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ABSTRACT

""Dialogue among Civilizations in Malek Bennabi's Thought™

Praise to Allah who taught by the pen, taught man that which he
knew not and may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad,
the messenger of Allah, who has been given short rich expressions
(pithiness of speech), so that his religion has been guidance for the Arabs
and the non-Arabs.

Now then,

Malek Bennabi is considered as one of the leaders of the Islamic
thought, as he is well-known person, so that he has inspired a lot of
researchers to research his thought and that made me join them in
researching his thought, whereas | chose him in my such research in order
to ask from inspiration of Malek Bennabi's thought in dialogue among
civilizations and my wish in knowing what he introduced of services for
thought and the Western literature before the Arab literature, taking
advantage of his cultural and personal experience. He is a philosopher and
engineer of civilization, as he viewed the civilization and called for solving
its problems and its role in convergence, coexistence, and dialogue with
other, therefore the title of this research is as follows:

""Dialogue among Civilizations in Malek Bennabi's Thought™

There are a lot of intellectual works of Malek Bennabi and his
intellectual formulations have been in two sides; the first one has been the
connection with Islam, its heritage as well as its approach and the second
side has been openness to other civilizations and their knowledge. The
Islamic and Western heritage and its original source are the spiritual

motivation and the establishing factor of Malek Bennabi's thought. In spite



of oldness of data and examples cited by Malek Bennabi in the period of
1950s and 1960s, | think that his view has preceded its time, as Malek
Bennabi's views were looking to the future. When we read his books in the
present, we find that his books deal with the past and at the same time deal
with what is going on in the Islamic world in the present. Today here are
his ideas in this research contribute to adopting the dialogue among
civilizations and the depth of Malek Bennabi's thought represents in getting
the Islamic world away from what it going through a period of aggravation,
obliteration, retrogression, backwardness and isolation, to the progress and
development with a humanitarian participation, and by finding practical
ways for the progress, development, and the economic and civilized
openness.

Through the previous title, the importance of this research is
highlighted, and it is represented in identifying the civilized method
through which the Muslim is transferred from negative factor and a passive
onlooker to an active player and witness in the civilized dialogue. The
genius of the nations is in their civilized presence and this is reflected by
getting rid of all the obstacles of the civilized dialogue for all parties. Then,
by shedding light on the perspectives of the forward-looking solutions in
Malek Bennabi's thought in order to find the motivations of the civilized
advancement and openness to universality and the constructive civilized
dialogue by adopting the approach and theory of Malek Bennabi and
executing his experience and adopting his future views in order for
building bridges of understanding among civilizations.

Accordingly, it comes to mind many questions about:

What are the problems of the civilized dialogue in point of view
of Malek Bennabi? How did he perceive their remedy?

Through that, many questions arise about the character of Malek

Bennabi and the most important of his books?

G



Why did Malek Bennabi care of dialogue with other, particularly the
problems of civilization and achievement of the civilized advancement?

How were the elements of the civilized dialogue represented by
Malek Bennabi and how did he adopt the solutions for the obstacles?

How did Malek Bennabi see the perspectives of the forward-looking
solutions in order to find the motivations of the real civilized dialogue and
the correct approach of the openness to universality?

The answer to these and other questions are in detail in an
introduction and three chapters.

The introduction includes the problem, the importance and goals of
the research, the previous literature about it, the approach taken in this
research, difficulties, and then the research plan.

| mentioned after the introduction an introductory chapter, which |
have made it an explanatory section of the concept of the dialogue among
civilizations. In this chapter, | have dealt the concept of the civilization in
the first topic and I have defined it linguistically and idiomatically. In the
meantime, and to come to know more about the concept of the civilization,
it has been dealt with in the Western and Islamic thought and the second
part of dissertation title which is the dialogue, giving the perception of the
concept of the dialogue, particularly the dialogue among civilizations and
presenting some scholars' sayings about it (the dialogue), then | indicated
its importance. | mentioned the reality of the dialogue among civilizations
with presenting some sayings of its supporters and discussing their views,
after that | have transferred to a side of the research which is the terms and
concepts as well as the linking of each term to the civilized enlightenment
and openness with other.

As for the first chapter, it has been entitled as the concept of civilized
dialogue in the Malek Bennabi's thought, so | began it with an overview of

Malek Bennabi's life, his most important books, the feature of dialogue and



the other in his books and his thought on the basis of his social, realistic
and intellectual experience, which has been shaped during his life in
Algeria, his experience in France and his trial to map the way to the
intended human civilization, the classification of civilizations in his
writings, and his call for dialogue with the West without any inferiority
complex, and he considered it as an effective method in order to achieve
the major goals and civilized progress with the effectiveness of man, time
and territory, and by adopting the principles of civilized thought in Malek
Bennabi's perception.

As for the second chapter, | have dealt with the elements and
principles of the civilized dialogue, and then the obstacles to the dialogue
among civilizations in Malek Bennabi's writings, and how to activate the
role of culture and acculturation in the dialogue among civilizations in
order to overcome the causes and types of the clash of civilizations that
Bennabi drew up in his writings through what he witnessed and lived by,
the Muslim's role in the civilized existence and his universal message in
order to build bridges of global understanding and participation through
understanding the multiple forms of the West.

As for the third chapter, | have dealt with how this participation and
communication between East and West, and between it and other nations
would be by opening up the perspectives of the civilized dialogue and the
forward-looking solutions set out in the Malek Bennabi's thought by
executing the idea of the Islamic Commonwealth and the Afro-asiatic idea
in order to reach the global peace and coexistence.

As for the conclusion, | have dealt with the most important results
and recommendations that | reached from this modest research, among
these results, I mentioned the following:

- Malek Bennabi is one of the leading figures of Islamic thought, who

contributed to solutions of the problems of civilization, and he



contributed to the formation of the idea of the Arab Islamic culture from
the family setting, as well as his influence by the reform movements and
the Western French culture.

- the civilization in Malek Bennabi's perception is the basic foundation for
examining the movement of history in societies and this enables us to
identify the urban and social variables and understand historical norms
in the framework of their historical movement.

- Malek Bennabi has believed that the study the experience of the other
civilizations is very important in order to overcome the civilized crisis
of the Islamic world.

- the dialogue in Malek Bennabi's thought is a humanitarian phenomenon
characterizing the human societies and he has believed that it is a
necessity for dealing between the peoples and nations, whereas it
requires the Muslim's acknowledgement of the other's existence and his
acknowledgement that the other is not less than him in his value,
whereas the dialogue is give and take and way of understanding as well
as communication among people. It also makes human open minded to
the other civilizations.

- In consideration of the events of the twentieth century, particularly in the
last third of it, as Malek Bennabi believes, the technological and digital
developments, the development of industry, as well as the modern
means of communication, a Muslim cannot live in isolation from the
movement of civilized development in the World, but he should take
the initiative to build bridges of the civilized interests among the peoples
of the World and the viable method in order to reach this would be the
dialogue among civilizations. The Corona crisis may be one of the most
catastrophic crises that have proven the obligation of communication
and participation.

- For Malek Bennabi, territory and time have great importance and he has



considered them as two important factors for building the civilization.
He has called for their utilization in the public interest within major
frameworks and the three components can be integrated only by
presence the spiritual factor (the religious idea).

- Malek Bennabi has reaffirmed the importance of the culture factor in
activating the civilized humanitarian dialogue, so he has given great
Importance to the culture and acculturation in the civilized project. The
matter of the culture is one of the most important topics which the
intellectual person should work with and any failure of society in culture
matter reflects a cultural crisis. The culture that the Islamic thought seeks
should be comprehensive humanitarian culture.

- The link between the West and the Islamic world is one of the most
Important crises that faced the efforts of reform and renovation in the
Islamic world and which caused a trouble and faltering in all of the
reform trends. Therefore, Malek Bennabi has believed the obligation of
the social, political and economic change in line with the changes that
take place in the World.

- The new thing that Malek Bennabi came is that he made civilization a
holistic and explanatory framework for a lot of issues that are examined
in Common Law without forgetting the other issues, but he made them
under the civilized prospective on the social, political and even
economic level that he has believed that the African and Asian bloc and
(the idea of the Commonwealth ) can move towards the direction of
universality by reformulating it to remain as the source and theme of raw

materials with an interest of the human element (human being).

The Research Recommendations:
- The research recommends doing researches in Christianity and Judaism

according to Malek Bennabi's view in Christianity and Judaism, as his



thought in Judaism as well as Christianity needs to more analysis
because of the possibility of linking that to the civilized dialogue from
the standpoint of a clear position of them; Judaism and Christianity are
two constituents in the Western civilization in order to draw up a clear
perception of the other in the West.

Malek Bennabi's thought is utilized in reply to the orientalists and his
classification to them, as his replies have depended on the mental
evidence and deserve more attention academically. The orientalists'
thought has an influential role in the world events and facts in the Islamic
World.

Malek Bennabi's thought should be utilized in the economic theory and
linking it to a general social essence, as the craftsman, the trader, the
teacher, the farmer, the cultured, the woman have a role in the mental,
spiritual, and manual effort in order to build a cornerstone in a new
civilization, revived by an Islamic renaissance associated with the global
civilization pattern.

Future economic plans should be drawn up in directing the trilogy of
capital, time and effort, his thought should be utilized in the capitalist
and communist criticism, which was objective criticism, and the
economic course should be assessed at the level of individuals and at the
regional level in order to adopt a balanced Islamic economic thought and
activate the idea of economic integration and cooperation between the
territories of the Islamic world.

The research recommends to adopt the pedagogical, cultural and
civilized thought of Malek Bennabi by bringing up the post civilization
human with a new curriculum or within the history in schools. The
history is taught in a way that makes the Islamic thought have the ability
of dialogue, communication, and openness to the other, the world values

in general, getting rid of the susceptibility to colonialism, and adopting



solutions to the civilized problems that Malek Bennabi has come in his

books.

(Praise is to Allah by whose grace good deeds are completed).
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