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The Cognitive Study of Art, Language, and Literature
Mark Turner
English, Maryland, College Park
Tr. Ibrahim Amer

Qatar University
iamer@qu.edu.qa

Abstract:

The cognitive turn in the humanities is an aspect of a more general cognitive turn
taking place in the contemporary study of human beings. Because it interacts with
cognitive neuroscience, it can seem unfamiliar to students of the humanities, but in
fact it draws much of its content, many of its central research questions, and many of
its methods from traditions of the humanities as old as classical rhetoric. Its purpose
in combining old and new, the humanities and the sciences, poetics and cognitive
neurobiology is not to create an academic hybrid but instead to invent a practical,
sustainable, intelligible, intellectually coherent paradigm for answering basic and
recurring questions about the cognitive instruments of art, language, and literature.

Keywords:

The cognitive turn- cognitive neuroscience- Art- Language- Literature.
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(1) *'For an introduction to blending for students of art, language,
and literature, see Turner 1996 and Turner and Fauconnier
1999. For a survey of current research on blending, see Turn-
er 1999. For the technical details of the theory of blending, see
Fauconnier and Turner 1998.
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(1) A basic mental operation like blending could
not entirely escape detection. Literary cri -
ics. art historians. psychologists. rhetoricians.
linguists. and other scholars have here and
there noticed and analyzed individual blends.
There are also theoretical discussions that lean
in the direction of recognizing blending as a
basic mental operation. The most extended is
Arthur Koestler’s work The Act of Creation
(1964). which presents Carl Duncker’s blend
“The Buddhist Monk.” Fauconnier and Tur -
er (1998) in turn use “The Buddhist Monk™ as
their main heuristic example of blending. But
Koestler regards blending as exceptional and
has no theory of its structural and dynamic
operation. Except under charitable reading of
a few of his passages. he appears to mistake it
for composition of elements selected from the
contributing scenarios.
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