
Face And Object  Perceptual  Defic i ts  In 
Schizophrenia

Clinica l  s tudies  in  the face  percept ion l i terature  repor t  that  schizophrenics  have a  defic i t  in  face 
ident i f icat ion. However, i t  i s  not  c lear  whether  this  defic i t  i s  a  par t  of  a  general  cognit ive  impairment 
or  i s  speci f ic  to  faces  per  se. In this  s tudy, 40 male  pat ients  with schizophrenia  and 40 male  heal thy 
controls  were presented with a  match/mismatch face  ident i f icat ion task, in  which faces  were presented 
upr ight  or  upside down, and a  s tandard 1-in-6 object  matching task, which consisted of  a  target  l ine 
drawing of  common objects  and a  s ix-var iant  target-present  l ine-up. Schizophrenic  pat ients  per formed 
worse  with objects  and a l l  faces  than the control  subjects . In addit ion, the schizophrenic  pat ients  a lso 
showed a  marked dec l ine in per formance over  the course  of  the exper iment. These f indings  suggest  that 
the perceptual  problems that  have been obser ved with faces  in  schizophrenic  pat ients  ref lect  a  general 
cognit ive  impairment that  a lso af fects  object  percept ion.
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