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Municipal Council Elections

and Political Development in the Qatar Society

Dr. Wisam Ahmad Al-Othman
Department of Sociology
College of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Qatar

Abstract

This study concentrates on the experiment of the elections of
the Municipal Council and its role in the political development and
seeks to identify the views of the members of the Qatari Society
about the public participation embodied in these elections in addition
to investigating their opinions about the deemocratic initiatives of
the Qatari ruling authority aimed at creating democracy and freedom
of expression for the Qatari people. The study also explores the
role of some of the social and cultural factors and their effect on
the method and progress of this process. This is done by means
of a questionaire containing open questions related to the subject
of the study. The questionnaire was applied to a random samp.le
consisting of 30 male and female candidates for the elections
irrespective of their success or failure in the elections. This is in
addition to choosing another random sample consisting of 30 male
and female candidates from those who have obtained the secondary
school certificate or a higher qualification since this category is
considered the morst able to understand the requirements and
consequences of the democratic process.
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