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Abstract

The Position of John of Damascus on Islam, its origins, and

the Impact on Islamic-Christian Relations

The writings of John of Damascus have played a significant role in influencing
Islamic-Christian relations and contributed to forming an image of Islam and its origins
in the Christian West. This study aims to shed light on the personality of John of
Damascus and his position on Islam, Muslims, and the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
The study has adopted descriptive, analytical, historical, and critical approaches. The
study discussed the suspicions that John of Damascus raised and traced the most
prominent Christian polemicists influenced by him. Moreover, the study also revealed
the Islamic and Christian positions on John of Damascus and analysed his image
displayed through the visual media. The study concluded that John of Damascus was not
fair in his discussion about Islam and its origins, hence, this makes him a pioneer of
aggression and one of the most prominent obstacles to Islamic-Christian dialogue. The
study recommends to address what causes discord between Muslims and Christians and
focusing on common issues that promote coexistence and dialogue in a peace and

valuable manner away from fanaticism and hatred.

Keywords: Islamic-Christian relations, John of Damascus, Islam and its origins,

Obstacles of Islamic-Christian dialogue.
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