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President's Speech

Fall 2012 saw a humber
of achievements as a
result of hard work and
perseverance from the
entire QU community.
This is part and parcel of
the long journey towards
fulfilling the objectives of
our Strategic Plan, and | am
proud of the commitment
of administration leaders,
faculty, staff and students
alike towards achieving
them.

The establishment of the
Arabic Language Master’s
Program and Gulf Studies
Master’s Program is one of
the important steps we have
taken to advance our vision
to elevate the importance of
the Arabic Language and
Gulf developments with the
needs of the society in mind,
and in line with the values
detailed in Qatar National Vision 2030 and the National Development Strategy 2011-2016.  The
recent Supreme Council of Education (SEC) decree to increase the number of programs that are
taught in Arabic is timely in this regard.

Among the interesting topics you will read in this magazine, | would like to highlight the Al Bairaqg
program — the high-school initiative under the Materials Technology Unit (MTU) that has engaged
over 400 students from schools in Doha in an appreciation of science, and scientific research,
innovation and discovery. The program’s popularity has grown considerably and has been
applauded by teachers, principals, parents, and industry leaders, not only for its success in
sparking students’ interest in science, but also in helping them to develop important life skills that
will enhance their academic and career aspirations.

Al Bairaqg joins the Life is Engineering Project (LIEP), QU Computing Contest, and Gasna in
getting students in Qatar in touch with the future role they will play in the country’s development
These are some of the many community outreach programs implemented at QU. Our academic
programs are designed to ensure that the community is positively impacted, and in this regard,
we place strong emphasis on volunteerism in our students’ academic and extra-curricular
activities. The “Leave Your Fingerprint” campaign for International Volunteer Day, organization
of Qatar National Day at QU, and many other community service and charitable projects,
demonstrate the growing culture of volunteerism and civic responsibility among the students.

An important highlight in our approaches to benefit the society is the support we receive from
government, business, industry, academia and civil society through the establishment of Chair
positions, strategic MOUs, academic exchanges, and research collaboration. We are proud to
be partners with individuals and groups who share our values and vision towards Qatar’s future.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the term ahead.



New Masters’ programs begin at CAS

The College of Arts & Sciences (CAS)
established three new Masters’ programs
and has been orienting prospective students
on the programs’ curricula. Admissions
applications for Gulf Studies (Spring 2012)
and for Environmental Sciences and Arabic
Language (Fall 2012) got underway at an
Open Day held at the beginning of January.

MA Arabic Language -- CAS’ most recent
post-graduate program was launched in
November 2011, following Gulf Studies in
March 2011 and Environmental Sciences in
January 2011. It was initiated as a result of a
department survey that revealed that a large
number of graduates were interested and
hopeful that such a program would be offered
at QU.

The program offers three tracks — Language,
Literature and Criticism, and Cultural Studies
and Comparison. The aim of the first track

is to build awareness of the Arabic language
and heritage; the second, to assess the
nature and quality of literary criticism and the
third, to investigate comparisons between
the diverse arts and cultures. Graduates

will be able to master critical analysis of
comparative literary phenomenon and

link it to philosophical and cultural literary
interpretation.

MA Gulf Studies -- This is the first such

in Qatar and the region, and the second in
the world. It incorporates disciplines in the
departments of Humanities, International
Affairs, and English Literature and Linguistics
which are offered at CAS. It will provide
students with an advanced interdisciplinary
understanding and in-depth knowledge of
issues related to the states of the Arabian
Gulf.  While the Program is delivered in
English, students are expected to pursue an
Arabic proficiency course.

The program covers courses relating to
heritage, society, politics, economics, media,
international relations, and the energy industry
of the Gulf States. It is primarily a full-time
course but is also offered on a part-time basis
for those currently employed.

Course titles include “Contemporary History
and Politics in the Gulf”, “Global Energy
Geopolitics”, “The Arabian Peninsula
Literature and Culture”, “Environment and
Climate Ecology”, and “Human Rights in the

Gulf States”.

The rationale behind the Program is based
on the recognition that QU can be a focal
point of excellence in the field of Gulf
Studies. Graduates will be aptly skilled in
finding solutions in Qatar and the region’s
pressing questions. They will be able to
pursue careers in culture and heritage,
finance, industry, academia, foreign affairs,
and governmental and non-governmental
organizations.

MSc Environmental Sciences - It was
designed based on the growing need for
solutions to a broad range of burgeoning
environmental issues in the country. It
addresses the need for professionals and
trained personnel who are committed to the
development of a sustainable future for Qatar.

The program’s curriculum emphasizes
advanced principles of environmental
science in areas such as conservation,
pollution, marine ecology, global climate
change, environmental law and economics,
and sustainable development. Graduates
of the program can be assured of excellent
opportunities in both the public and private
sectors, such as legal consultations, urban
planning, teaching and research, business
services, health, environment, and agriculture.



Top research awards for faculty. students
Faculty and students received top awards

in the organization’s 4th annual research
forum (QURF) held in October in which they
presented research findings and solutions to
everyday questions and problems.

The Forum, under the theme “Towards a
Knowledge-Based Economy: Partnerships to
meet national challenges”, was an opportunity
for QU researchers to showcase their
research and academic activities and engage
with colleagues in and outside the university
to share experiences and challenges.

Awards for best research poster were given
in four primary categories -- health sciences
(HS), information and communication
technology (ICT), social sciences (SS), and
environment and energy (E&E). One hundred
posters were exhibited -- 31 HS, 18 ICT, 26
SS, and 25 E&E.

The winning faculty research posters were:
“Alternation of Circadian Rhythm and
Cardiovascular Function” by Dr Hamda

Al Naemi and Hala Al-agha; “The role of
QU core curriculum program in improving
students’ academic performance, enhancing
their career development” by Prof Aisha
Fakhro, Dr Mohammed Fawzi, Prof Ali Ali, Dr
Yosif Al-Abdullah, Dr Mohamed Salim, and
Prof Hesham Azmi; “Intelligent Document
Management System for Automatic Writer
Identification” by Dr Sumaya Al-Maadeed,
Dr Abdullahi Hassaine, Dr Ali Jaoua, Dr
Jihad Alijaam, Dr Ahmed Bouridane,

Students, faculty excel at research fora

and Wael Ayoubi; “Development of new
Magnesium based AZ41 / Al2 O3-Ca Nano
composites” by Prof Abdelmagid Hamouda,
Dr Mohammed Alam, and Dr M Gupta.

First- and second-place were awarded for
student research posters in the energy and
environment, and health sciences categories
respectively.

Nasser Al-Nunu, Sam Alshormani, Dr Farid
Touati, and Dr Mohieddine Ben Ammar placed
first for their poster “Qatar University First
Generation Zero CO2 Footprint Solar Car”
ahead of the team comprising Fanda Salem,
Hind Mansoor, Hala Bargal, and Dr Sherief
Khalifa whose poster was entitled “Isolation

of Secondary Metabolites from Eucalyptus
Cama Idulensis”.

The forum proceedings also included
announcement of the winners of QU
Research Awards: 1st place: Professor of
Civil Engineering Dr Hesham Eid, 2nd place:
Professor of Social Sciences Dr Fadwa EI-
Guindi, and 3rd place: Associate Professor of
Physics Dr Abouzeid Mohammed A Shalaby.

QFRF

QU faculty and students also had big wins
at Qatar Foundation Research Fund (QFRF)
for Best Student Biomedical Research of the
Year, Best Student Energy Research of the
Year, Best Student Arts, Social Sciences,
Humanities, and Islamic Studies Research
of the Year, Best Student Poster of the Year
in Environment Research, and Best Student
Poster of the Year in Computing Research.



“Janan” has arrived !

Our new marine research vessel “Janan”
arrived at Doha port at 3:30pm on January 15
at the end of a month-long journey crossing
the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Suez
Cannel, Red Sea, Arabian Sea and through
the Arabian Gulf. The vessel was escorted
into port by a small fleet of boats from Qatar’s
Coast Guard.

A group of QU leaders -- QU President Prof
Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, VP for Research
Dr Hassan Al-Derham, VP for Institutional
Planning and Development Saif Alsowaidi,
Director Environmental Studies Center (ESC)
Dr Mohsin Al-Ansi, along with several other
QU members - was on hand at the reception
ceremony. The event was also attended by
the Director of Coasts and Border Security
Department Brigadier Ali Ahmad Saif al-
Bedaid al-Mannai, and several officers from
the Ministry of Interior.

“Janan” is named after the island located

in the western part of the Qatari peninsula.
The vessel is for use by QU’s Environmental
Studies Center to advance marine
environmental studies and research in
Qatar and the Gulf region. Itis a generous
donation presented to QU by H.H the Heir
Apparent and Chairperson of QU Board of
Regents Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa
Al-Thani to replace the outgoing vessel
“Mukhtabar Al-Bihar”.

“Janan” was built in the Vigo shipyard of
Freire, the world-famous manufacturer of
scientific research vessels in cooperation
with Qatari experts in compliance with Qatar’s
environmental conditions.

The “Janan” has an overall length of

42.8 meters, breadth of 10 meters, gross
registered tonnage of more than 600 tonnes,
maximum draught of 3.7 meters which will
allow it to reach the most shallow areas of
the Arabian Gulf, normal cruising speed

of 12.5 knots and maximum speed of 14
knots. The vessel can sail for 21 days, and
accommodate a total of 30 technical and
scientific staff.

It is equipped with two main engines,
allowing it to work near oil and gas platforms,
has the ability to function on generators
without relying on the major engines, and
contains an advanced de-positioning system
to stabilize the vessel using satellites. It has
5 sophisticated research laboratories, and
electrical generators. Facilities also include
an environment-friendly sewage treatment
unit, water desalination plant, an ER for
medical emergencies, and a diving room.



Study finds strong GCC
support for single currency

SESRI unveils findings

This very important report by the Social

and Economic Survey Research Institute
(SESRI) addressed GCC public opinion on
the proposed GCC single currency. The
discussion of a common monetary union
among the Gulf member states has been
ongoing for a number of years and gained
traction in March 2010 with the establishment
of the Gulf Monetary Council.

The Single Currency Project is of great
importance to the governments and the
citizens of member states, and while it had
political support of all participating countries,
little was known about GCC citizens’ opinions
or their awareness or knowledge of it and its
objectives. The SESRI survey was initiated
to fill that gap to know what public support or
opposition there was for the Project.

The survey found that the Project enjoys a
great deal of support from GCC citizens with
Qataris highest at 90%, followed by Saudis
(72%), Bahrainis (72%). Emiratis (59%) and
Kuwaitis (41%). The survey also addressed
questions on wider benefits of the single
currency to the GCC countries such as
fostering economic growth, contributing to
establishing a model of unification in the Arab
world, and easing trade and travel across
GCC borders.

The Institute took the lead in this public
discussion and received full support from
a wide range of partners in addressing
questions and concerns on this particularly
significant moment in the Gulf states.

The SESRI report came at the time of the

GCC'’s 30th anniversary which was observed
at QU in a first-ever forum held in the region
to commemorate the establishment of the
Council. Entitled The GCC at 30: Past
Achievements and Future Prospects”, the
event drew participants from across the Gulf
as well as from ltaly, US, and Singapore. The
forum also served to showcase QU’s newly-
established Gulf Studies Master’s program. It
was also designed to engage students from
the Department of International Affairs on the
GCC'’s political, economic and social progress
and development.

Faculty lauded

College of Engineering assistant professor
Dr Saleh Al Hazbi, and Foundation Program
lecturer Ms Nooran Adel Omara were
selected winners for best Blackboard
program designs for 2011.

The awards are part of OFID’s continued
efforts to assist all faculty members in
developing their teaching skills and to
enhance communication between students
and faculty through the use of current
scientific technologies in information systems.
The 2012 award cycle is in progress and we
look forward to further innovations from our
talented faculty.



With the view to promoting the appreciation

of scientific discovery and innovation among
youth in Qatar, QU provides 4 key programs --
Life is Engineering Project (LIEP), Gasna (Our
Gas), Al Bairag, and the Annual Computing
Contest -- that are designed to engage

high school students and encourage them
towards future studies and careers in science,
engineering, and computing.

Al Bairaq -- This program initiated by the
Materials Technology Unit (MTU) continued
its workshop series for high school students,
holding a 3-day workshop on January 1-3,
2012. Al Bairag opens up new opportunities
for understanding the effect of exposing

high school students to hands-on activities.
Al Bairag team believes that applying the
inquiry-based approach through a non-formal
educational setting would encourage students
to have a more positive attitude toward
science.

LIEP — the 3rd instalment of the project was
launched in early December 2011. Fifteen
secondary schools in Doha will participate
in the Project -- all students nominated to
participate are Qatari. These schools will be
assessed based upon exams, attendance
and interaction during workshops. 6 schools
were selected for the final race at Lusail in
February.

Engaging youth in science and innovation

Gasna -- the Open Day to launch the 4th
annual competition was held in November
2011. Teachers and students from
participating schools were briefed by the
Gasna team on competition guidelines, rules
and deadlines. The competition stimulates
students’ innovative skills and motivates them
to produce winning projects. Winners will

be announced and honored on April 21 at a
ceremony at Ibn Khaldoon Hall.

Computing Contest - in this Contest
launched in December 2011 for the fifth year,
high school students are tasked to build

and program a robot to perform certain tasks
in the most efficient and effective way in a
specific period of time. First-place winner

will receive QR10,000 in addition to the
scholarship; 2nd place QR6000 and 3rd place
QR4000. The winners will be announced at
the contest’s closing ceremony on March 31.



The organization has experienced an
increased level of academic standards,
student success and achievement, and
student enrolment over the last five years.
This was revealed by a recent survey exercise
on the developments and advancements that
emerged from the Reform Plan initiated in
2003.

Commenting on this, VP for Student Affairs Dr
Omar Al-Ansari pointed to the organization’s
adoption of international standards, along with
academic accreditation awarded a number

of its colleges, programs and units by world-
reputable accrediting agencies.

“In 2011, the mean of cumulative GPAs at
graduation is 2.8, starkly increased from 1.9 in
2005”, he said, noting that the percentage of
graduate students who obtained a cumulative
GPA of 3.5 and above has doubled over

the past 4 years. This undoubtedly proves
that our students are responding to required
standards and expectations and ready to
face challenges and commit themselves to
improvement and excellence”.

Dr Al-Ansari further noted a dramatic decline
in the number of years of study from the
date of enrolment to graduation, in that the
percentage of students completing their
studies within a period of more than 6 years,
dropped from 21% in 2007 to 12% in 2011.
“This is clear evidence that students have
become more focused and committed

and are graduating within a shorter period
than when QU academic standards were
comparatively lower”, he said.

Dr Al Ansari further pointed out that in

2007, only 14 graduate students obtained
certificates at those levels whereas in 2011,
the number jumped to 46. He explained that
strong bonds between students and their
instructors made for effective communication
between them which helped to enrich the
students’ practical and research experiences.
He noted further that for the 2010-2011
period, 250 students enrolled in QU graduate
programs, 150 of which are pursuing MAs.

Despite the increasing educational
opportunities in the country, QU remains the
first choice of Qatari students, Dr Al Ansari
stated. Itis the only national institution for

Reform Plan yields heightened student
performance and achievement

higher education, he said, adding that the
organization provides unigue learning and
research opportunities to more than 9000
students representing 85 nationalities, 60 %
of which are Qataris. The organization also
boasts an alumni network comprising more
than 40000 alumni in all sectors of the society.

Figures show that enrolment has increased
substantially with the organization recording
a total of 4755 applicant students in 2011 up
from 3210 in 2010. During the past 4 years,
the percentage of applicants increased by
56 %. In 2010 and 2011, the number of
students who registered, increased from 7657
to 8768.

Added to this student population is the
number of programs which amount to over
42 majors offered at the organization’s 7
colleges — Arts and Sciences, Business and
Economics, Education, Engineering, Law,
Pharmacy and Sharia and Islamic Studies.
“By that, we may be the biggest academic
institution in the country”, Dr Al-Ansari said.

“Equally, gaining accreditation from
internationally-recognized agencies

places QU among the best academic
institutions in the world in terms of its
commitment to providing an environment
of high academic scholarship and one that
advances the spirit of leadership and social
responsibility, volunteerism, and adherence
to best academic standards and practices,
performance assessment and continued
development”, he added.



Partnership agreements

The organization
recently signed
significant
agreements with
TOTAL, QAPCO
and ConocoPhillips
for mutual benefit
of collaboration.

One of the more
recent signings
was with the
Community College Qatar (CCQ) on January 3
which would facilitate CCQ students’ admission
into QU. The conditions of the agreement
are established in line with the principles
of accreditation described by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) from
which QU is in the process of seeking institution-
wide accreditation.

By the terms of the agreement, CCQ

students having completed 60 credit hours of
undergraduate coursework in the College’s
Associate Degree in Arts (AA) or Associate
Degree in Science (AS) programs, are eligible
to apply for admission to QU’s undergraduate
programs.

They would also be allowed to bypass QU’s
English, Math and Computer competency
requirements. However, CCQ students who have
not completed their associate degrees and wish
to be admitted into QU, would need to fulfill those
requirements as well as completed at least 24
credit hours of undergraduate coursework at the
College.

In turn, CCQ will accept reverse transfers of QU
courses to the College for consideration as AA or
AS degrees.

Commenting on
the agreement,
QU President
Prof Sheikha
Abdulla Al-
Misnad said:
“This underlines
the continuity
of education
promoted by
education
policymakers in Qatar that allows students from
established educational institutions such as CCQ
to add value to their certificates by following
on to further study in higher education. We are
pleased to be part of this agreement with CCQ
which will provide students with a wide range of
study options to build on their previous studies by
pursuing their area of interest and specialization”.

CENG accreditation success

College of Engineering boasted enormous success
in recently obtaining ABET accreditation status

for its Bachelor degree programs in Chemical
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Industrial &
Systems Engineering, Mechanical Engineering,
and Computer Science.

The programs have been respectively accredited
by the Engineering Commission and Computing
Commission of ABET Inc, the recognized
accrediting body of college and university
programs in applied science, computing,
engineering, and technology.

ABET approval followed an intensive process over
several years of CENG in-house self-study, an
internal peer review, and site visits by the ABET
review team to evaluate program curricula, faculty,
facilities, and institutional support. The ABET
review also included discussions with students of
the respective programs.

CENG Dean Dr Mazen Hasna said: “This is an
important milestone for the college programs. Our
team has been working hard in collaboration with
our partners to ensure that our students receive
quality education at international standard with
local and regional relevance. Many thanks to all
CENG members for their efforts, QU leadership for
their support, and our industrial partners for their
feedback and contribution to the accreditation
process”.



When Afra Al Hajri and Hana Al-Mohammed,
students from the Department of Biological
and Environmental Sciences set off on a
scientific visit to Japan in September 2011,
they did not expect that they would be caught
in Typhoon 15 and be stranded in the capital
city, Tokyo.

The typhoon is so named as it is the 15th to
be experienced in or near Japan. Coming
from Qatar where rain is a major event, a
typhoon was more than a novel experience for
the students.

The two students were in Japan on a 10-

day trip as part of their research project

on Ethiopian hedgehogs — a project that
began two years ago under supervision of Dr
Nobuyuki Yamaguchi and partially supported
by an UREP grant from QNRF. The aim of Afra
and Hana’s project is not only to understand
the basic ecology and behavior of this desert-
adapted hedgehog species, but also to raise
public awareness concerning the biodiversity
of Qatar and its conservation.

During the trip they would compare fieldwork
focusing on similar species from a desert
environment (Qatar) and temperate one
(Japan). They would also learn field
methodologies that are useful for biodiversity
research in Qatar, as well as experience an
“open class” where researchers and the
general public work in the field together.

At the Laboratory of Wild Animals, Tokyo
University of Agriculture in Atsugi city,
approximately 50km southwest of Tokyo, Afra
and Hana had orientation sessions with Prof
Motokazu Ando, and lectures on how to use
field instruments.

“We had the opportunity to use field devices
that we did not use before, and the field
experience in Japan will have a massive
impact on our skills as we continue to promote
the biodiversity of Qatar”, Afra said.

A trip to observe the giant flying squirrel at
Saijyoji Temple, 80km southwest of Tokyo was
followed by the students joining an “open
class” to monitor field mice in Aokigahara
Forest near the formidable Mt Fuji. In Ichikai
town, Tochigi Prefecture, not far from the
famous Nikko Shrine dedicated to the first

Typhoon 15 adds adventure to students’ trip

Shogun of the last samurai government in
Japan, Afra and Hana set their first camera
traps to survey what mammalian species are
found in the area.

On the very day they decided to explore
Tokyo by themselves, the typhoon hit Tokyo.
They thought they would take shelter in a
café over a cup of tea or coffee and wait

for it to blow over but the storm only got
stronger. Japan is famous for its efficient
public transport system, which under normal
circumstances should take the students
back to their hotel quickly and safely, but
with the strong winds and heavy rain, public
transport was completed disrupted. Afra and
Hana found themselves stranded at a railway
station where, as night fell, more and more
people were arriving hoping to get trains to
return home.

“There was an unbelievable number of people
in the station who were all waiting for their
trains, and we thought we would have to
sleep there that night”, Hana said.

They were unable to follow the regularly up-
dated public address announcements as they
were in Japanese. Neither speaks Japanese
and many Japanese people speak little
English and no Arabic. Even if they found a
train, they would have to squeeze themselves
into it as it would be over-packed. They finally
managed to get back to their hotel just after
midnight.

Afra and Hana are part of the first-ever
research in any GCC country on free-
ranging Ethiopian hedgehogs. They are the
first female Qatari students to visit Japan

to conduct wildlife research, and the first
female Qatari students who experienced and
survived a strong typhoon.



Building on the spirit of community service
promoted by QU, students have been
stepping up their involvement in the
community in a wide range of volunteer
activities. They have over the years led
awareness programs on cancer, obesity and
diabetes, and participated in Eid charities,
youth mentoring, re-cycling projects and other
activities designed to benefit the community.

The students were enthusiastic participants

in last year’s activities in observance of
International Volunteer Day -- a seminar
organized by College of Arts & Sciences
(CAS) and an awareness event by the Student
Activities Department.

The seminar featured speakers from

Qatar Volunteer Center and QU students
Mohammed Al Hashimi and Hessa Al Nasser.
The students discussed their respective
experiences of being involved in volunteer
work at QU and in the community.

The event was also the opportunity for

CAS to launch “My Life is Volunteerism”, a
competition in which QU students and alumni
will submit their projects outlining volunteer
activities that will benefit society. The aim is
to inspire students towards volunteering in
their communities and combining a sense
of civic responsibility with their academic
studies, CAS Dean Dr Eiman Mustafawi
said. The winners will receive cash awards
and their projects distributed to civil society
associations in Qatar.

“Leave Your Fingerprint” was the title of the
event held by the Student Development

Unit to encourage QU students to become
involved in events at QU and outside that
support community work and service. The
objective was to get students to be more
interested in contributing their time and skills
to community events without the expectation
of monetary return.

Further, it was to establish a culture of
volunteerism among the students and
members of QU community in line with
cultural and traditional values. Students

left painted handprints and drew symbolic
pictures on a mural to represent their thoughts
on International Volunteer Day.

Mohammed Al Hashimi detailed some of
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Students motivated on civic responsibility and volunteerism

his activities which included being part of
Reach Out To Asia (ROTA) and involved in
youth and community outreach projects such
as the Ramadan Project and the Empower
conference, the planning and organization
of the conference on the 30th anniversary

of the GCC, National Day festivities at QU,
and the regional meeting to discuss GCC
youth participation in the upcoming Rio+20
conference.

“Itis very important for people, especially
young people, to give back to society through
community service”, he said.

Hessa Al-Nasser works in the Public Affairs
Department at RasGas and devotes her spare
time to the Doha Youth Center as Chief Editor
of Marya Shahiba magazine. She coordinates
the activities of 30 boys and girls in the
production of the magazine.

“The editors, photographers, and designers
of the magazine are all young people from
the Center”, she said, adding, “This is what
I love doing. Volunteering has helped me in
so many ways and it is very rewarding to be
able to contribute your knowledge and skills
to benefit others”.



College of Law (LAWC), in conjunction

with the American Bar Association Rule of
Law Initiative (ABA/ROLI), held a highly-
successful 2-day conference on December
13-14 on “Women Promoting Qatar’s Future:
Women and Qatar’s National Development
Strategy (QNDS) (2011-2016)” to discuss the
impact and challenges of the QNDS as they
relate to women'’s lives in the workplace, in the
home, and in the broader society.

The event was geared to women from all
sectors of Qatari society — over 100 women
and several men attended, representing
nationalities from around the globe.

Master’s law student, LAWC teaching
assistant and founder of LAWC Family
Violence Project Muna Marzourgi was one
of the many top women speakers in the
field of medicine, academia, law, business
and finance, global trade negotiations,

and administration and management who
addressed the audience and provided
examples of women who are already working
to make the vision a reality. Muna was also
joined by fellow law students Areej Al-
Shrannari and Ruba Al-Noimi.
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Law College holds auspicious women’s conference

The forum was chaired by ABA/ROLI
Program Director and QU Visiting Professor
Dr Marlana Valdez, Qatar General Secretariat
for Development and Planning (GSDP) Senior
Social Development Expert Dr Tsung-Ping
Chung, and GSDP researcher Mrs Noura
Essa Al-Abdulla.

It opened up intense and animated discussion
on a variety of topics such as women’s work/
life balance, inconsistencies in the Strategy’s
objectives and family law in Qatar, differences
and similarities in workplace processes in
Qatar and in other countries; advocacy for
rights of women, children and families; and
men’s involvement in the process of realizing
the objectives of the strategy to promote
gender equality and balance.

Dr Valdez commented: “Women attending
the conference heard from experts and
participated fully in the dialogue and
shared opinions, concerns and aspirations
with others. This is how policy is effected,
and programs such as the NDS can

gain considerably from this committed
participation”.



In the presence of Qatar Museums Authority
(QMA) chairperson H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa
bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Qatar
University (QU) Honors Program celebrated
the success of its students who passed the
Honors Freshman Seminar course conducted
in Fall 2011. Twenty-five students of the
Program out of a total of 31, received an “A”
grade in the course.

The celebration took place on January 19 in
the courtyard of the Museum of Islamic Art
(MIA). It was attended by the Director of QU
Honors Program Dr Ahmed lbrahim, QMA
Chief Executive Officer Mr Abdulla Al Najjar
and MIA Director Ms Aisha Al Khater.

In his remarks, Dr lbrahim praised the
students and said: “This is our second year
of celebrating the accomplishment of QU
Honors students. What makes this day
special is the attendance of H E Al Mayassa
Al-Thani”.

He added that hosting the seminar course
was a generous opportunity provided by the
Museum to the students. “It goes without
saying that offering such courses is a
representation of the strong bond between
QU and the Museum of Islamic Art and we
hope to foster and advance this relationship in
the future”.

Dr Ibrahim encouraged the students to
unlock their skills and potential and utilize
their talents towards reaching their goals. He
advised them that majoring in engineering,
pharmacy, or science should not lessen their
passion for art and pointed to QMA CEQO Al-
Najjar who holds a degree in engineering as
proof of being able to find the right balance.

Ms Al Khater welcomed the students and
highlighted her experience, saying: I
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Honors students celebrated at Museum of Islamic Art

graduated with a music degree but | have
a deep passion for art. Once you have a
passion for something, you can excel and
succeed”.

Mr Al Najjar drew the students’ attention

to QMA'’s desire to employ distinguished

QU graduates from different disciplines

and specializations. “We believe that

QU graduates possess the best practical
and theoretical knowledge and skills that
help them to succeed in any business
environment or sector, including in the field
of art”. He presented the students with

the published book “The Dream of A King”
which presents editorial and photographic
details of the exhibition of treasures from the
Green Vault in Dresden which is currently on
display in the Museum.

Freshman computer engineering student
Rodaa Al Musalam said: “This fantastic
course expanded my background in art.
| learned a lot about renowned artists
and enjoyed the experience of analyzing
their artistic works from historical and
psychological aspects”.

Her classmate Khuzama Al Harami thanked
Honors Program course instructor Dr

Olga Nefedova for making the course an
enjoyable one. “I am thankful for all her
efforts to plant the seeds of passion of art
in our hearts and minds. | enjoyed meeting
students from other majors and sharing our
ideas in a friendly environment”.

Mechanical engineering student Sayed
Zafar said: “Appreciating beauty is a
fundamental outcome of this course. Life
doesn’t mean excelling in one single field.
Being a distinguished human being means
being well-rounded in many disciplines”.



Congratulations go to the Off-Campus
Educational Opportunities and Student
Exchange program which was recently
bestowed the International Education 2012
Best Practice Award for its student exchange
program with Peace College in North Carolina
USA. The Award honors prominent higher
education and student affairs leaders,
programs, and initiatives for contributions
and impact on inter-cultural and educational
exchanges.

The award was presented at the 2012 NASPA
International Symposium held in March in
Phoenix, Arizona, USA.

Headed by Al Jazzi Hamad Fetais, the
Program creates an opportunity for students
to share experiences with their counterparts
abroad, to communicate their differences
and similarities in their culture and life, and to
learn to understand and appreciate otherss
ideas, traditions and customs.
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Student exchange program receives top award

Students enjoy getting to know other students
while learning first-hand about life in another
country. Moreover, the program allows
students to sharpen their skills and explore
their knowledge by participating in different
types of activities organized by other students
which serve to enhance their personalities,
leadership skills, and independence.

The Program is in its fifth year with the Section
hosting several Peace College students as
recently as last month.

An important aspect of the program is the
opportunity for the students to stay in dorms
rather than hotels in order for each side to
experience the real campus life “Our students
participating in this program come back home
with a different personality. They are more
independent and reliable, as most of them
travel in this program without their families

for the first time. Moreover, students get the
chance to represent their country’s values and
traditions”, Al Jazzi said.



QULSS 2011 a success

The symposium held on December 14-15,
addressed the fate of mangroves in Qatar
and the Gulf drew wide participation from

representatives from government, industry,
academia and civil society.

Additionally, as part of a class assignment,
Department students participated in
organizing the event, preparing posters

to present at the exhibition, and engaging
fully in the discussions emanating from the
symposium, giving verbal presentation of their
posters and explaining the research behind
them. A total of 17 posters were presented.

The two-day event entitled “Mangrove
Habitats: Functioning, Management and
Sustainable Development”, focussed on the
mangrove ecosystem, its ecology, biodiversity
and functioning, as well as its management
and sustainability in the state of Qatar and

the Arabian Gulf. It was organized by the
Department of Biological and Environmental
Sciences in the College of Arts & Sciences.

Scientists, academics, researchers from
Qatar, the Gulf region, and internationally,
presented and discussed papers on
mangrove habitats, best practices and
management experiences, and sought to
make recommendations for strategies towards
protection and conservation. The program
agenda also included a field trip to the
mangroves.

Department head Dr Hamda Al-Naemi
explained that globally, about 56 species of
mangrove cover approximately 150,000 km2
of tropical and subtropical coastal areas.
The species Avicennia marina dominates the
Arabian Gulf and in Qatar, it is found in the
northeast coast.

She stated further: “They are known as

a major carbon reservoir and among the
highest of any forest type. This event will
highlight its importance in improving water
quality by functioning as a biological filter,
protecting soil erosion and providing refuge
for on-shore and offshore marine life”, she
said, adding that symposium participants will
also address the causes of the degradation
of these ecosystems — human activity such
as house building, road construction, littering,
petroleum contamination, overgrazing, and
cars and vehicles being driven over the
mangroves.
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Over 100 participants attended the event.
Keynote speaker Dr Uta Berger from Dresden
University of Technology, Germany, presented
on “Simple forests follow simple principles

of succession: Understanding the dynamics
of complex ecological systems by means of
simulation models”.

Expert papers were also presented by Dr
Andrew Sweetman of University of Bergen,
Norway; Dr Martin Skov, Bangor University,
UK; Dr Fares Howari, Abu Dhabi University,
UAE; Dr Assad Thukair, King Fahd University
of Petroleum & Minerals, Saudi Arabia;

Dr Jassim Al-Khayat, Qatar University; Dr
Habibah Saud Al Manaie, Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research; and Dr Thuraya Al
Mansoori, University of Bahrain.

The papers addressed such topics as
mangrove restoration, remote sensing
techniques in mangrove identification,
comparison of fauna of natural and replanted
mangroves, coastal rehabilitation through
sustainable management of mangroves,

and assessing environmental stress on
mangroves.

Additionally, a workshop on “The mangrove
of the Gulf countries: Current status and
initiatives for collaborative research towards
sustainable management” was conducted by
department assistant professor Dr Yousria Al
Faham.
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