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The new focus on research in Qatar has been reflected through a series of successes here at QU
ranging from grants, to findings, to world-wide collaborations, and leadership in advancing a
research culture among young students in Qatar. Our new research complex and growing
number of research centers of excellence stand as a monument to our efforts and commitment
to addressing current, new and emerging issues that impact the Qatari community, and to

advancing sustainable solutions to its needs.

Qatar is a burgeoning economy and as the premier national higher education institution, QU
acknowledges the role and responsibility it holds to the country’s aspirations to becoming a
knowledge-based economy. The structure of our programs and courses draws on a combination
of classroom learning and “learning by doing”, that is, to give students hands-on experiences in
the field and in the world of work to ready them for the exigencies of the ever-changing
landscape of the job market.

Important to this is the level of Arabic and English skills of our students. As we strengthen our

programs and courses in the Arabic language, we also recognize the need for students to acquire




oral and written English skills to work in the diverse work environments throughout Qatar. I
am pleased with recent survey results that found that 92.5% of our graduating seniors are

satisfied with English skills acquired at QU. Additionally, graduates majoring in Arabic

Language also expressed satisfaction with their English learning: 86% spoken English; 93%
written English. Overall, QU’s Senior Graduating Survey Report 2013 showed that students

are satisfied with the level of, and approaches to learning English at QU, which ultimately will
positively impact their capacity to join the job market in Qatar, as well as to pursue further study

in English-language graduate degree programs abroad.

Encouraging national students towards pursuing Masters and Doctoral degrees continues to be
a critical part of our efforts to increase the level of scholarship at QU. In the new academic
year, seven QU scholarship holders returned to the organization on completion of their academic
journey pursuing Masters and PhD degrees at some of the best international universities and
colleges worldwide. The national students joined QU as administrative staff and teaching
assistants at CAS, CENG, LAWC, CBE and CED.

The newcomers were recipients of scholarships from QU Scholarships Office in its ongoing
Qatarisation efforts, along with our National Capacity Building Program, to develop a cadre of
highly-qualified national students ready to join the labor market and take the reins in their
respective professional fields as well as to contribute their knowledge and experience to their

alma mater.

The excellence of these and existing scholars is promoted in the new excellent database of QU
scholars, showcasing their research interests, papers and academic achievements

http://www.experts.scival.com/oar/. One such achievement by QU scholar Dr Asmaa Althani

(in conjunction with Dr Hassan Azzazy from the American University of Cairo) — an NPRP-
funded innovation entitled “Gold Nanoparticle-Based Assays for Direct and Cost-Effective
Detection of High Burden Infections”, was chosen for submission in this year’s Technology
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program (TIEP), a newly-launched program under
QSTP. Achievements such as these are an inspiration to all our scholars and researchers and

especially to students planning to go on to graduate degree studies towards a career in research.




