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Geoffrey Chaucer
The Canterbury Tales

The translation is certainly the best we havie cver had?

Peter Levi
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+ learned man who lived in Rome,
cwis
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| fad el whi s called St Jerommi, -
hag, Lt O rtacking Jovinian:
e were als bosks ulkian,
nd

Tratuls, andd Heloise,*

PP s ot far from Paris,

Whawss and

e

% and legends about them
of good women in the Bible
Miske o mistake, it is impassible

Th r should speak good of wamen,

n e 're saints in the hapolog)
ot any otber Lind of woman, no!
Wha drew the picture of the lion? Whai*
My God, had woenien written histories
e Like cloistered schalars in aratarics,
They'd have vet down mare of men's wickedness
Than all the wans o Adam could redress.
“ e weenen are the children of Venus,
:nd scholars these of Mercury; the rwe
‘: 4 cr.w. purpascs in all they da;
"\j“! bonves wisdom, knimledie, science,
s, revelry and extravagance,
e of their contrary disposition
A :::unls shen the other's in ascension;
Whenty see. Mereury's powerless
Ius i ascendant in Pisce
-’m.i\rmluilll here s
| Thaty o s ® where Mercury is raived,
4 WOMnan ever hao b,
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Fhom Nantippe: pawred piss upon his besd,
Andd the poor man sat stock-sill as if desd:
Fe wiped is head, mot darig b complain:
“Hefore the thander stops, down comes the ™
i‘ *And ot of Bloody-mindedness he'd et
The tale of Pasiphaé,® Cuoen of Crete—
Fie! say oo mare—it's gruesome v ek
Her abueninable ikings and ber ust!
0K the lechery of Clyvems
Hom she hetrayed ber hushand i ks
These things he used to read with gret
“He abso tald me how it came bout
“Ihat at ‘Tiaches Amphiaras kst his e
My huisband bad a rake sbout s ¥ife
Eriphile, who for a pobden brooch -
Had covertly discovered 19 the ("".’ lill""b:
Where they might find her husted
Who thuss, at Thebes, met 3 Tt
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