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QATAR UNIVERSITY

Foundation Program

Important Guidelines
for Students




Contact Foundation Program
help desk for any questions:

Female: +974 4403-5328/5325
Male: +974 4403-5327

E-mail: fpstudent@qu.ed.qa
Location: Our services are available from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

e Women'’s Foundation Building (D05-WFB), Room: 117
¢ Men’s Foundation Building (A06-MFB), Room: 101

Foundation Program Website:
http://www.qu.edu.ga/foundation/

Follow us on qufoundation

60
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Foundation Program-Qatar University

The Foundation Program seeks to improve students’ skills in Mathematics and English
before starting Science, Health Sciences, Engineering, Pharmacy, Medicine, and Education
(Secondary Education with concentrations in Sciences only).

What do | need to know about the Foundation Program?

e |t is a one-year experience with a provision for completion in @ maximum of two years.

e Withdrawal (W) and failure (F) in a course are counted from the two year period.

e Students must achieve a score of 70% and above to pass all foundation courses.

e Foundation Suspension status: If a student fails to finish foundation-level courses within two years, he/
she will be placed under foundation suspension. To continue into the college he/she was admitted in,
students must meet the exemption requirements* or contact Admission Department for assistance.

Foundation Program Courses
There are two departments in the Foundation Program: English and Mathematics. Below is a description
of the courses which students have to complete in this program.

Foundation English Courses
There are two levels, Elementary (001) and Intermediate (002), and each level consists of three non-
credit courses.

Level English Course Course code Hours per week
Elementary Integrated core €001 9
(001) Writing workshop w001 6
Reading workshop ROO1 6
Intermediate Integrated core €002 9
(002) Writing workshop w002 6
Reading workshop R002 6

Foundation Math Course:
There is one level that consists of one non-credit course.

Level Course code Hours per week

Elementary Algebra Math 021 4



Placement in foundation courses (ACCUPLACER)
ACCUPLACER test is one of the QU entry requirements into the foundation-level Program. It will gauge

your English and Math levels.

Why should | try to do my best in ACCUPLACER?
e [f you are able to achieve the required exemption scores*, you may not need to take Foundation

Program English and /or Math courses.

e |t will have an impact on the amount of time you will study at QU and the quality of your educational

experience.

Placement into foundation-level English courses (ACUPLACER scores)

New students are placed into two levels, Elementary (001) and Intermediate (002) in three courses
based on the ACCUPLACER ESL scores listed in the table below.

Test Section

Aggregate Score (APIC)

Reading Skills (APRS)

Language Use and
Sentence Meaning Total
(APWS)

Test score

0-268
269-399
400
0-62
63-99
100

0-146
147-224
225

English Course to be placed in

€001
€002
Exemption from IC 001 & 002

R0OO1
R002
Exemption from R001 & R002

W001
w002
Exemption from W001& W002

Placement into foundation-level math courses (ACUPLACER scores)
New students are placed into two levels, Elementary Algebra (Math 021) or Pre- Calculus (P001) based
on the ACCUPLACER scores listed in the table below.

ACUPLACER ESL
Test Section Test score Math Course to be placed in
0-81 Math 021
APL Elementary Algebra
82 Exemption from Math 021
0-94 Math P100
APL College Level Math
95 Exemption from Math P100



*Exemption from the Foundation Program Exemption from foundation Math courses:

Exemption from the Foundation English: Students will be exempted from Elementary Algebra (Math 021) or Pre-Calculus (Math P100)**
New students do not have to take foundation English courses if they achieve any of the below according to the scores described in the following table:
mentioned exemption test scores.
Required Exemption Score Test Course
Required Score Test o
) SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)
61 Internet Based (iBT) TOEFL 500 General Math component only
500 Paper Based (pBT) (Test of English as a Foreign Language) New SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Tes) MATH 021
ELTS 530 General Math component only Elementary Algebra
55 )
. . ) ACT (American College Test) -
(International English Language Testing System) 21 International /Residual™*
400 Aggregate Score
9greg " ACCUPLACER Math
100 ESL Reading Skills ACCUPLACER ESL (APL Elementary Algebra)
) 550 SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)
100 ESL Language in Use General Math component only
) ) MATH P100
570 New SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) Pre-Calculus**
General Math component only
24 ACT (American College Test)
95 ACCUPLACER Math

(APL College Level Math)

** Pre-Calculus is a credited undergraduate course (calculated in student’s GPA) for students of all
foundation-requiring academic programs. Passing rate for Pre-Calculus is 60%.
***FP only accepts ACT Residual exam carried out at Qatar University.




For inquiries about test registration and exam dates, please check the link below:
http://www.qu.edu.qa/foundation/testing_center/tests_schedule.php

Registration guidelines for undergraduate (UG) and Foundation Program courses
Students who are exempted or have passed certain foundation courses can register in undergraduate
(UG) courses.

e Students registered in BOTH Elementary Algebra and at least one English language course cannot
register in UG courses.

e Students who have finished their English courses or were exempted from them and have only the
Math course can register for 9 UG credit hours.

e The priority in registration is for foundation courses not UG courses.

e UG courses should be chosen in consultation with the Academic Advisor as per the study plan.

The number of the UG hours allowed and the courses that need to be completed are listed in the
table below.

Foundation Courses Completed / Exempted Foundation course(s) Maximum UG
from v to register in Hours allowed
C001 ROO1 WO001 €002 R002 WO002 Math 021
v v Y v v v €002 3
v v Vv Vv v R002-W002 3
v v Vv Vv v w002 6
v v v VvV v v R002 6
v v v Vv Vv Vv Math021 9
[ELTS 5.5
Math021 9

TOEFL iBT 61, TOEFL pBT 500, TOEFL CBT 173,
ACCUPLACER: APIC 400 and APRS 100 and APLU 100

Registration

e Which courses do | register in? Students will be informed by the academic advisor about their
placement in courses during New Student Orientation Days (NSO). Students must register themselves in
the courses into which they are placed in.

e To register: GO to QU “Self Service Banner”
http://mybanner.qu.edu.qa/PROD/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon

e How to register? Click on the link below to check the brochure from the Registration Department.
http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/registration/documents/studnet_registration_Materials-ar.pdf

Tuition fees
Information on tuition fees can be found on the Qatar University website:
http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/fees.php#Undergraduate_Tuition

How can | succeed in the Foundation Program?
Acquiring skills: Focus on learning new skills, not just completing a test or course.

Teacher office hours: Talk to your teachers about any questions and concerns during office hours.

Time Management: Manage your time wisely to complete assignments on time. To learn about time
management, attend workshops given by the Success Zone and the Student Learning Support Center.

Attendance: Attend every class and do not be late to avoid getting barred and failing the course.

Checking emails: Frequently check your university email and Blackboard (Bb) for current information
on workshops, events and services.

Success Zone: Visit and ask for help from the Success Zone to help enhance your English and math
skills and improve your assignments before submitting them. Attend midterm and final exam revision
sessions to improve your grades. Email: successzone@qu.edu.qa

Special Needs Assistance: Special Needs students in need of assistance can contact the Foundation
Program Special Needs liaison at Enita@qu.edu.qa


http://www.qu.edu.qa/foundation/testing_center/tests_schedule.php
http://mybanner.qu.edu.qa/PROD/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon
http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/registration/documents/studnet_registration_Materials-ar.pdf
http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/fees.php#Undergraduate_Tuition
mailto:successzone@qu.edu.qa
mailto:Enita@qu.edu.qa

How can | have fun and learn at the same time?

Fun Learning Zone/ FLAME club: Participate in the events and competitions offered to improve

English and math skills with friends while having fun.
Email: funizone@qu.edu.qa

FP Acting & Drama Society: Participate in the fun weekly acting workshops where you acquire acting

skills and practice reading and speaking English in a fun and engaging way.
Email: david.pearson@qu.edu.qa

Cultural Awareness Team: Collect Qatari Folktale stories and write them in English to be published in a

book and displayed in different locations in Doha.
Email: Jeffrey.maggard@qu.edu.qa

Contact details of Foundation Program departments:

Foundation Program Department of English:

e Location: Women'’s Foundation Building (D05) - (301)

e Tel.: 4403 5330 / 4403 5335 / 4403 5466 / 4403 5443
e Email: fpde@qu.edu.qa

Foundation Program Department of Math:

e Location: Women’s Foundation Building (D05) - (314)
e Tel.: 4403 5329 / 4403 5505

¢ Email: fmcqu@qu.edu.qa

Qatar University Testing Center

e Location: Men’s Foundation Building (A06)
e Tel.: 4403 5522

e Email: QUTCSupport@qu.edu.qa
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