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Investigating View Points of Female Members of
Teaching Staff of the Faculty of Education of King
Abdul Aziz University on Scientific Seminars

Dr. Mahasin Ibrahim Shommo'

Abstract : The objective of this study was to investigate views
of female members of teaching staff of the Faculty of Education
of King Abdul Aziz University in scientific seminars as one
aspect of vocational development. The views were sought in 5
aspects of scientific seminars included: their role in developing
the Faculty; personal benefit from them; obstacles facing them;
attitudes towards their development; need for other aspects of
vocational development. Another objective of the study was to
provide some suggestions and recommendations for the
development of scientific seminars in Faculties of Education in
Saudi Universities general & the Faculty of Education of King
Abdul Aziz University in Al Madinah in specific.

To achieve these objectives a questionnaire that consisted of
60 items was constructed by the researcher and administered to a
sample of 35 female members in the Faculty of Education of
King Abdul Aziz University in Al Madinah in 2002. Data were
analysed by using frequencies, means, standard deviations, chi
square.

The results showed positive role of scientific seminars in
developing the Faculty, particularly in scientific research and
personal benefits such as co-operative work . Also, results
pointed out that the most important obstacles facing the seminars
include shortage of time, big burden of teaching, lack of

! Assistant Professor of Curriculum & Methods of Teahing Family Education

Dep. Of Curriculum, Teaching Methods & Educational Materials
Faculty of Education, King Abdul Aziz University
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budget, lack of modern technologies. Moreover, results showed
positive attitudes of the sample towards development of scientific
seminars & the need for other aspects of vocational development,
specially using of computer & internet.

In addition, the study provided some suggestions that include
continuation of scientific seminars, innovation of criteria for
evaluating these seminars; immediate conduction of training
course in using computer and internet for the members of
teaching staff in the Faculty of Education of King Abdul Aziz
University in Al Madinah, provision of budget for programmes
of vocational development.; use of modern technologies in
conducting scientific seminars. Finally, the study recommends
the generalisation of scientific seminars in all Faculties of
Education in Saudi Universities.
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