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Abstract

The specialized academic regulation has dominated the production of scientific knowl-
edge during a long period of the twentieth century. Specialized communities seemed to
settle within their intellectual and institutional boundaries pursuing and publishing more
specialized and detailed knowledge about their respective fields. However, the interest
in accurate specialized knowledge engendered a poor perception of social phenomena,
as it does not consider their comprehensive goals and nature. There is an increasing in-
terest in interdisciplinary communications to reach a level of re-integration of knowledge
allowing a more balanced approach to study and research social phenomena while taking
into consideration their comprehensive goals and nature on the one hand, and their de-
tails and components on the other hand, especially in interdisciplinary studies. However,
interdisciplinary studies seem to suffer from confusion and lack of clarity in defining the
concepts and the know-how of the integration process between the visions of specialties
to create an integrated and comprehensive understanding of a phenomenon. In this con-
text, this study proposes the concept of bridging (tajseer) as a framework for knowledge
communication that includes a number of critical benchmarks, especially those related
to problem solving. The study also contributes to displaying the bridging between scien-
tific disciplines, which results in three tracks: the bridging exploration track, the bridging
synthetic track, and the transdisciplinary track. In order to reach these results, the study
benefits from a revision of the philosophical assumptions of social sciences suggesting a
critical realist foundation for such efforts as an alternative to the substantive and herme-
neutical basis of social sciences.

Keywords: Knowledge bridging; Vision; Benchmarks; Tracks
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15- William Newell, “A Theory of Interdisciplinary Studies”, Issues in Integrative Studies, No. 19 (2001), p. 18.
16- Julie Thompson Klein, Interdisciplinarity, History, Theory and Practice (Ohio: Wayne State University Press,
1990), pp. 188-189.

17- K. E. Boulding, “General Systems Theory: The Skeleton of Science”, Management Science, Volume 2, Issue
3 (1956), pp. 197-208.

18- M. Bunge, Method, Model, and Matter (Boston: Reidel, 1973).

19- Ibid.

20- M. Zwick, “Understanding Imperfection”. In Ragsdell, G. and Wilby, J. (eds.), Understanding Complexity (New
York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, 2001).
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University Press: 2006), p. 25.

24- Roy Bhaskar, A Realist Theory of Science (Leeds: Leeds Books: 1975), p. 56.

25- Ibid., p. 51.
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27- Colin Wight, Ibid., p. 104
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tive, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), p. 183.

34- Giovanni Sartori, “Guidelines for Concept Analysis” In Giovanni Sartori (editor), Social Science Concepts: A
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