
Preser ving And Improving Tradit ional  Bui l t 
Environments  In Doha: The Case Of Old-
Mushaireb Area

D ue to rapid urbanizat ion dur ing the past  few decades , Doha has  witnessed the disappearance of 
s ignificant  areas  of  i t s  t radit ional  bui l t  environment that  were replaced by modern mega rea l-estate 
developments , publ ic  bui ldings  and projects . More tradit ional  bui l t  environments  are  threatened to be 
demolished and disappear  to  pave the way for  new projects  and developments . D ue to their  increased 
land value and strategic  locat ions, the most  threatened areas  are  the ones  located in the old c i t y  center. 
There i s  a  need to preser ve these  environments  because they represent  an impor tant  s tage in the 
development of  the countr y  and the histor y  of  i t s  people.  
This  paper  presents  s trategies  and proposals  to  preser ve and improve one of  Doha's  unique tradit ional 
bui l t  environments . A group of  graduate  s tudents  f rom the Master  of  Urban P lanning and Design 
program at  Qatar  Univers i t y  carr ied out  an in-depth study of  one of  the threatened tradit ional  bui l t 
environments  in Doha as  par t  of  Urban P lanning Legis lat ion course  requirements . The area , known 
as  Old-Mushaireb, located near  the under  construct ion Msheireb Downtown Doha and the renovated 
tour is t ic  at tract ion Souq Waqif, was  the res idence of  many old Qatar i  famil ies . I t  has  a  s trategic  locat ion 
in the hear t  of  Doha surrounded by main roads, namely ; the A-Ring Road, Wadi  Musheireb Street  and 
Abdul  Aziz  Bin Ahmed Street . I t  contains  large number of  t radit ional  houses , histor ica l  and modern 
bui ldings . The per imeter  of  the area  i s  occupied by mixed-use bui ldings  constructed af ter  the discover y 
of  oi l . The hear t  of  the area  contains  large number of  t radit ional  houses  occupied by low income migrant 
workers . Each house i s  occupied by a  large number of  indiv iduals  with no adequate  hygienic  nor  l iv ing 
condit ions . The narrow streets  and old faree js  are  in a  deter iorated condit ion lacking proper  pavement 
and sewerage system. Many bui ldings  are  e i ther  abandoned, deter iorated or  neglected with no proper 
maintenance. The condit ion is  not  acceptable  nei ther  for  the poor  workers  nor  for  the unique tradit ional 
bui l t  environment and houses  that  are  deter iorat ing rapid ly  and are  on the verge of  col lapse. 
The a im of  this  project  was  to  s tudy the area  and introduce legis lat ion to preser ve and enhance the 
qual i t y  of  the bui l t  environment that  would consequent ly  enhance the human exper ience and use 
of  space. The goal  was  to  make the area  a  nat ional  and tour is t  at tract ion represent ing a  s tage in 
the physica l  evolut ion of  the bui l t  environment in Doha. Another  object ive  was  to  ensure  a  qual i t y 
exper ience in an attract ive  her i tage place  that  would respect  a l l  age groups us ing a  susta inable  approach. 
The area  was  sur veyed and documented apply ing urban planning and des ign methods and pract ices . The 
team members  analyzed the area  and a  proposed a  preser vat ion and improvement s trateg y that  addresses 
the fol lowing components : 1)  histor ica l  preser vat ion, 2)  safety  and secur i t y, 3)  chi ldren, 4)  terr i tor ia l i t y, 
5)  senior  c i t izens , 6)  walkabi l i t y  and 7)  s treets  and parking. The study provides  a  model  for  a 
comprehensive  s trateg y to improve and preser ve tradit ional  bui l t  environments  that  represent  impor tant 
s tages  of  Doha's  urban development.
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