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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to probe the extent of integrating
contemporary issues in preparatory Islamic education textbooks
in Qatar. The study applieda descriptive-analytical approach and
content analysis method to the entire study population,
represented in Islamic education textbooks for the academic year
2022/2023 AD, in the preparatory stage (Grades Seven, Eighth,
and Nine) over the two semesters, knowing that they were 6
books. Focusing on Qatari public schools, the researcher built a
list of contemporary issues, which added up to 40 and were
classified into three categories: doctrinal, social, and economic.

The key study results indicated that most of the issues
included were, in order of prominence, doctrinal (56.92%),
social (40.31), and economic (2.77%). Here, the key
contemporary doctrinal issues included were as follows: Heresies
and whimsical desires, atheism and its contemporary
manifestations, uncorroborated Fatwas, denouncement of
sectarianism and partisanship, and condemnation of the burning
of the Qur’an. In order of frequency, they were: seventh grade
with (88) occurrences, followed by ninth grade with (60)
occurrences, then eighth grade with (37) occurrences, for a total
of 185 occurrences in all grades. These were discussed in grades
seven, nine, and then eight respectively, with a total of 185
repetitions in all grades.

As for key contemporary social issues, they included the
dangers of social media and the different forms of bullying.
Several other social issues were not included, such as human
trafficking, deprivation from inheritance, violence against



women, and safe uses of artificial intelligence. Islamic education
books included social issues in terms of the number of
occurrences in the following order: eighth grade (67)
occurrences, seventh grade (40) occurrences, then ninth grade
(24) occurrences. they were repeated 131 times in the three
grades. The least discussed topics were economic, with quite a
small percentage, including only two topics out of a total of 10
contemporary economic issues listed, namely financial
embezzlement and global economic crises. The results of the
study showed that there were statistically significant differences
in the distribution of doctrinal, social, and economic issues in
preparatory school classes. So, doctrinal issues prevailed over
economic issues.

So, the researcher’s recommendations included, among
others, the necessity of forming a curricula-specialized team to
prepare updated lists of contemporary issues and problems facing
the Muslim nation, reviewing Islamic education textbooks in the
preparatory stage, considering balance in presenting
contemporary issues in Islamic education books at the
preparatory stage in the State of Qatar.

Keywords: Islamic education, contemporary issues,

preparatory stage, curricula in Qatar.
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