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Critical studies of «Course in General Linguistics «by E. de Saussure

Mostafa GHELFANE

Casablanca-Maroc

Abstract :

Course in General Linguistics by Saussure, edited by Charles Bally and Albert
Sechehaye 1916 became the basis for the structural approach shedding light on Saussure’s
thought . This edition was a source of misunderstanding for many of the issues in the book
such as issues of the subject of linguistics, language and speech, signifie and emained,
emainedness, referent, shape and concept, synchronic and diachronic linguistics. Some
critical studies pointed out that some sections of the book are confusing because of the
poor wording. The book is problematics also of it’s attribution to the author.

The 1916 edition emained the only document that explained the authers concepts
despite number of critical observations .when Godel published a new edition in 1954 a
new feactures was looming.

This work was developed by Rudolph Engler between 19681974- using philological
studies that revealed misrepresentation of the content of the book some inconsistencies,
termes and misunderstanding of the original concepts.

This article attempts to provide some plain examples adopted by the new editors of
Course in General Linguistics and the mistake made by Bally and Sechehaye.
Key words :

Course in General Linguistics- Saussure-Charles Bally and Albert Sechehaye-
Saussure’s thought

39 g

p2018 puipd & Jo¥) saalt & SHLII it




I e o Siemees
QATAR UNIVERSITY ) néd o ol

Robert Godel (1984-1902) Js2 s Jlec]
Lgauia By ogen 202 1954 L pa s
oo zliial La Ty dills ins g yusssan ]
Godel,) 1894-1890 s L yseuses LgsiS 3 5o o3
~1908 ilatl alall cugs sugyd 3 siiiag (1954
SauUSSUTe, ) yuwge dulls 1ni y3las e Sz 1909

(1957

Rudolf) (2003-1930) ,1aif catsg; plis
2 Jsge odluuloluy La (1974-Engler, 1967
A 3 Dol L glglio L ag 5 9 e 5L
Laciel Gl Aloglazell jalally Lgibilas JMa (se
Ucs ypagen LIS 5l 2 ol gl dLiads I
e slae L3 o L3l Aads oy a5 . 1916
g Ol puolmay 3 pilin Alad o Ayl dad il
A 25 ye
Fragments alolas 131 jzee cdlea 3y b 3 5~ 1

3281 11 1 e e e

‘:L}.Uaﬂ &Uaj_'zd.n =
pugyll
L Al 39939 pcuss Lot 3312 (5531 agumi = 5
NETTPRAEL S-S Ry
Bjjhfmq:@u:mm:m%)_lﬂiw&;bj
SE PO WESEARN Lelyl et 3asel 2 )
oliall el s 3wl g 2t 3l 50 ee!
Olagand! w23 L ooyl Laosatiel il alaglaiel
uﬁl Uggxs colS dua ol , as ouLu.J‘j u...u.AL‘:-J‘
1916 @))M
seeges I 335 el By ol Lo 3l 2

g g B et pduall ¢ all Aol 2

le cours a.Lul alaltl 2 wgys wlis ¢ sl

-y 93 @by de linguistique générale
seeges LaLEN Gl &y lomt] (e Aladas GLSH ool
BN PN Adlall (e JulB sue Glo cada Asalmy
ousoll STl 191151907 s Lo analr ol
J913 4 aileg wang ot JS 5 40 LAl ciIS
Charles",JL% Dol Ll aalatl oM we) al®
Albertel gaw o,y Bally
Albert ,= iy y oyl 3aelue 1916 3t La 2

Sechehaye

Lowls dliayy AL 3y SIS Lo yazg Riedlinger
1S Lo yazs Lle Lgesadg juagen ol ypemy 2B 2
IS ¢ g Ol jguad GAG 2. Jux g @40 s g Hduaa
Crres 1 e om0 o Ll u—wﬁg—iﬁcﬁ)i
Lol Cilgn YW il 3Ll BTy (ingadl!

(LI 2 53150 ol pgan (e Basalong

Jea¥l yatatl -1

ooy G yd eyl 4 biads I3 i e lls
A B gl A B8l Gy pliall (2l Caaia
Al s Alalis ) g saugar bl Gle o
Lalall dilSag yasguns e dll 4B3Me g A jao!
ribead LS a13Me s Bg5¥1 A nalandl doluas ¥ 2
I s iy B S o ] e o€
glatasl BT oasg 0> 5 J By ausan I agaail
BB 5 Rz Ayl (e QI g o L
033limas 4B5e Lngilo G35 2 Em iy a3 b
s ol e wgn b AL e oy A oslaiel
g el olalll 2 5 wgn gyt 19165, i
At it sl ail Lol Lol e toLgad joed Lo
omill sk @ g1 Llad Laie 1385 cllaglane !
(6440 2016/2003. 4uska)» Gametl
Al s il e Jaladll 2. sy Calanin madha oSS
o 38 2 sl oy g il gt aall e

jE

p2018 piyd & Jo¥) saall & SILI alant



Al 43“).333 ugaagju_ujjé ‘:\_4.5‘5? H‘“"" ;LZT' 2
Slogiens dmy - adgill gl LTy alels il
Latyo§ Sl ool g 3L 00 ol 5Lz ¥l g o a3l
d}‘.a';" LAJJLLA;Q:! 4lae u‘).&l_ﬁd‘

Oro Alax I3 e dbiadg Il 55 avuzmtg
Slael dalaietl dumgiolly o glgliall Lyliaz )
2 g =i 2 su el sal ol bl ane -

aladl bl

coogoll el gungad Lol (i yall yuis -

.Louis- Jean Calvet, 1974, p. 17

Al 1 Aaglaiadl Jysi -

IM> pgan il 59’ 359yl (o p2lill Jlca| =

w9y 3ale Luilon pue - 2

i g sy @ S
Uit g ool ogemill (ya el 310 oyl L
oo el pps—cndnias Lz lis lely L gysla
lads LeS  Lagaion (pe ol puiady San g culalS— clls
2 Garalill 458 Jlea rSang TSl 3ol el La
oI il ity 3 siaadl 3aledl puilad ane
Jlealy calmlbiaddl an Joasdy cale gyl
ool Laglisls pe St psugun o Sa3 S5
5] ygul]
Sl Al L dledl 2. (ug)s d (5SS a2
e il slall bl e 4 liady oy
oL 5 s LT 4l Lesga ol el tas SLa Ls
Ll et aladl magys Lagaady o (o)l ool

P oo n s
QATAR UNIVERSITY ) néd o oln

seilesS Wy vl Aais o)l gun il 485 Ho00
Saussure 1993 et 1996) ( Eisuck Komatsu
Ralall ol blalll 2y cugew il nlna 5 5 3011
G e I el v &5 o ulalge AW 2.
il 550 (e IS 3la3 2 090 Ls 329 4 call
aclis) Albert Reidlinger ,itug; e i :@ay
Charles Igb Jolag« (Logirid 2 slgdiy I
.Emile Constanting, kil | .l Patois
53l L iag Gambarara || LS JLils slely
3oy eIl alall ug)s »-25) Quijano Mejia
Jo> peesges Sllsgmle Lgsla g oplailacd bl )

. (Constantin, 2005) g, 2a

Opaazll Lgasl ) L plsluall & Lall Jundy
s Ll Les¥s
916 3, sl 30 50l msd joa agusi-
5385 e Lgimaing  Lgslmnl ¢ Lol sy
A 3 Cyais e 31 Lol 38 Al
Al A aladl ol o9 aladl s ) Laglan! @l
el

3Lty U 5 s o il 3alaill 1 3,1 a1 -
2 lgde (3 e 3,58 Abiady Abglazell Joo!
dadatl il L) Sl 55Lak sueeY!

gom 1l dlaads L (e can OIS 1 plolal] daly -
916 aads 71,5 La)

o Gl AL 3802 5 lell el ,aall I 55l sy -
Leadiss ol Layalans Sl C,aill gy il ey
¥y (Godel, 1959 ) Jssz ¥ < 2y oy

O sl e ginge 2 (1974-Engler, 1967)

a9l 2 LegiS) s @llsd s3] Bualall Legiilaly

Loy I 55 3053 Alenda Alay 5 Lewsy 4513

-4

g

p2018 jiysd & Jo¥ saall & SILI alant




I e o Siemees
QATAR UNIVERSITY ) néd o oln

S o slgluall Jaall &doog 390l Haluadl § 5!
o> (e s Legialinl 2 Leia o) ) sl 4y alB
Lol oo alall slibaalll 20 g Gugys @l 2
2 08 Yo pye cllsgnle sl gas Aloglases (pa il 430
o 1894451893 tu Lo ywsen LS Aalall el Ll
2 NSy dlall culoldl] 2 Calfe 5l m) 2S00 1S
hadatly Lxslgigall (ye dalall @ Laleall 2 953 (2
el A esligute Al 4o yu Il s jonll g
Js> yesusen Lalal o yslalt sténogrammes
CLG/) 1897 a Caiom Ludpall daaladly tae ]
Aluadg b 3y plalia by . (De Mauro, p. 63
CLG/ Engler, 1. p.) il aads 2 Lo glgigall oy e
Led Jslia ¥ of Tus 2_aasa . (108-100 et pp. 107
1294126-125 - Engler) .a_dltl el Lsg=la 2

.(146-1394137-135,

Principes de phonologie: Le phonéme dans la chaine parlée

variations do Pun d’aprés les varia-
tions do Iautro; lo fait seul quil y a
deux éléments entraine un rapport ot
une régle, co qui est trés différent d’une
constatation. *** Dans In rochercho du
principo phonologique, la seionce tra-
vaillo done & controsens en marquant
sa prédilection pour los sons isolés.
s 11 suffit do deux phonémes pour
quion ne sache pius o on en est.

balg, wagn, lang, don
venus plus tard hagal

@une ocelusive qui dans un des cas
cst précéddo, ot dans I'sutro suivio
Q'uno liquido ou d'uno nasale; mais
quien résulte-t-il? ** Aussi longtemps
que g et 7 sont supposés quantitds
homogénos, on no comprond pas pour-
quoi lo eontact g-n produirait d’autres

offets quo n—g.
App. 11 §1 al.§ 80 (18)
9 A ¢dt6 do la phonologio des espéces, 9% [6d; > 713]

il y a done placo pour un scienco qui
prend pour point de départ los groupes
binai conséeutions do pho-
¢ tout autro choso,

d

compte de la / [81] discordance pos-
siblo entro Yeflet chorché ot Toffet
produit; il n’est pas toujours en notro
pouvoir do prononcer ce que nous
avons voulu, * La libertd do lier des
espices phonologiques est limitéo par
[(79)] Ia possibilité do lier les mouve-
ments artioulatoires, * Pour rondro
compto de co qui se passo dans los

2 2 éd. dos | espioos
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