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Abstract

No doubt that the surprising and sudden decision taken by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA),
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the Kingdom of Bahrain, and Egypt to boycott and impose a
land, sea, air and diplomatic blockade on Qatar raises many issues relating to international re-
lations, neighborhood relationships, and customs and traditions. The blockade imposed on Qa-
tar resulted in many violations of the country’s economic, social, security and political rights,
which are guaranteed by the international and regional treaties. This study demonstrates that
the case of Qatar is a real blockade and not a boycott according to the definition of the term
“blockade” from the linguistic and international jurisprudence perspectives. It shows that the
blockading countries are lacking international references, mainly the Article 7 of the Charter
of the United Nations that provides the Security Council solely the authority of taking such
a decision according to the Article 41, ordering to take the necessary measures against the
aggressing state(s) or those threatening the international peace and security. The Council may
order the suspension of economic, rail transportation, maritime, air, postal, communication
and telecommunication relations, partially or totally, or the suspension of diplomatic relations
with such countries. Therefore, the blockade imposed on Qatar by the four countries is a clear
violation of the international law and treaties, especially those relating to human rights and
combatting terrorism. It also violates the regional treaties such as the Charter of the League
of Arab States and the GCC, which includes three states imposing the blockade, namely KSA,
UAE and Bahrain, and the fourth state, Qatar, which is the victim of the blockade. In this
regard, the international responsibility of the blockading states is obvious because of the
damaging effects of their act on the State of Qatar, which provides Qatar the right to set up a
case of international responsibility against these countries and claim compensation due to the
huge damage caused by the blockade on its institutions, citizens, and residents.

Keywords: Blockade; Boycott; International treaties; Regional agreements; International re-
sponsibility
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