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Abstract

This article provides an overview of the notion of tagwa as a central moral concept
in the Qur’an, to which practical rulings and moral precepts became connected. The
study is divided into two parts: the first is a linguistic study of its meaning with special
focus on the etymology of the concept, its derivatives, historical uses; the second part
is a study of the significance of the concept in its various contexts in the Qur’an taking
into consideration its historical and semantic developments, as well as the exegetes’
understanding of tagwa in their commentaries on the term'’s various occurrences. The
article finally proposes a semantic etymology of the lexeme, which associates tagwa
with “ethical immunity” that grants conscious insight preventing the moral agent form
falling into moral evil. This consciousness is accompanied by the hope for worldly suc-
cess and salvation in the here-and-now and the Hereafter. Tagwa, according to the
Qur’an, is an innate trait (inspired by God) in the human essence, shared by all, which
precedes revelation and religious rulings. It is the criterion of the merit of people even
after the completion of revelation. The Qur’an treats tagwa as the essence of legal rul-
ings and the objective of all moral obligations. This article shows that tagwa in the
Qur’an expresses an innate ethical conscience in human beings.

Keywords
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