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The present report deals with six native mammalian species to be recorded for the first time 
from Qatar. They belong to the following orders: Insectivora, Lagomorpha and Rodentia. 
None of these species is endemic to Qatar. 

1. Order Insectivora 
Family Erinaceidae 

Paraechinus aethiopicus pectoralis Hauglin, 1861. 

One female specimen was captured on the 3rd of February 1980 from El-Wabrah, about 40 Km 
on the road to Dokhan, West of Doha, Qatar. The animal had the following measurements in 
millimetres: Total length: 242.0, Tail 19.0: Hind foot: 33, Forearm: 45 and Ear 48. 

Cheesman and Hinton (1924) recorded specimens of P. aethiopicus from Southern Hasa in 
Saudi Arabia. Morrison-Scott (1939) collected specimens from Taif in the same country. Wassif 
and Hoogstraal (1954) and Setzer (1957) recorded specimens from the vicinity of St. 
Katherine's Monastry and near Feiran oasis in Sinai. Harrison (1959) recorded a dead specimen 
from the Syrian desert and Hatt (1959) recorded it from Baghdad. Harrison (1964) mentioned 
that specimens belonging to this species were collected from Muscat and deposited in the British 
Museum. 

This hedgehog extends from the Arabian Peninsula westwards through Egypt to Algeria and 
Morocco and southwards to Ashen, Sudan, Eritrea and Somaliland. It is particularly adapted to 
desert life and can survive in extremely arid regions. 

2. Order Lagomorpha 
Family Leporidae 

Lepus capensis Linnaeus, 1758. 

A single specimen was obtained from Feyearat in the North of Qatar on the 23rd February 
1980. It was a female having the following measurements in millimetres: Total length: 352, Tail: 
44, Hind foot: 83.3, Forearm: 115.1, Ear: 81.2. 

L. capensis Linnaeus 1758 is very widely distributed in Africa from the Cape in the south, to 
Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya in the north, to Senegal, Nigeria and Rio de Oro in 
the west and eastwards through the Arabian Peninsula. In the latter location, it is represented 
by one highly polymorphic species. The race found in Qatar is similar to Lepus capensis atallahi 
Harrison, 1972 which has been obtained at Issa, Bahrain Island. 
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3. Order Rodentia 
a. Family Dipodidae 

Jaculus jaculus vocator Thomas, 1921. 

A single male specimen was obtained on the 12th May, 1980 from the desert plains near Salwa 
Road, 30 Km south of Doha, Qatar. It had the following measurements, in millimetres: 

Total length: 279, Tail: 171 mm, Hind foot: 56, Forearm: 29 and Ear: 19. 

This jerboa ranges from south western Persia through the Arabian Peninsula in the east. It also 
ranges across the whole of northern Africa from Somaliland, Sudan and Egypt through Libya 
and Ashen to Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania (Harrison, 1972). 

b. Family Muridae 

Rattus rattus Linnaeus, 1758. 

Several specimens were captured from houses in Doha. It is abundant all the year round. The 
mean measurements in millimetres of 10 measured specimens wer.e as follows: 

Total length: 382, Tail: 182, Hind foot: 31.2, Forearm: 33.2 and Ear: 18.1. 

This species has a cosmopolitan distribution (Harrison, 1972). 

c. Family Cricetidae 

i. Gerbil/us nanus arabium Thomas, 1918 

Several specimens were collected near Salwa Road south of Doha to Abo Samra on the 
territories of Saudi Arabia, and from Doha - Dokhan Road. The means in millimetres of ten 
measured specimens were as follows: 

Total length: 188.2, Tail: 114.5, Hind foot: 21.5, Forearm: 20.2 and Ear: 13.4. 

This gerbil is widespread in the deserts of Qatar. It ranges from Baluchistan in the east through 
southern Iran to the Arabian Peninsula. 

ii. Gerbillus cheesmani cheesmani Thomas, 1919 

This species is widespread in the deserts of Qatar and several specimens were collected from 
Salwa, Dokhan and Feyearat Roads. The means in millimetres of ten measured specimens were 
as follows: 

Total length: 214.6, Tail: 126.3, Hind foot: 28.7, Forearm: 26.1 and Ear 12.8. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The authors are deeply grateful to H.E. Shaikh Hassan bin Mohamed Al-Thani who entrusted 
us with the hedgehog material recorded in the present paper. 

U6 



A. KAMEL et a/. 

REFERENCES 

Cheesman, R.E. and Hinton, M.A. C. 1924. On the mammals collected in the desert of Central 
Arabia by Major R. E. Cheesman between November 1923 and March 1924. Ann. 
Mag. Nat. Hist. (9) 14:548. 

Cheesman, R.E. 1964. The mammals of Arabia. I. Insectivora, Chiroptera, Primates. Benn, 
Pub. London. pps. 192 

Cheesman, R.E. 1972. The mammals of Arabia. III. Lagomorpha, Rodentia. Benn, Pub. 
London pps. 298. 

Hatt, R.T; The vertebral column of ricochetal rodents. Bull. Amer. Mus Nat. Hist., 
63:599-739. 

Morrison-Scott, T.C.S. 1939. Some Arabian mammals collected by Mr. H. St. J.B. Philby, 
C.I.E. Novit. Zool. Tring, 41: 181-211. 

Setzer, H.W. 1957. A review of Libyan mammals. J. Fg. Pub. Health Ass. 32. (2): 59. 

Wassif, K. and Hoogstrall, H 1954. The mammals of S. Sinai, Egypt. Proc. Egypt. Acad. Sci. 
9:63. 

127 



~41~ ~ .:.~~~ .:.~ .. JI ~ 

J.,S J.t J\.1:- J j.t\S ~I J.:l' 

~- J.i 41.,~ Jl-l:ll ~ ~r ~~~~ ~r ~~ ~ ~W.;ll rli 
: ~WI~~~~ Jl ~ 

· ( crliJh. ~~j ~~~1 IJ~ ' .ll:AJI ) ~l.rJ-.1 ~'jSj 
, )--1 U!):-1 ) ~},All- (~IS ~,J , ~_r.JI ~}il ) ~\.::i}il 

~.r:- t/!):-1.,, ~~J ~~J , J ;ll JfJJ , J.iiS,; cr1 .,.$~ cr1 .,.$~ 
. ( ~~ U!?.J ~_,;li 

~ .f'J- ).i 41.,, If~~ ~t J J:i If _?J; r ~li~l o.l. ~t ~ ..u., 
(WI Jl-l:l ~~·~\,;~Let.,_ ~IJ=> ~ ~J~I ~\.A..AU l> ~ ~Wjll 

. ~\.>. ~ ~.;JI o,.n}:-1 ~J 4.-~ ~ 


