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This volume provides a compara� ve analysis of media systems in the Arab world, 
based on criteria informed by the historical, poli� cal, social, and economic factors 
infl uencing a country’s media. Reaching beyond classical western media system 
typologies, Arab Media Systems brings together contribu� ons from experts in the 
fi eld of media in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) to provide valuable 
insights into the heterogeneity of this region’s media systems. It focuses on trends 
in government stances towards media, media ownership models, technological 
innova� on, and the role of transna� onal mobility in shaping media structure and 
prac� ces.

Each chapter in the volume traces a specifi c country’s media — from Lebanon to 
Morocco — and assesses its media system in terms of historical roots, poli� cal 
and legal frameworks, media economy and ownership pa� erns, technology and 
infrastructure, and social factors (including diversity and equality in gender, age, 
ethnici� es, religions, and languages). 

This book is a welcome contribu� on to the fi eld of media studies, cons� tu� ng the 
only edited collec� on in recent years to provide a comprehensive and systema� c 
overview of Arab media systems. As such, it will be of great use to students and 
scholars in media, journalism and communica� on studies, as well as poli� cal 
scien� sts, sociologists, and anthropologists with an interest in the MENA region.

As with all Open Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read for free on 
the publisher’s website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary 
digital material, can also be found at www.openbookpublishers.com
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About the series

Global Communications is a book series that looks beyond national borders 
to examine current transformations in public communication, journalism and 
media. Books in this series will focus on the role of communication in the context 
of global ecological, social, political, economic, and technological challenges 
in order to help us understand the rapidly changing media environment. 
We encourage comparative studies but we also welcome single case studies, 
especially if they focus on regions other than Western Europe and North 
America, which have received the bulk of scholarly attention until now. 

Empirical studies as well as textbooks are welcome. Books should remain concise 
and not exceed 300 pages but may offer online access to a wealth of additional 
material documenting the research process and providing access to the data. 
The series aspires to publish theoretically well-grounded, methodologically 
sound, relevant, novel research, presented in a readable and engaging way. 
Through peer review and careful support from the editors of the series and 
from the editorial team of Open Book Publishers, we strive to support our 
authors in achieving these goals.

Global Communications is the first Open Access book series in the field to 
combine the high editorial standards of professional publishing with the fair 
Open Access model offered by OBP. Copyrights stay where they belong, with 
the authors. Authors are encouraged to secure funding to offset the publication 
costs and thereby sustain the publishing model, but if no institutional funding 
is available, authors are not charged fees. Any publishing subvention secured 
will cover the actual costs of publishing and will not be taken as profit. In short: 
we support publishing that respects the authors and serves the public interest.
 

You can find more information about this series at:
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/section/100/1
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