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Turkey and Saudi Arabia:
Aspects of Bilateral Relations

Dr. Awni Abdul Rahman Al- Sab'awi
Department of History
Faculty of Education
University of Mosul

Abstract

The present paper examines Turkey's relations with the Arab
Gulf countries and explains how historical, political and economic
Jactors delayed the establishment of these relations.

In the sixties, Turkey tried to maintain close relations with the
Arab Homeland following the 1963-1964 crisis in Cyprus. The
majority of the Arab countries, with the exception of Saudi Arabia,
did not respond positively to the Turkish move. Saudi Arabia
may be described as the first Arab Gulf State to establish good
relations with Turkey. The two countries succeeded in maintaining
and promoting political, economic, and military relations and in
investing Saudi capital in the past two decades. Turkish - Saudi
relations took a turn for the better during the Iraq - Iran War
(1980-1988) and the Gulf War of 1991. This may be attributed to
the fact the Turkey's political views and stand were in harmony
with Saudi interests in the region.

Through its relations with Saudi Arabia and the other Arab Gulf
States, Turkey is seeking ways and means to consolidate its national
economy and meet its own oil needs.
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Kemal H. Karpat; Turkey's foreign policy in transition 1950 - 1974

(Leiden - 1975), p. 121.
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Ali Thsan Bagis; "The Beginning and The Development of Economic - \A
Relations Between Turkey and Middle Eastern Countries”, p. 2.
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BaGis, Op. cit., p. 5. : il o iy

Hgh pope; Islamic Banks Forge Ahead Turkish Daily News (Ankara,
June, 20, No. 4796, 1988), p. 5.
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BaGis, Op. cit., p. 6.
M. Sakir iilkiitasir' Atatiirk ve Harf Devrimi, (Ankara, 1973), p. 50.
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Testing time for Turkey, The Middle East, june, 1986, p. 57.
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