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This study offers a thorough reading of a requisition order [firda] for products in kind imposed by the Armée
d’Orient on the people of Rosetta in August 1799. It then analyses the complex conditions behind its composition
to shed light on cumulative developments, as the French had made similar weighty demands that pushed the city’s
urban and rural economy into a continual process of deterioration. Some of the questions the study evaluates
relate to people’s reactions to these successive requests (financial or otherwise) and identifying their tangible
effects, especially in relation to merchants and artisans. The study uses the microhistorical approach, made
possible by an array of informative documents (in French and Arabic) related to Rosetta that remain extant in
archival collections, and provides the opportunity to investigate several unexplored aspects of how the occupying
power’s relationship to the local population evolved.
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57 Ibid., Corres. no. 2964 (27 Aoit 1798).
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67 Bonaparte, Correspondance générale, tome 2, Corres. no. 2686, "Lettre de Bonaparte & Junot, préposé du payeur au quartier général du
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71 Frangois Rousseau (ed.), Kléber et Menou en Egypte, Depuis le Départ de Bonaparte (Aoiit 1799 - Septembre 1801), Documents publiés
pour la Société d'Histoire Contemporaine (Paris: Alphonse Picard et fils, 1900), pp. 367-373;
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72 Bonaparte, Correspondance générale, tome 2, no. 2964, "Lettre de Bonaparte a Poussi¢lgue du 26 fructidor an VI/12 Septembre 1798," p. 418.
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