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ABSTRACT

Criminal protection of religious beliefs in Qatari legislation

This study touched on the criminal protection of religious belief in Qatari

legislation in comparison with Islamic law. In the course of the study, the
researcher was exposed to the concept of religious belief, and it was
found that it is an emotional element linked to a behavioral element
represented in the practice of religious rituals, and that religious belief,
with its two components, is usually linked to the concept of freedom of
religious belief. According to the relevant legal texts and jurisprudence,
the study showed that the sources of this freedom are evident in Sharia
through the established principles created by Sharia in this section, and
the source of this freedom in positive legislation is represented in
international and regional agreements and treaties and in constitutional

and legal texts.



In the study, the researcher used the descriptive approach and the
comparative analytical approach, where the study produced a set of
results, including a main result: the convergence of the Qatari criminal
legislator in protecting religious belief at the level of thought and practice
with Islamic law in terms of criminalization and punishment in many
citizens, especially since the legislator referred to Some of these crimes
relate to Islamic law for Muslims, and their differences in some other
areas, especially with regard to criminalizing and punishing non—-Muslims
who violate sacred Islamic beliefs.

From this standpoint, the study came out with a set of recommendations,
among which was the hope that the Qatari penal legislator would take into
account the sayings and opinions of Islamic Sharia jurists regarding crimes
that affect the Islamic religious belief, seeking the divine essence, the
prophets, or the Qur’an, if the perpetrator is a non—Muslim, by replacing
the current texts with In terms of criminalization and punishment, these

crimes are subject to the provisions of Islamic Sharia.
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