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Guided by a distinguished Board of Trustees whose work is direct, targeted, well-
considered, and always mindful of the country’s expectations, the university continues
to take large strides in preparing well-educated and well-prepared graduates to
contribute to the labor market’s ever-changing needs. Indeed, surveys and in dialogue
with government and private sector organizations, have confirmed that satisfaction with
the level of competence of QU graduates is steadily increasing. Alumni satisfaction
levels also continue to rise reaching 86% based on the last OIPD survey. This is a real
achievement credited to the commitment of the institution, and to you, its faculty and
staff members, as well as to the determination of our hardworking students.

Because graduation must be based solely on merit and meeting certain academic
criteria, the state responded by providing educational alternatives that take into account
students of varying academic needs and interests, of which the most important is the
Community College. | am proud to have been part of the team in charge of its
establishment and of the agreements that we have made with that flourishing institution
in order to facilitate the transfer of students between the two institutions.

QU continues to stand for loyalty to the country’s aspirations. In our efforts, we stand
on the shoulders of our predecessors whose achievements have shaped Qatar's
history and legacy. We have graduated generations of whom we are proud and who
are themselves proud to belong to Qatar University.

Testament to this are proud graduates who continue to achieve remarkable successes.
The most recent of them are Eng Noora Al Naima and Alanood Al Maadid who won
first place for best poster and best abstract respectively at the recent QF Annual
Research Conference 2013, out of 1175 abstracts and 500 posters.

Eng Noora, a PhD student at CAS Department of Biological and Environmental
Sciences and an employee of our Environmental Studies Center won the Graduate
Student Poster Competition for her submission “Measurement and Modeling of Traffic-
Related NO2 Pollution in Doha, Qatar”. Alanood, a QU scholarship student at Brunel
University, and currently a teaching assistant at CBE won for her abstract “Volatility
spillover between oil and agricultural commodity markets”.




Their wins came in the same week when QU hosted Women in Science Day organized
as part of Qatar UK 2013 Year of Culture by the British Council to celebrate the
achievements of women scientists around the world and to highlight the important role
women have in scientific achievements and leadership. Congratulations to them both.

Last week, we also witnessed two important collaboration successes -- an MOU with
Sasol Qatar to further research on carbon dioxide capture technology; and celebration
of the success of a novel desalination technology in collaboration with ConocoPhillips,
Kakramaa and Qatar Electricity & Water Corporation (QEWC). These demonstrate the
strides QU is making in its commitment to address relevant local challenges through

research.

Lastly, congratulations to College of Law on its appointment of a high-level Advisory
Board that will guide the college’s strategic plan, academic and research activities, and
raise the image of the College as the leading law college in Qatar, as well as increase
its involvement and efforts in the development of the country’s economy and
society. This is an important step for the College as it strengthens its commitment to
excellence and best practice as the country’s only college of law.




