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As we prepare to celebrate Qatar National Day, it is a timely moment to reflect on how far we
have come as a nation and how we all throughout the society have risen to the responsibilities
and expectations enshrined in the National Vision and development strategies. At Qatar
University, we have continued to ensure that across the board, our programs and initiatives
reflect our commitment and that our students attend the importance of being part of the ongoing

development process in Qatar.

It is a proud moment for us all and I congratulate our national leadership on its vision that is

from day-to-day effecting important gains and benefits for the society.

National Day celebrations at QU last Thursday brought us together as a strong community and

I would like to thank the organizers, volunteers and participants for this wonderful event.

Last week also saw the proud result of committed research by Qatar Mobile Innovations Center

(QMIC) to address traffic and transportation issues in Qatar and the Gulf. Congratulations to




the Center for receiving two top awards — Innovation in Traffic Management Award and Road
Transport Technology Award — for its Masarak iTraffic System in the recent Gulf Traffic
Conference and Exhibition. These awards are a great recognition from the leading regional
forum that focuses on traffic/transport issues, and validate the Center’s R&D strategy of being

focused on impact-relevance-excellence.

This and other achievements in research highlight the momentum of our commitment to
cementing a culture of research among our faculty, students, and also within society via school
outreach programs like Al Bairaq, Gasna, Life is Engineering, Computing Contest and others.
This culture of research reflects the national vision of a knowledge-based economy to which
QU is fully committed.

I am proud of the way in which our students have continued to strive for excellence in research

and innovation for which they have gained numerous awards and honorable mentions in various

research forums. Last week’s 2™-place wins by two CENG teams in the environment and

engineering categories in the 2nd Arab Innovation Network Annual Conference 2013, held in

Jordan are testament to our students’ dedication.

Our research focus is further evidenced by our output in the current NPRP 7" cycle which
showed an increase of 25.5% from the last cycle — 439 submissions in research areas of
engineering and technology (206), natural sciences (94), social sciences (66), medical and
health sciences (51), humanities (14) and agricultural sciences. This included participation of
374 faculty members and researchers, and collaboration with 414 institutions in 49 countries. |

would like to wish all our participants the very best of luck.

QU was the host last week of several important symposia on such topics as environmental health
issues in the GCC, GCC citizenship and law, and materials and chemistry for new energy
technologies, in collaboration with prestigious institutions such as Chatham House, Royal
Society of Chemistry and Society of Environmental Toxicology-Arabian Gulf Branch (SETAC-
AGB). These are all timely areas for discussion among local, regional and international experts,
researchers, faculty and students, and demonstrates QU’s resolve to promote collaborative

opportunities to bring to the fore topical issues that impact Qatar and the wider region.

The signing between College of Sharia and Islamic Studies and Research Studies and
Consulting Islamic Banking to establish initiatives on Islamic banking also highlighted
our continued efforts to collaborate with institutions seasoned in their field of expertise which

will ultimately benefit our students and faculty.




In closing, I send best wishes to the QU family and their families, and the wider society on the

occasion of the upcoming National Day.




