR etc. [20]–[32]
have only analyzed partial shading patterns in a
PV array but this algorithm has not only been
implemented under multiple faults scenario but also
considered different PV technologies with different
configurations.

The paper is organized as follows: System modeling of PV
array under different faults and its grid connection is given in
Section II. Current estimation and reconfiguration algorithm
for considered PV array is deatiled in Section III. Simulations
of the developed PV model with detailed discussion and
anaylysis are given in Section IV. The paper is concluded in
Section V.

II. SYSTEM MODELING
In this section, mathematical modeling of the studied PV
array is presented for analysis of non-linear behavior of
PV system during different fault scenarios. This section
also explains different topologies of PV modules, and
brief description of the investigated PV faults and the
grid-connected PV system.

Different types of PV cell modeling techniques including
five parameter model for single diode and seven parameters
for double diode model are widely used in the literature. Five
parameter model is chosen for this study in which a single
solar PV cell is connected as a current source in parallel to
the diode as shown in Figure 1, [35]. Where, shunt resistance
is denoted by Rsh, and Rs shows series resistance. The value
of n is taken close to 1 as an ideality factor. Referring to
Eq. (1) and Eq. (2), Isc represents short circuit current and
T denotes operating temperature. STC stands for Standard
Testing Condition. The value of Tr represents reference tem-
perature, which is 25◦C. The coefficient of Isc is expressed
as ki 1000W/m2. Nsr and Npa represent number of intercon-
nected series and parallel cells respectively. Energy band gap

FIGURE 1. Equivalent cell modeling of a single PV cell.

of a semiconductor is represented by Ego. The output current
of the PV module is represented by Ipvm as given in Eq. (1)
which is light generated current of crystalline module. Voc
and Isc are represent open-circuit voltage and short-circuit
current respectively as given in Eq. (2) and Eq. (3), [35].

Ipvm = Npa × ([Isc + ki(T − Tr )]GSTC )

−Npa × Io ×

exp
 V

Nsr
+

Ipvm×Rs
Npa

n× Vt

− 1


−
V × Npa

Nsr
+ Ipvm × Rs

Rsh
(1)

Isc = Npa

(
ISTC
GSTC

× GR + ki(T − TSTC )
)

(2)

Voc = Nsr (VSTC + kv(T − TSTC )+ Vt × ln

 Isc/Npa
ISTC


(3)

where, ISTC and VSTC represent current and voltage at STC,
resepctively. GR is the received irradiance in W/m2. kV is
the coefficient of open circuit voltage. The thermal voltage
is characterized as Vt .

Solar arrays can be made up of PV cells with p-n homo-
junction (crystalline silicon) and p-n hetero-junction (CIGS).
The homojunction solar cells like monocrystalline and poly-
crystalline PV cells follow the principle of superposition
as light current can be expressed as uncorrelated sum of
its diode current and constant photocurrent. On the other
hand, hetero junction cells do not comply with superposition
principle and may not be accurately described from the five
parameter model. Authors in [39], [40] used a physics based
model for heterojunction solar arrays for CIGS PV technol-
ogy which computes irradiance and temperature dependent
current-voltage parameters of PV array. Jph or Iph(CIGS) repre-
sent the photocurrent due to photogenerated carriers of CIGS
as given by Eq. (4). This current component depends upon
irradiance and the applied voltage.

A CIGS cell consists of a zinc oxide (ZnO) window layer
with wide band gap cadmium sulphide (CdS) buffer layer,
stacked on top of CIGS absorber layer. The light generated
current by CIGS is denoted by JL or Ipv(CIGS) as given
in Eq. (5) [39], [40]. Voc represent open circuit voltage
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FIGURE 2. (a) TCT topology, (b) BL topology, (c) SP topology.

and Q is ideality factor of CIGS as presented in Eq. (6).

Jph = Jsc
1

1+ αce
qβ(V−Vbi)

kT

(4)

JL = Jph + J0(e
qV
NkT − 1)+

(
Gshunt × V+IOshunt × V γ

)
(5)

Voc = Q.
kT
q
. ln

(
Jph
Jo

)
(6)

where, ‘αc’ is the ratio between diffusion velocity and
thermionic emission velocity. Voltage partition factor is
denoted by ‘β’ which is assumed to be temperature inde-
pendent [39]. GShunt and IOShunt are the prefactors of linear
and nonlinear shunt current, respectively, and γ is the power
index of log shunt current. Value of V γ denotes voltage
with consideration of power index of log shunt current. Jo
depends weakly on temperature and illumination which is
diode saturation current for CIGS. Totally built in voltage of
p-n junction Vbi is 0.6 V - 0.8 V. This physics based analytical
model of CIGS solar array can help in development of basic
understanding about the reliance of non-linear parameters of
solar array on irradiance and temperature.

A. PV FAULTS SENARIOS
The studied faults include partial shading fault, bypass diode
failure under shading, bridge fault under shading condition,
bridge fault, and combined impact of short circuit, open cir-
cuit, bypass diodes defects and module mismatch faults. All
the considered faults are thoroughly analyzed on polycrys-
talline and thin-film CIGS PV technology with three differ-
ent interconnection topologies including Series-Parallel (SP),
Bridge Linked (BL) and Total Cross Tied (TCT) as shown
in Figure 2. SP is a commonly used topology in which PV
modules are connected in series and parallel formwhile BL is
a form of SP connection with more internal connections than
that of SP, and in TCT toloplogy all the modules are closely
tied together with more interconnections than SP and HC
interconnections. The considered fault scenarios are shown
in Figure 3.

Different types of the studied faults are as follows:
1) Partial shading fault (F1): It is a module mismatch

fault which is analyzed under non-uniform shading pattern
as shown in Figure 3.

2) Bypass diode failure under shading (F2): Defects of
bypass diodes including reversal of connection and short cir-
cuit of bypass diode is analyzed under non-uniform shading
in this fault scenario.

3) Bridge fault under shading condition (F3): Short circuit
among different PV strings develop bridge fault. It is analyzed
under non-uniform shading.

4) Bridge fault (F4): In this fault scenario, individual bridge
fault is analyzed. Impact of bridge fault on a PV array without
partial shading is analyzed in this fault scenario.

5) Combined impact of faults (F5): In this scenario, com-
bined impact of all the faults including short circuit, open
circuit, bypass diodes defects and module mismatch due to
shading is analyzed. Combined impact of faults also includes
a special case of day to night transition fault in whichmultiple
faults are considered under partial shading condition.

The impact of all considered cases of faults are also
analyzed on power grid. Block diagram of grid connected
PV array is shown in Figure 4, in which considered PV array
is connected to 25 kW grid model through inverter and dc-
to-dc booster. The employed MPPT controller takes value of
Vpv and Ipv from the PV panel to track peak power through
adjustment of duty cycle by changing level of voltage V,
[33], [34]. The level of voltage will change in the same
direction as of the power increase. The dc-to-dc booster is
integral for increasing the voltage after extracting D control
pulses through MPPT [35].

III. ROW CURRENT ESTIMATION
Assessment of performance of the adopted interconnections
and reconfiguration method (RM) is performed through
computation of current equations. The equations for a row
current at STC is represented with Im as the module cur-
rent. As we know that sudden decrease in current due to
harsh environmental conditions can decrease output power
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FIGURE 3. Considered faults in PV array.

FIGURE 4. Block diagram of grid-connected PV system.

significantly. The adopted reconfiguration method through
physical relocation of PV modules does not only compensate
the sudden decrease of current due to fault occurrence but
also optimize the power peak with minimization of multiple
peaks in the curve. Algorithm of the developed scheme is
shown in Figure 5.

I =
(

GR

GSTC

)
× Im (7)

IR1 =
((

4×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
1×

700
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
1×

1000
1000

× I1n

))
= 3.7I1n (8)

IR2 =
((

3×
400
1000

× I1n

)(
2×

700
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
1×

1000
1000

× I1n

))
= 3.6I1n (9)

IR3 =
((

2×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
1×

700
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
3×

1000
1000

× I1n

))
= 4.7I1n (10)

IR4 =
((

2×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
4×

1000
1000

× I1n

))
= 5I1n

(11)
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FIGURE 5. Algorithm of the developed scheme.

The estimated current for row 5 ‘IR5’and row 6 ‘IR6’ is
computed in Eq. (12) and Eq. (13) as follows:

IR5 =
((

3×
400
1000

× I1n

)(
3×

700
1000

× I1n

))
= 3.3I1n

(12)

IR6 =
((

3×
400
1000

× I1n

)(
3×

700
1000

× I1n

))
= 3.3I1n

(13)

The estimation of row current is considered important for
PV module mismatch fault. Row current estimation helps to
evaluate difference between each row current. The difference
between estimated values of row current shows the amount of
shade dispersion. It is know that sudden decrease in current
occurs due various faults under partial shading conditoins
leading to significant power losses. The row current for
6 × 6 PV array without reconfiguration is caluculated using
Eq. (7), [22]. The estimated value of current of all rows before
reconfiguration is computed using Eq. (8) to Eq. (13).

A reconfiguration method (RM) of number placement is
adopted to optimize the PV performance under different fault
scenarios as shown in Figure 6.

The PV modules are optimally placed through this num-
ber placement method. Irradiance is uniformly poised by
adoption of this method and the impact of faults is signifi-
cantly reduced. The estimation of row current is performed
for adopted procedure in next section to assess the perfor-
mance of the adopted interconnections and the reconfigu-
ration method. The reconfiguration technique prevents the
sudden difference and decrease in current through physical
relocation of PVmodules and helps to achieve global maxima
and optimize the overall performance of PV system. Sudden
difference in row currents due to change in irradiance is
evident from all the presented values.

A. RECONFIGURATION OF PV ARRAY
Number placement of a square matrix is performed in this
study. A puzzle square pattern is followed which uses a num-
ber placement [22] that positions the modules in a specific
pattern. Positioning refers to arrangement of PV modules in
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FIGURE 6. Array arrangement before and after reconfiguration of PV array.

series parallel connection. Important considerations to recon-
figure the PV array are as follows:

11 refers to position of PVmodule at first row and first col-
umn and is continued so. The first repositioning of modules
is a random optimal choice and any position can be allotted
to the first module over entire array dependending upon the
fault condition. The subsequent number i.e. 12 will follow
the structure of L shape and its updated position will be 55 as
indicated in Figure 6. The detailed steps of reconfiguration
are also elaborated in layout of developed scheme. If any
number encounters oversteps i.e. m> 6 then resume the series
from the next row an second column. If any column limit i.e.
n > 6 is exceeded then resume the series from the second
column with the next row position. Each module is shuffled
with this method. The estimated current for row 1&2 i.e.
IR1 and IR2 after applying reconfiguration method (RM) to
minimize the difference between currents are computed using
Eq. (14) and Eq. (15) respectively.

IR1 =
((

1×
500
1000

)(
3×

700
1000

)(
1×

1000
1000

)
×

(
1×

400
1000

)
× I1n

)
= 4I1n (14)

IR2 =
((

1×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
1×

700
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
2×

1000
1000

× I1n

)(
2×

400
1000

))
= 4I1n (15)

The current value for row 3, i.e. IR3 and row 4, i.e. IR4 is
computed in Eq. (16) and Eq. (17) as follows:

IR3 =
((

1×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
1×

700
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
2×

1000
1000

× I1n

)(
2×

400
1000

))
= 4I1n (16)

IR4 =
((

2×
500
1000

× I1n

)(
2×

400
1000

× I1n

)
×

(
2×

1000
1000

× I1n

))
= 3.8I1n (17)

The computed current for row 5 ‘IR5’and row 6 ‘IR6’ is
estimated in Eq. (18) and Eq. (19) as follows:

IR5 =
((

2×
500
1000

)(
2×

700
1000

)(
1×

1000
1000

)
×

(
1×

400
1000

))
× I1n = 3.8I1n (18)
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TABLE 2. Parameters of the studied PV modules.

FIGURE 7. P-V curve under fault free operation.

IR6 =
((

2×
500
1000

)(
2×

700
1000

)(
1×

1000
1000

)
×

(
1×

400
1000

)
I1n

)
= 3.8I1n (19)

The RM procedure decreases the sudden difference between
current values as shown from the above equations. The row
currents computed after reconfiguration show small and neg-
ligible changes in the current values under module mismatch
faults which will help minimizing the impact of faults. This
evaluation will be further validated by simulation results. The
obtained results are analyzed and discussed in next section.

IV. SIMULATIONS
A Simulink model of a 6 × 6 PV array under various faults
is developed to study the performance of PV array under

considered fault scenarios. This 6 × 6 PV array is mod-
eled in MATLAB with a single PV module of 225 Watts.
The specifications of the considered PV module are given
in Table 2. A fault free operation of 6× 6 PV array at STC is
considered for finding the maximum power peak. Total peak
power generated in fault free operation is 8.1 kW as shown
in Figure 7.

A. PARTIAL SHADING FAULT (F1)
Non-uniform shading pattern is analyzed with the three dif-
ferent interconnections during this fault as shown in Figure 8.
The computed parameters of PV model under ‘F1’ secanio
is given in Table 3. Sudden multiple power peaks appeared
in the curve due to sudden decrease in current. The peak
power reduced from 8.1 kW to 4.6 kW in TCT, 4 kW in
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FIGURE 8. P-V curve under partial shading fault ‘F1’ (polycrystalline).

TABLE 3. Computations of PV model under partial shading fault (F1).

BL and 3.98 kW in SP with multiple peaks in the curve.
After applying RM, the peak power increases to 5.01 kW in
polycrystalline PV module. The results further improved for
the CIGS thin film material as shown in Figure 9.

It is evident that CIGS performs better than polycrystalline
and improves power peak with 4.9 kW in TCT, 4.25 kW
in BL and 4.2 kW in SP interconnection. The adopted RM
procedure improves the performance with increase in power
peak to 5.2 kW. It can also be observed that TCT performs
better than that of BL and SP topologies. The power loss
further minimized after suitable positioning of PV modules,
and the multiple peaks are reduced with ceratin increase in
the peak power.

B. BYPASS DIODE FAILURE UNDER SHADING (F2)
Defects of bypass diodes including reversal of connection and
short circuit of bypass diode is analyzed under non-uniform
shading as shown in Figure 10 and 11 which demonstarte that

power is reduced to 3.6 kW in SP, 3.56 kW inHC and 3.64 kW
in TCT interconnection. The computed values of PV model
under ‘F2’ case is given in Table 4.

It is seen that more peak power is achieved in BL intercon-
nection than SP and TCT interconnection through adoption
of CIGS PV technology but multiple peaks appear in both
SP and BL interconnections which is not desirable. TCT
interconnection reduces the number of peaks but decreases
the power output. The adoption of RM not only increases
the peak power but also reduces number of peaks in both
polycrystalline and CIGS material.

C. BRIDGE FAULT UNDER SHADING CONDITION (F3)
Impact of bridge fault under non-uniform shading is analyzed
in this fault scenario. TCT interconnection performs better
than other interconnections in terms ofminimization of power
losses. Figure 12 and Figure 13 show that the maximum peak
power (MPP) increases from 3.1 kW in SP, 3.4 kW in TCT
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FIGURE 9. P-V curve under partial shading fault ‘F1’ (CIGS).

FIGURE 10. P-V curve for bypass diode faults under partial shading ‘F2’ (Polycrystalline).

and 3.39 kW in BL with polycrystalline PV. The multiple
peaks disappeared after applying RM with increase in power
to 4.05 kW. The computed values of PV model under ‘F3’ is
given in Table 5.

D. BRIDGE FAULT (F4)
The results of bridge fault ‘F4’ are shown in Figure 14 and
Figure 15. It becomes evident that SP interconnection out-
performs the other interconnections with minimization of
power losses. The maximum peak power (MPP) decreases
from 5.75 kW in SP, 5.4 kW in TCT, and 5.7 kW in BL with
polycrystalline PV. The CIGS PV produces 5.8 kW in TCT,
6.15 kW in BL and 6.3 kW in SP, whereas RM produces

approximately the same power peak as SP interconnection i.e.
3.6 kW. It is found that the RM procedure cannot minimize
power losses of PV array during bridge fault as there are no
multiple peaks in its power-voltage curve. However, appli-
cation of RM algorithm certainly optimizes the performance
of PV arrays by minimizing sudden decrease in the current
which may not be achieved in F4 as the bridge fault (F4) does
not produce multiple peaks in its characteristic curve. Thus,
the proposed algorithm has the ability to effectively minimize
the impact of multiple faults and shading conditions where
sudden decrease in the current develops multiple peaks in the
characteristic curve. The computed values of PVmodel under
‘F4’ is given in Table 6.
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FIGURE 11. P-V curve for bypass diode faults under partial shading ‘F2’ (CIGS (TF)).

TABLE 4. Computation of PV model for bypass diode failure under shading (F2).

TABLE 5. Computation of PV model for bridge fault under shading (F3).

E. COMBINED IMPACT OF FAULT (F5)
Impact of all the faults is analyzed in this case for perfor-
mance evaluation of the applied algorithm under the stidied

faults scenarios. It is found that the power reduced from 8 kW
to 3.1 kW in SP, 3.23 kW in HC and 3.33 kW in TCT as
shown in Figure 16 and Figure 17. The power is optimized
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FIGURE 12. P-V curve for bridge fault under shading ‘F3’ (polycrystalline).

FIGURE 13. P-V curve for bridge fault under shading ‘F3’ (CIGS(TF)).

after applying RM from 3.33 kW to 3.45 kW with multiple
peak minimization. It becomes visible that thin film (CIGS)
performs better than crystalline PV array in this scenario and
generates single global peak in P-V curve. The computed
values of PV model under ‘F5’ are given in Table 7.

It may be noted that CIGS PV accomplishes better under all
fault scenarios thanmonocrystalline PVmaterial according to
P-V curve analysis in terms of maximum power generation.
The impact of thin film and monocrystalline PV in adopted
interconnections on the performance of the power grid is also
analyzed to make the presented investigation more inclusive.

F. IMPACT OF PV FAULTS ON POWER GRID
In this sub-section, the impact of all considered faults on
power grid is analyzed. The operation of the developed

system is analyzed under STC for fault free operation as
shown in Figure 18.

The MPP starts regulating through varying duty cycle
after enabling MPPT at nearly 3100ms. Nearly 8kW MPP is
tracked with a tracking time of approximately 3200 ms and
continues to track MPP till the end under nominal condition
i.e. 1000 W/m2 and 25◦C. This MPPT procedure improves
peak power but it is not efficient enough to track global
peak in a shifting environment. Installation of overcurrent
protection devices (OCPD) in PV systems are helpful in
clearing fault but multiple faults have small current losses
under shading conditions which cannot be detected easily.
The adopted methodology invloves reconfiguration method
for SP, BL and TCT interconnections. It is seen that peak
power gets reduced from 8 kW to 3.6 kW under non-uniform
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FIGURE 14. P-V curve for bridge fault ‘F4’ (polycrystalline).

FIGURE 15. P-V curve for bridge fault ‘F4’ (CIGS).

shading ‘F1’ of polycrystalline PV arraywith SP interconnec-
tion. Power output increases from 3.6 kW to 3.8 kW on BL
interconnection. The TCT arrangement optimizes the peak
power to 4.0 kW and 4.5 kW after applying RM procedure
withMPPT enabled at 3000ms. The CIGS PV array performs
better than polycrystalline and increases tracked MPP from
3.9 kW to 4.0 kW in BL interconnection. The peak power
increases from 3.6 kW to 3.9 kW in SP interconnection. The
TCT arrangement optimizes the peak power from 4.0 kW to
4.4 kW. Peak power of approximately 4.8 kW is achieved
after applying RM procedure with enabled MPPT at 3000ms
as shown in Figure 19 and Figure 20.

The bypass diode fault under shading ‘F2’ with polycrys-
talline PV array reduced tracked MPP from 8 kW to 3.4 kW,
and 3.3 kW in SP and BL interconnections respectively. The
TCT arrangement gives approximately same peak power as
SP i.e. 3.4 kW. The peak power increased from 3.4 kW to
3.8 kW after applying RM procedure. The CIGS PV array
performs better than polycrystalline and increases peak power
from 3.4 kW to 3.7 kW in BL and 3.3 kW to 3.6 kW in
SP interconnection respectively. Approximately 3.5 kW peak
power is achieved under TCT arrangement. The peak power
increased from 3.5 kW to 4.1 kW after applying RM as
depicted in Figure 21 and Figure 22.

VOLUME 8, 2020 47631



A. Ul-Haq et al.: Computation of Power Extraction From Photovoltaic Arrays Under Various Fault Conditions

TABLE 6. Computations of PV model for bridge fault (F4).

FIGURE 16. PV curve for combined impact of fault ‘F5’ (polycrystalline).

TABLE 7. Computations of PV model for combined impact of fault (F5).

The bridge fault under shading ‘F3’ with polycrystalline
PV array reduces MPP from 8 kW to 3.0 kW and 2.6 kW
in BL and SP interconnections respectively. The TCT

arrangement optimizes the peak power to 3.3 kW and 3.7 kW
after applying RMprocedure after enablingMPPT at 3100ms
and continues to tracked decreased power until end due to
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FIGURE 17. PV curve for Combined impact of faults ‘F5’ on CIGS (TF).

FIGURE 18. Power grid under STC (1000W/m2 and 25◦C).

FIGURE 19. Impact of partial shading ‘F1’ on power grid (polycrystalline).

introduced fault. The CIGS PV array performs better than
polycrystalline and increases peak power from 2.6 kW to 3.5
kW in SP interconnection. Peak power increases from 3.0 kW

to 3.5 kW in BL interconnection. The TCT arrangement
enhances the peak power to 3.84 kW and 3.9 kW after apply-
ing RM procedure as evident from Figure. 23 and Figure. 24.
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FIGURE 20. Impact of partial shading ‘F1’ on power grid (CIGS).

FIGURE 21. Impact of bypass diode failure under shading (F2) on power grid (polycrystalline).

FIGURE 22. Impact of bypass diode failure under shading ‘F2’ on power grid (CIGS).

The bridge fault ‘F4’ in polycrystalline PV array decreases
peak power from 8 kW to 4.7 kW and 4.5 kW in BL
and TCT interconnections respectively. The SP arrangement

gives the peak power up to 5.19 kW and remains unchanged
after applying RM procedure. The CIGS PV array per-
form better than polycrystalline and increases tracked MPP
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FIGURE 23. Impact of bridge fault under shading ‘F3’ on power grid (polycrystalline).

FIGURE 24. Impact of bridge fault under shading ‘F3’ on power grid (CIGS).

FIGURE 25. Impact of bridge fault ‘F4’ on power grid (polycrystalline).

from 4.5 kW to 5.23 kW, and 4.85 kW in BL and TCT
interconnection respectively. The SP arrangement opti-
mizes the peak power to 5.3 kW and 5.37 kW after
applying RM procedure as depicted in Figure 25 and
Figure 26.

The combined fault ‘F5’ with polycrystalline PV array
reduces MPP from 8 kW to 3.2 kW and 3.0 kW in BL and
SP interconnections respectively. The TCT arrangement opti-
mizes the peak power to 3.3 kW and 3.6 kW after applying
RM procedure.
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FIGURE 26. Impact of bridge fault ‘F4’ on power grid (CIGS (TF)).

FIGURE 27. Combined impact of fault ‘F5’ on power grid (polycrystalline).

FIGURE 28. Combined impact of fault ‘F5’ on power grid (CIGS).

The CIGS PV array performs better than polycrystalline
and increases tracked peak power from 3.2 kW to 3.4 kW
and 3.56 kW in BL and SP interconnections respectively.

The TCT arrangement enhances the peak power to 3.7 kW
and 3.8 kW after applying RM procedure as revealed in
Figure. 27 and Figure. 28.
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TABLE 8. Comparison of the studied interconnections in PV array.

It becomes evident that application of the reconfiguration
method optimizes the overall system performance through
increasing peak power with minimization of multiple peaks
as given in Table 8.

It is established that CIGS PV material maximizes power
generation and gives higher efficiency than crystalline PV.
It is pertinent to mention that ocuurance of fault on one PV
cell in CIGS PV module does not affect the generated power
of the remaining cells of the module. On contrary, the whole
PV module working is affected upon any fault occurrence in
polycrystalline PV. Thus, CIGS PVyields higher power under
faulty conditions.

V. CONCLUSION
In this study, a reconfiguration method is adopted for opti-
mizing the performance of PV array under different fault
scenarios. The reconfigured PV array is compared with three
different PV interconnection schemes including SP, BL, and
TCT. It is found that adoption of RM can increase power
generation of a non-uniformly shaded PV array under the
considered faults. In addition, a comparison of polycrystalline
and CIGS PV materials in terms of power generation is also
presented. It is found that CIGS PV material can yield more
power output than polycrystalline under the introduced faults
with less severe impact on the power grid through an increase
in the tracked MPP. The obtained results clearly demonstrate
that output power can be increased through reconfiguring of
PV modules under developed multiple fault scenarios which
is a major contribution of this research, and the adoption of
thin film PV material can minimize the power losses with
optimized performance of power grid under the studied fault
conditions. It is also clearly shown that application of the

presented reconfiguration method significantly improves the
performance of PV system under all fault scenarios.
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