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Heritage and tour ism have become dur ing the last  two decades  dynamic areas  of  development in the 
wor ld. The idea of  her i tage i s  crucia l  to  the cr i t ica l  decis ion-making process  as  to  how irreplaceable 
resources  are  to  be ut i l ized by people  of  the present  or  conser ved for  future  generat ions in a  fast 
changing wor ld. In v iew of  the impor tance of  'her i tage '  to  the development of  a  tour is t  dest inat ion the 
emphasis  on developing appropr iate  adapt ive  reuse s trategies  cannot  be overemphasized.  
 
In October  1999, the 12th general  assembly of  the ICOMOS in Mexico stated, that  in  the context  of 
susta inable  development, two interre lated i ssues  need urgent  attent ion, cul tura l  tour ism and histor ic 
towns and c i t ies . These two issues  underscore  the fact  that  histor ic  resources  are  non-renewable, 
belonging to a l l  of  humanity. W ithout  adequate  adapt ive  reuse act ions  to  ensure  a  susta inable  future  for 
these  histor ic  resources , may lead to their  complete  vanishing. 
 
The growth of  cul tura l  tour ism and i ts  ro le  in  dispers ing her i tage to ever yone is  developing rapid ly. 
According to the Wor ld Tour ism Organizat ion, natura l  and cultura l  her i tage resources  are  and wi l l 
remain motivat ing factors  for  t ravel  in  the foreseeable  future. According to the exper ts , people  choose 
travel  dest inat ions where they can learn about  t radit ional  and dist inct  cul tures  in  their  histor ic  context .  
 
The Qatar  r ich urban her i tage i s  now being recognized as  a  va luable  resource for  future  development. 
This  paper  focuses  on the role  of  her i tage tour ism and i ts  impl icat ions  for  urban conser vat ion in the 
context  of  Old Doha, therefore, in  order  to  use  her i tage wise ly, i t  wi l l  be  necessar y  to  posi t ion her i tage 
as  an essent ia l  e lement of  susta inable  development, g iv ing par t icular  at tent ion to cultura l  tour ism. 
 
Conser vat ion for  the sake of  conser vat ion appears  to  be an outdated concept . Many i rreplaceable  natura l 
and cultura l  s i tes  are  being compromised because local  author i t ies  are  not  giv ing economic considerat ion 
to the va lue of  rehabi l i tat ing such s i tes . The quest ion to be ra ised here  i s  how can her i tage be used 
wise ly  for  tour ism without  compromising i ts  educat ional  and socia l  ro le  in  enhancing and per ta ining the 
local  cul tura l  ident i t y  of  the c i t y? 
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