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Abdul Qader Al Jirjani's Notion of Meaning
Through Metaphor, Metonomy

and Personification

Dr. Taher Abdul Rahman Al-Qahtani
Department of Arabic
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Qatar

ABSTRACT

This research includes the concept of secondary meanings in
Abd Al Qahir Jirjani's work and its application to metaphor,
metonymy and simile.

What is meant by secondary meanings or signification is rhetorical
meanings as Jirjani put it. For instrance, if you say "I saw a lion",
while not referring to a brave man, then there is no secondary
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meaning involved here. That is because the word/term is used in
its exact, implicit meaning. But if you were referring to "a brave
man", then the word, besides its true meaning, connotes a secondary
meaning by way of metaphor.

What applies to metaphors applies to metonymy as well. If you
say that someone's house has plenty of "ashes" in it, not meaning,
however, that the person is "hospitable”, them the word does not
possess a secondary meaning. However, if you meant that the
person in question is "hospitable”, the word indicates the secondary
meaning. This is metonymy. Thus, what applies to metonymy
applies to simile.

According to Al Jirjani, the basic use of a word is linguistic,
while its rhetorical use is eloquence. In his view the latter constitutes
one of the determining conditions of rhetoric without which there
would be no eloquence.

Al Jirjani's secondary meanings are applied first to the sections
of metonymy, then to metaphors of all types, and finally to both
simile and metaphor.

To sum up, whatsoever Al Jirjan's point was, the research shows
that secondary meanings constitute an eloquent phenomenon
embracing a wide range of topics like figurative expressions,
phraseology, styles of sentence, subject/predicate, and literal and
figurative terminology. To Al Jirjani, however, the most prominent
of these were metonymy, metaphors and simile.
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