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Globalization

Nongovernmental Organizations and Civil
Society

A study of the voluntary organizations
in the GCC countries

Dr. Ali Ahmad Al-Tarrah
Associate Professore - Department of Sociology

Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Kuwait

Abstract

The twentieh Century has been a time of immense social innovation.
Paradoxically, however, one of the social innovations for which
the twentieth century may deserve to be best known is the civil
society sector. The plethora of private, nonpifoﬁt, voluntary and
nongovernmental organizations that have emerged in recent decades
in virtually, every corner of the world to provide vehicles through
which citizens can exercise individual initiative in the private pursuit
of public purposes.

This study examines the growing importance of civil society
organizations such as non-government and non-profit voluntary
organizations, and the effects of globalization on the functions and
roles of these organizations. With special emphasis and analysis
on the civil society and voluntary organizations of countries of the
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Gulf Cooperation Council.

The purpose of this study is to bring into better focus conceptually
as well as empirically the current situation of the civil society
organizations of the G.C.C. countries, and in particular the voluntary
ones.

In order to do so, this study will emphasize the impact of
globalization on the functions of the private sector and voluntary
organizations in G.C.C. countries. Followed by an assessment of
the contributions made by those voluntary organizations to the
welfare of their societies. Concluded by a suggested frame work
for a better civil society organizations.
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