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With NPRP and UREP cycles currently underway, it gives us the opportunity to reflect on the
level of research productivity at QU and the direction that we are taking to position us as a

comprehensive teaching and research and community service institution.

It is no small feat that in two years, we established 6 research centers of excellence and launched
a world-class research complex that will benefit our students, faculty and researchers and draw
collaborators from around the world. We currently have 133 collaborative projects with

institutions globally and this number is expected to increase.

Our achievements in research have been considerable. We have consistently achieved the
highest percentage of funding under the NPRP for our research proposals and in UREP, our
students have demonstrated their excellence in research, winning top awards in the competitions
for their innovative research projects. 1078 students have benefitted from internal ? student
grants for research and to date, $220 million of internal and external funding was awarded for

faculty research projects.




Very recently, an NPRP-funded paper won Best Paper Award in the ICTC 2013 (International
Conference on ICT Convergence) in Korea. The research “Performance Analysis of Relay
Selection Schemes in Underlay Cognitive Networks with Imperfect Channel State Information”
was led by Dr Mazen Hasna and his team, including student Hela Chmaikha, and I congratulate

them all on this wonderful achievement.

In our research, we are committed to making a difference and this is evidenced by the areas we
target our studies in line with the needs of society, for example, traffic safety and pedestrian

welfare, health and wellness (obesity), and the environment, to name a few.

Our campus is growing — between 2007 and 2011, we have achieved 28.7% compound annual
growth, making QU the fastest-growing university in research in the region. More
undergraduate and graduate programs have been added to our academic portfolio to align with

new and emerging professional fields opening up in Qatar.

We are ensuring that our students and our community benefit from experts and specialists from
around the world. In turn, faculty can avail of the professional development programs to keep
them abreast of developments in their fields as well as changes in pedagogical strategies and

approaches, and to share their experiences with colleagues at QU and externally.

We well appreciate our role and responsibility as the country’s first national university and our
growing international reputation as an institution of academic and research quality and

excellence, and best practice. It underpins our commitment to institutional effectiveness and in

this regard, we are continuously reviewing our academic programs and initiating new ones,

assessing student learning outcomes, and enhancing our curriculum processes. In this, we have
input in an annual assessment exercise from an inter-disciplinary team comprising
administrative, planning, research, community service and educational support units to ensure

that the goals and projections of our strategic plan are on track.

The continued developments and changes in QU’s administrative, academic, research, and
physical infrastructure highlight our dedication to fulfilling the values expressed in our mission

and vision and to being a committed partner in the country’s development plans and strategies




