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Towards a Linguistic Justice:

Removing Political Injustice against Arabic in the Arab Lands

Mohamed El-Moctar El-Shinqiti
Hamad Bin Khalifa University

m.shinqiti@gmail.com

Abstract:

This article tackles the ordeal of Arabic language in the Arab lands, not as a linguistic
challenge, but as a clash for power that led to the domination of Western language at
the expense of Arabic. Inspired by the theories of classical Arab thinkers on language
and power relations, and by modern theories of sociolinguistics, the article explains the
impact of bilingualism on identity and loyalty, and pleas for facing the forceful intrusion
of Western languages in the Arab cultural space, and to more inclusiveness and fairness
towards the minority languages in the Arab world.

Key terms: linguistic justice, ecology of language, language planning, linguistic
rights, linguistic ethics, linguistic pollution, linguistic wars.
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Voices of Youth and Symbolic Investments in an Urban Global-
ized World (London: Continuum International, 2010), p. 30.
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