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Al-thigal (Case Vowel Discordance): between phonetic
reality and syntactic analysis\

Abstract

The present paper tackles the crux of al-thigal “case vowel
discordance” which involves for linguistic analysis both phonology
and syntax. Althigal is considered as a learning-teaching problem
disentangling the assumed-case-marker parsing in Arabic grammar, to
which grammarians have referred since antiquity. ~ The agreement
among grammarians to categories the two discordance long waw and
ya? as vowels according to modern phonology makes each of these a
long vowel. And, since the case marker does not have a marker, the
centuries-old inherited concept of al-thigal in Arabic parsing is thus
rendered invalid. This study therefore recommends a new syntactic
analysis for both altliiqal vowels by lengthening the vowel and
shortening it for parsing the present tense verb which ends with waw
or ya, and for parsing the defective noun (which ends in waw or ya?
vowels) modified by the definite article al or by genitive construction
in nominative and dative cases.
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