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SUMMARY

The Effect of Sex and Teaching Experience
on Jordanian Teachers’ Attitudes Toward
the Importance of Social Studies
(An Experimental Study)

The purpose of the study was to answer the two following questions:

1. Are there statistically significant differences (< = 0.05) between
teachers’ attitudes toward the importance of social studies, due to the sex
factor?

2. Are there statistically significant differences (< = 0.05) between
teachers’ attitudes toward the importance of social studies, due to the
teaching experience factor?

A sample of (151) social studies teachers was randomly selected from seven
educational offices in Irbid Educational District. Since there were only nine
female teachers in the sample who have ten or more years as teaching
experiences, equal numbers were randomly selected in each cell, according
to teachers sex and their teaching experiences.

The instrument that has been used in this study, was developed by Sa’adeh in
1983, in order to measure attitudes toward the social studies. The instrument
of measurement consisted of (14) different aspects of the social studies, and
(142) items. Only two aspects have been chosen for the purposes of the
study, with (30) items. The two aspects were: (1) The general importance of
the social studies, and (2) The special importance of the social studies. The
instrument has been distributed to a jury of (23) persons, who were
specialized in education and social studies. '

The researchers collected and tabulated the data. Two-Way Analysis of
Variance (2x3) was used to compare sex and experience of teachers. All
hypotheses of the study have been accepted. The calculated “F” ratio
indicated that there were no statistically significant differences (< = 0.05)
between teachers (male and female) according to the three levels of
experiences (less than 5 years, 5-9 years, and 10 years or more) on their
attitudes toward general and special importance of the social studies. It was
also found that there was no statistically significant interaction (< = 0.05)
between sex and teaching experience of teachers, on their attitudes toward
general and special importance of the social studies.

The statistical results indicated that attitudes of teachers toward social studies
were similar, which means that factors influencing the formation of teachers
attitudes were the same.
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The statistical results also indicated that there were no significant differences
between male and female teachers according to their teaching experiences.
Those results were due to the number of classroom time alloted to the social
studies in the school schedule, or to the weakness of teachers background
toward the social studies concept.

So, the two researchers recommended conducting other studies that
investigate the effect of the social studies concept on teacher attitudes, and
the rank of the social studies compared with other fields of the school
curriculum.
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