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Woman in Ab; Tamam s Poetry

" Dr. 2 o
" Faculty of Arts - Arabic Language Section
- King Saud University 4

Abstrucf A 1

This paper deals wnh the role of women in the t':;fe of Abu
Tammam. Women figure prominantly in his poetry. There is the
loved one who keeps asking him to cut down on his travels so as
not to risk his life. There is also the strongwilled woman he
resists. Finally there is the woman who encourages him to achieve
more.

In abu Tammam poetry one may feel that the paet lived somewhat
a hapless life with many love stories cut short. He did not hesitate
to attack the honor of his enemies. At the same time he was
capable of creating a romantic love story depicting two singing
birds. This may be seen as an expression af being deprived of
such intimacy. .

- Abu Tammam broke away from the old standards of a woman's

beauty. He emphasized the redness of faces and cheeks which he
likened to roses and app!es :

Woman appears in his poetry as a sj:mba! of peace and war He
elevated her position to a virgin poem with a high dowry. The
poem itself is likened 10 a necklace on a beautiful woman's neck.

In short, while abu Tammam was noi tied to one woman in
ponticular he was never away from a certain woman whom he
courted at home or away, at war or at peace, in anger or in

approval looking down at her one time and up another.
uly als at
w u £
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