
W hat Is  Publ ished About Specia l  Educat ion In 
Arab Countr ies?  A Prel iminar y Analys is

The use of  research-based educat ional  pract ices  when ser ving students  with disabi l i t ies  i s  an essent ia l 
component  of  specia l  educat ion pol icy  as , i f  such a  research foundat ion is  miss ing, pol ic ies  are 
compromised. Because of  government funding that  has  suppor ted individual  and programmatic  research 
ef for ts  for  decades , much of  the specia l  educat ion research base  used throughout  the wor ld comes from 
the United States . Does such research, though, automatica l l y  t ransfer  to  the context  of  specia l  educat ion 
ser vices  in  Qatar  and other  Arab countr ies?  S tandard assumptions about  educat ional  research suggest 
that  the answer might  be, not  necessar i l y. W hat l i terature  f rom Arab countr ies , then, i s  avai lable  to 
guide pol icy  makers , researchers , administrators , and educators  in  the Midd le  East  and North Afr ica? 
       This  QNRF-funded Undergraduate  Research Exper ience Project : (a)  ident i f ied the publ ished 
l i terature  on specia l  educat ion in the Arab wor ld, (b)  indexed i t , and (c)  conducted pre l iminar y 
analyses  of  impor tant  character is t ics  of  the journal  ar t ic les  to  provide a  broad yet  deta i led pre l iminar y 
character izat ion of  the body of  work that  exis ts  about  specia l  educat ion in Arab countr ies .  
       Using five  l ibrar y  cata logs , three e lectronic  databases  in  Arabic—EduSearch, Shamaa, and Al 
Manhal—and two in Engl ish—EBSCO's Academic Search Complete  and PsycArt ic les—the project 
ident i f ied 1,916 undupl icated i tems about  specia l  educat ion for  Arab students : 1 ,247 journal  ar t ic les , 
408 books, 186 theses , 58 repor ts , 8  book chapters , 2  ar tworks , 1  conference proceeding, 1  newspaper 
ar t ic le, and 5 other  i tems. 
       Results  f rom the analyses  of  the journal  ar t ic les  indicate  that : (a)  there  i s  indeed a  l i terature, 
(b)  i t  i s  research-based, (c)  to  a  large extent  i t  deals  with educat ional l y  re lated topics , and (d)  i t  i s 
quickly  increas ing over  t ime. The amount of  l i terature, though, i s  re lat ive ly  smal l  when one takes  into 
considerat ion the s ize  of  the Arab wor ld. A 2009 study of  11 specia l  educat ion journals  in  the United 
States  found 6,724 ar t ic les  over  a  19-year  per iod, whereas  this  project  only  uncovered 1,274 over  a 
longer  per iod of  t ime from a less  restr icted number of  journals . In addit ion, i t  appears  that  there  may 
be large gaps  in the Arab scholar ly  l i terature  on specia l  educat ion in regards  to  speci f ic  countr ies  and 
regions of  the Arab wor ld, disabi l i t ies , and age groups. 
       The project  a lso ra ises  impor tant  quest ions  about  the impl icat ions  of  what  l i terature  i s  avai lable 
and to whom, quest ions  that  speak direct l y  to  the chal lenges  of  being aware of  and understanding the 
i ssues  about  specia l  educat ion in the Arab wor ld as  Qatar  and other  Arab states  make the transi t ion 
to knowledge-based societ ies . For  instance, how does  the Arab specia l  educat ion l i terature  that  i s 
avai lable  in  Arabic  di f fer  f rom that  publ ished in Engl ish, and what  does  that  mean for  educat ional 
leaders  who can only  access  mater ia l  in  one of  the languages?  As i t  i s  much more di f f icul t  to  expor t  the 
resul ts  of  searches  f rom the Arabic  databases  than i t  i s  f rom those in Engl ish, what  might  be the ef fects 
on conduct ing systematic  reviews from those sources?  And what  s teps  can be taken to remedy such 
di f ferences  in Arab specia l  educat ion knowledge access ibi l i t y? 
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