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About Ibn Khaldon Center

Ibn Khaldon Center for Humanities and Social Sciences is a research entity
affiliated to the Office of the Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies
at Qatar University. Ibn Khaldon Center involves in developing humanities
and social sciences, bridging, indigenization, cross-cultural fertilisation,
renovation, and relevance. It consists of two sections: section of humanities
and section of social sciences.
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About the Conference

During the last two decades and in parallel with its quest to play a more signif-
icant role on the international scene, Turkey began the process of re-opening
up to the Arab world as its strategic depth. This initiative led to an increase
in Turke’s political, economic, and cultural interaction with the Arab world.
It was also accompanied by an apparent rise in Ankara’s soft power in the
region.

However, after the outbreak of the Arab revolutions, Turkey’s relations with
some Arab countries faced several challenges. The collapse of the legitima-
cy of many regional governments, the spread of the phenomenon of «failed
states,» the increase in foreign interventions, and the rise of radical groups
created a chaotic environment. These developments prompted Turkey to
increase its political and defense engagement and depend more on «hard
power» to create to balance the regional and international actors in the region
and to ward off the security repercussions resulting from the increase in the
regional void, foreign interference, and terrorism.

The major global trends indicate that regional powers will play a more signif-
icant role in the future in terms of reshaping reality in different parts of the
world, including the Middle East. In this context, the significance of Turkey
as a regional power and its regional and international weight dictate the need
to study it scientifically and objectively to reach a better and more accurate
understanding of it.

Therefore, and based on the fact that knowledge is power and that crises
pose challenges but create opportunities, the conference seeks to be a re-
gional and international platform for an in-depth scholarly discussion of Ar-
ab-Turkish relations: the challenges facing these relations, ways to overcome
them, in addition to exploring new opportunities for cooperation, coordina-
tion, and increasing the joint workspace between the two parties in a way
that would contribute to achieving security, stability, and prosperity for the
countries and the people of the region.
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Conference Themes

Theme I: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy

» “The Quest for Stability”: Turkish relations with unstable Arab countries,
challenges, and opportunities for stability and peace.

» “New Horizons?”: The unstable relations between Turkey and some Arab
countries: Are there new prospects?

» “Emerging Relationships”: Turkey’s Emerging Relationships with Some
Arab Countries: Aspirations and Challenges.

Theme II: The Security and Defense

» “Unconventional Risks and Threats”: Covers topics such as water, food,
energy, terrorism, cybersecurity, etc.

» “Arab-Turkish Military Relations”: Challenges facing the development of
professional relations between Turkey and the Arab countries.

» “Defense Industry Cooperation”: Opportunities for cooperation in the field
of investment, manufacturing, technology transfer, and training.

Theme lll: Economy and Investment

» “Renewable Energy”: The challenges and opportunities for cooperation in
the field of technology development and the use of renewable energy in
Turkey and the Arab world.

» “Islamic banking”: The challenges of opportunities for cooperation in this
sector and means of developing it and expanding reliance on it in the
banking transactions.

» “Free Trade”: The challenges and opportunities, obstacles facing trade
liberalization, and possible means to increase the volume of mutual trade.

10
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Theme IV: Society and Culture

» “Mutual Perceptions of Arabs and Turks”: In educational curricula, drama
productions, public culture, or internal and foreign policies.

» “Higher Education”: The problems and challenges facing the development
of joint initiatives between the two parties in the field of education, and
means to overcome, in a manner that helps deepening the Arab-Turkish
relations.
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Conference Agenda

Saturday 27 November 2021

Inaugural Address

15:00 - 15:07
12:00 - 12:07 GMT

His Excellency Dr. Hassan Al-Derham - President of Qatar
University

15:07 - 15:15
12:07 - 12:15 GMT

Dr. Nayef Bin Nahar - Director of Ibn Khaldon Center.

15:15 - 15:25
12:15 - 12:25 GMT

Dr. Ali Bakir - Research Assistant Professor in Ibn Khaldon.

15:30-17:30
12:30-14:30 GMT

Dr. Mazhar Al-Zoubi

Session 1: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy

Chair

Seyda Betul Aydin

‘Strongman’ or ‘Warlord’: Libya’s Battle of Frames via Al Jazeera
English and TRT World.

Dr. Omar Munassar

Understanding Turkey’s Strategic Hedging against the Roles of Iran
and Saudi Arabia in Yemen’s Civil War.

Dr. Hazal Muslu EIl Berni

Saudi Arabia-Turkey Relations after the 2017 Gulf Crisis: The
Ambiguities, Continuities and Shifts in Speech Acts.

Dr. Eyiip Ersoy

Turkey-Algeria Relations in the Post-Arab Spring Period: The
Promise of Enhanced Cooperation.

Dr. TUBA YILDIZ

Neo-Ottomanism or the Pursuit of Stability: Lebanon and Socio-
Religious Approaches in Turkish Politics.
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Sunday 28 November 2021

15:30-17:30
12:30-14:30 GMT

Dr. Ali Bakir

Session 2: Security and Defense

Chair

Dr. Nuri YESILYURT

Analysing Turkey’s Security Engagement in Post-Gadhafi Libya
within the Context of Security Sector Reform.

Nesibe Hicret Bat-taloglu

Ideational Factors in Turkey’s Alignment with Qatar and Its Impact
on Regional Security.

Badereddin A. B. Seyam

The Dynamics of Strategic Relations Between Turkey and Qatar.

Dr. Ali Abo Rezeg

2021-Gaza war: The Limits of Turkey’s Foreign Policy in Support of
the Palestinian Cause.

18:00-20:00
15:00-17:00 GMT

Dr. Ahmad Azem

Session 3: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy

Chair

Bilal Salaymeh

The Impact of Turkish Model of Post-Conflict Peacebuilding on the
Remaking of the Arab Local Political Order.

Joe Hammoura

From “Soft power” to “hard power”: Turkish policies toward Syria
and the pursuit of stability and peace.

Betul Dogan-Akkas

Trench war of the Historic Blocs: Turkey’s role in the tangled Gulf.

Omar Salah Mohammed

Iraq and Turkey: Dilemmas of Cooperation and Ways to Address
Them.
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Monday 29 November 2021

15:30-17:30
12:30-14:30 GMT

Dr. Othman Al-Thawadi

Session 4: Economy, investment, and energy

Chair

Dr. Arif Orcun S6ylemez

The Prospects of A Currency Union Between Qatar and Turkey.

Dr. Erhan Akkas

Examining the Economic and Financial Relationship between Qatar
and Turkey: A Case of Islamic Finance Sector.

Amine AOUISSI

The Common Currency to Promote Qatari-Turkish Economic
Integration: The Digital Islamic Dinar as a Model.

Elif Selin Calik

Green Energy Investment of Qatar in Turkey and its Effect to Defeat
Climate Change: Challenges and Benefits.

Shaho faeq ahmed

Turkey’s role in Developing the Energy Sector in Irag: Opportunities
and Challenges).

18:00-20:00
15:00-17:00 GMT

Dr. Badrane benlahcene

Session 5: Society and Culture

Chair

Asma Elliheouel

Arab-Turkish Acculturation and the Challenges of Educational
Intermarriage between the Two Parties: The Tuni-sian Case.

Dr. Mohammad Jaber
Thalgi

Enhancing Cooperation between Turkish and Jordanian Universities.

Ibrahim Ismael

The Role of Translation in Building Right Perceptions between Arabs
and Turks.

Abderrazzaq elazzouzi

Moroccan-Turkish Relations: Cooperation in the Field of Scientific
Research and Higher Education.

Mohammed Nour
Al-namer

Syrians in the Turkish Curriculum: Social Studies Textbook as an
Example.

20:05 - 20:00
17:05 - 17:00 GMT

Closing Remarks
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Dr. Mazhr Al Zoubi is an Associate Professor and the Chair of the Department
of International Affairs at Qatar University. His interests both as an academic
and a public scholar focus on globalization, postcolonial studies, and critical
social theory. His current research addresses the question of cultural identity,
social movements (primarily in the Arab world), and popular culture in the
global context.
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Speakers g9 LiLaJl

Dr. Tarek Cherkaoui

Dr Tarek Cherkaoui is the Manager of the TRT World Research Centre in
Istanbul, Turkey. He is the author of ‘The News Media at War: The Clash of
Western and Arab Networks in the Middle East’ (I.B. Tauris, 2017). He holds
a PhD in media and communication studies from the Auckland University
of Technology (New Zealand). Cherkaoui’s broader research themes include
international relations, strategic communications, public diplomacy, interna-
tional broadcasting, news framing, and media-military relations —specifically
within a Middle Eastern context.

Abstract: ‘Strongman’ or ‘Warlord’: Libya’s Battle of Frames via Al
Jazeera English and TRT World.

While the Libyan civil war continues unabated since 2011, this paper aims to
scrutinise some of the media framing pertaining to this war. Given that Turkey
and Qatar play a pivotal role in supporting the UN-backed government in Lib-
ya, this study will examine two key broadcasters based in Turkey and Qatar,
namely TRT World and Al Jazeera English.

Using quantitative analysis through text analysis, primary data of both media
organisations will be studied. The data pertains to five key events in the war
from March 18, 2016, to August 8, 2020. Among the key objectives of this
study is to uncover the main frames that were employed to describe Khalifa
Haftar, as well as the counter-frames that faced his media image. The framing
analysis will be supplemented by a review of secondary data from different
news outlets.
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Combining quantitative and qualitative analysis adds value to this study and
provides a historical scope and analytical acuity. Moreover, examining how
TRT World and Al Jazeera English represent some of the key protagonists of
the Libyan conflict while contrasting such a representation with other media
will shed more light on the battle of narratives surrounding this war.
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Dr. Hazal Muslu El Berni

Hazal Muslu El Berni is a PhD candidate at the Department of International
Relations, Kadir Has University. She is currently writing her thesis on “Deci-
sion-Making Process in Saudi Foreign Policy: Regional Security Perceptions
towards Iran”. She is interested in Gulf politics and security, critical security,
and Saudi foreign policy. She is based in Paris and Istanbul.

Abstract: Saudi Arabia-Turkey Relations after the 2017 Qatar Cri-
sis: The Ambiguities, Continuities, and Shifts in Speech Acts.

The Saudi-Turkey relations historically followed ambiguous and tactical trends
depending on reaching standard regional security policies during regional cri-
ses, wars, and conflicts. The shifting, contradictory, and multipolar dynamics
of the regional scale on the Saudi and Turkish decision-makers have con-
structed the regional security perception of both actors. The discourse of
national solidarity, sense of national duty, and responsibility to act with the
interests of the Saudi state reconstructed Saudi foreign policy discourse from
the private to the public sphere after the 2017 Qatar crisis. While Saudi Ara-
bia utilized its wealth and financial power to shape the Turkish foreign policy
following the kingdom’s interests, such as enforcing an informal boycott on
Turkish products, Turkish decision-making actors appeared to adopt a more
accommodating foreign policy discourse not to jeopardize the relations. The
ambiguity of the evolution of the bilateral ties have been illustrated at the at-
tempts of decision-makers to relate the securitization issue with the political
history of the links, the impact of the domestic political and economic crisis
on their foreign policy actions, their leadership’s regional security perceptions
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against the domestic stability of each other and to other regional states. This
research aims at analyzing the discourse construction of the decision-makers
in reconstructing their regional security policies and foreign policy image at
the domestic, regional and international level according to the speech act
theory of the Copenhagen school. It will search for the impact of the power of
the imposition of top-down narratives to reshape the domestic politics, state
control on building the regional security narratives through the repetitions of
security practices towards each other’s regional security policies.
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Dr. Eyiip Ersoy

Dr. Eylp Ersoy is a lecturer in the Department of International Relations at
Ahi Evran University. Dr. Ersoy received his PhD from the Department of In-
ternational Relations at Bilkent University. Dr. Ersoy’s areas of interest include
Turkey-Middle East relations, and Turkey-Algeria relations. Dr. Ersoy previ-
ously studied Arabic at the University of Damascus. Dr. Ersoy is also fluent in
Persian and French.

Abstract: Turkey-Algeria Relations in the Post-Arab Spring Peri-
od: The Promise of Enhanced Cooperation.

In the post-Arab Spring period, bilateral relations between Turkey and Al-
geria have assumed additional impetus. The increased diplomatic activism
between the two states is observable in several areas of the bilateral relation-
ship. For example, subsequent to the advent of the Arab Spring, Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan has paid four visits to Algeria in 2013, 2014, 2018, and 2020. In a
similar vein, former Algerian Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdelkader Messaleh
paid an official visit to Ankara in February 2018. This was the first visit of an
Algerian foreign minister to Turkey after 10 years. Cooperation in the energy
sector has traditionally constituted the pivot of the relations between Turkey
and Algeria. This paper argues that regional dynamics have created addition-
al incentives for the governments of the two countries to enhance bilateral
cooperation. Turkey and Algeria, as a result, have sought to expand their
engagements to the realms of regional diplomacy, economic partnership,
defense industry, and societal interaction. One example is the agreement
signed during the visit of Turkish President Erdogan to Algeria in January
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2020 on the formation of a ‘high level strategic cooperation council’ between
the two countries. This growing interest in a mutually beneficial relationship
based on common interests holds a good deal of promise for the progress of
bilateral relations between Turkey and Algeria in the post-Arab Spring period.
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Dr. TUBA YILDIZ

»

Asst. Prof. at Istanbul University, Faculty of Theology, Department of History
of Islamic Sects. Graduated from Istanbul University in 2009 and completed
her dissertation about Political and Legal Stuation of the Druzes and Ma-
ronites in 19th century in 2018. Author of the book titled “Gelenegin Hukuku
Osmanl’'nin Adaleti: Durziler ve Maruniler”. Interested in history and current
socio-politics structure of Lebanon.

Abstract: Neo-Ottomanism or the Pursuit of Stability: Lebanon
and Socio-Religious Approaches in Turkish Politics.

Lebanon, having the image of a micro-Ottoman state with its multi-identi-
ty and multi-sectarian structure, had a non-visible relationships with Turkey
during the modern era after the independence and the post civil-war period
in which the political process has been reconstructured. Despite it loses the
balance from time to time due to political instability in Lebanon the political
closeness with Turkey continued through mutual negotiations since Lebanon
became a part of relationships established by Turkish government with the
Arabian countries in the 2000s. While Turkey increased its support to Leba-
non especially after Lebanon-Israel war in 2006 which caused political and
economic destruction in the country, also the crises appeared right after the
Arab Spring has led Turkey to follow the sensitive politics over the Lebanon
and its sectarian groups. In this sense, reactions which arose both global-
ly and within Lebanon’s internal political arena against Turkey’s increasing
regional activism brought along some ideological questions about Turkey’s
approach towards Lebanon. One of these questions “Does Turkes desire to
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establish a new Ottoman administration in Middle East?” has been used fre-
quently when the relationship of Turkey with Lebanon is concerned. Although
the negative atmosphere which some sectarian groups in Lebanon tried to
create through the Ottoman Empire did not play an effective role in the po-
litical arena but it was occasionally used as a trump card against Turkey’s
Lebanon policy.
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Dr. Omar Munassar

Omar Munassar is an Assistant Professor in the Department of International
Relations at Bursa Uludag University, Bursa, Turkey. His research interests
include the areas of foreign policy and security affairs in the Middle East
with a focus on Turkey, the Gulf region, and Yemen. He received his Ph.D. in
International Relations from Bursa Uludag University and MA from University
of Warsaw.

Abstract: Understanding Turkey’s Strategic Hedging against the
Roles of Iran and Saudi Arabia in Yemen’s Civil War.

Despite the Turkish Ottoman legacy in Yemen, good relationship with the
Yemeni Islamist Islah Party, and support for the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen,
a variety of domestic and regional complications, including the Qatar crisis,
caused Turkey to withdraw from the coalition and reconsider its relations with
Saudi Arabia and Iran. Unlike in Libya, Turkey has chosen not to engage in
Yemen or align with any of the local war stakeholders, including the interna-
tionally recognized government, the Houthis, and the Southern Transitional
Council, as well as the foreign war stakeholders, mainly Saudi Arabia and
Iran. This article contributes to the literature on Turkish-Arab relations, region-
al powers behavior, and strategic hedging in the Middle East. It argues that
Turkey’s foreign policy toward Yemen’s civil war indicates a paradox. It shift-
ed from the proactive regional activism to a relatively passive role in Yemen,
which left implications for Turkey and the region; the foremost is Iran’s un-
der-balancing. Also, it argues that instead of using the concepts of neutrality
and isolationism to explain Turkish Yemen’s civil war, the strategic hedging
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concept provides a better understanding of Turkey’s rationale for such a pol-
icy which arises from a risk and gain calculation and management. Indeed,
in Yemen, Turkey has deliberately preferred to hedge against domestic chal-
lenges and regional competitors by strategically avoiding legal, logistical, and
ideo-political risks and strategically managing regional influence priorities,
alliances, and economic interests concerning Iran and Saudi Arabia.

32

i e Sl e Sl S e Sl S el fea S A e S e S e e



Dr. Arif Orcun Séylemez

Dr. Soylemez is a Professor of Economics at Marmara University. He was
formerly a visiting scholar at the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard
University. He holds a Ph.D in economics from the Suffolk University and an
MBA degree from HEC-Paris. He was the recipient of the George Mason
University’s The Institute for Humane Studies Scholarship in 2009 and was
named Dan Searle Fellow in 2010 by the Dan Searle Foundation in Washing-
ton DC. Before the academia, he was economist at the ABN AMRO Asset
Management and Is Bankasi, and researcher at the Beaconhill Institute, a
Boston-based bipartisan think-tank.

Abstract: The Prospects of A Currency Union Between Qatar and
Turkey.

Gains from establishing a currency union - such as the gains that arise from
resource savings in the financial and foreign exchange transactions, from
resource reallocation or from increased trade volume, among others — are
well- documented in the literature. However, the exact list of the prerequisites
for establishing a mutually beneficial currency area is still a field in need of
much work. The Eurozone Debt Crisis (2008-2012) has served as an intrigu-
ing real-life example for a list of not-to-dos when establishing a currency un-
ion without fiscal integration. Based on the lessons from the Eurozone Debt
Crisis, our research shows the reasons of why a currency union that has been
established by countries with large total factor productivity differences are
doomed to collapse eventually unless the less-productive countries of the
union is endowed with a highly demand inelastic tradable commodity that
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it can export to the more-productive members of the union, thus controlling
for the destructive impact of the current account imbalances accumulating
within the union. This general framework, as can be seen, is fundamentally
suitable to answer a question like whether Turkey and Qatar could establish
a mutually-beneficial currency union. Our preliminary analyses to this very
question is affirmative: Turkey and Qatar could indeed establish a mutually
beneficial and highly resilient currency union with the possibility of being ex-
tended to include even other Arab countries that are rich in natural resources.
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Dr. Nuri YESILYURT

Dr. Yesilyurt received his B.A. degree from Ankara University in 2004 and M.
Phil. degree from the University of Cambridge in 2005. His M.Phil thesis was
on Turkish-Arab relations during the World War One. Dr. Yesilyurt completed
his Ph.D. in 2013 at Ankara University with the thesis titled “Regime Security
and Small State in the Middle East: The Case of Jordan.” His publications are
mainly focused on Turkish-Arab relations, and MENA politics. Dr. Yesilyurt
will be a senior research fellow at University of Kent (UK) during 2012-2022
academic year under the sponsorship of Turkish Scientific and Technological
Research Council.

Abstract: Analysing Turkey’s Security Engagement in post-
Gadhafi Libya within the Context of Security Sector Reform.

Since 2011 revolution, Libya has gradually become a key state in Turkey’s
foreign policy towards North Africa and Eastern Mediterranean. Besides be-
ing actively involved in post-revolution political processes, Turkey has also
been militarily engaged in Libya, especially following the launch of the east-
ern-based Libyan National Army’s offensive against the Government of Na-
tional Accord in Tripoli in 2019. As it seems, Libya’s political future will be
extremely critical in determining the fate of Turkey’s regional interests. Since
the security sector in Libya is extremely fragmented among myriad informal
armed groups, any future political solution to the ongoing crisis will eventually
depend on successful implementation of a Security Sector Reform (SSR).
Though all local and international attempts of SSR in Libya have failed so
far, Turkey’s recent military engagement in Libya involves many SSR-related
activities, such as training and modernizing Libyan armed forces.
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This paper aims to analyse and problematize Turkey’s SSR-related activities
in Libya since 2011. Within this scope, it will try to answer following ques-
tions: What are the main motivations behind Turkey’s SSR engagement in
Libya? What are the main principles and conceptualizations guiding Turkey’s
SSR-related activities? Does Turkey take SSR as solely a technical military
expertise, or does it situate it in a wider peacebuilding and state-building
context? Are Turkey’s SSR-related activities really relevant with the facts on
the ground, and with the needs of the Libyan people? In accordance with
these research questions, the paper will be composed of three sections: The
first section will examine the place of Libya in Turkish foreign policy, and rea-
sons behind Turkey’s closer military engagement in recent years. The second
section will include an empirical analysis of Turkey’s SSR-related activities
since 2011, along with their assessment within the scope of SSR literature.
And the last section will debate the relevancy of Turkey’s SSR-related activi-
ties in Libya, considering local conditions and needs.

The research will benefit from three distinct but related academic fields: First
of all, Turkish Foreign Policy literature will be used in order to situate Libya
in Turkey’s regional strategy. Secondly, academic literature on Libyan history
and politics will be employed in order to explain local needs and conditions.
Lastly, both liberal and critical writings in SSR and post-conflict peacebuild-
ing literature will be used in order to asses Turkey’s SSR engagement in Lib-
ya. The research will be supported by interviews with Turkish figures involved
in SSR planning and implementation in Libya..
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Dr. Erhan Akkas

Erhan Akkas has a BA in Economics from Istanbul University. He also has an
MA in Global Political Economy from the University of Sussex (UK) — his the-
sis examined “the impact of sovereign wealth funds on the GCC countries”.
He holds a PhD in Islamic economics and finance from Durham University
(UK) in 2019. His PhD thesis is on “the role of knowledge on economic devel-
opment, banking performance, the institutional emergence of Islamic banks”.
Akkas conducted field studies and research projects in the GCC countries
during his PhD research. Akkas joined to Agri University, Turkey, in 2020 as
a lecturer. He is also visiting research fellow at Durham University Business
School. His recent publication is about “public and private investment in the
hydrocarbon-based rentier economies” published by “Resources Policy”
with his colleagues. Akkas’ recent research includes the political economy,
economic development, Islamic finance, sovereign wealth funds, and the
knowledge-based economy.

Abstract: Examining the Economic and Financial Relationship
between Qatar and Turkey: A Case of Islamic Finance Sector.

The rise of Islamic finance began with the petrodollar in the 1970s, which
triggered structural and ideological transformations in the GCC’s financial
system. This is exemplified by the fact that GCC countries have experienced
improved prosperity due to the prodigious accumulation of wealth generated
oil revenues. As a result of their huge oil revenues, the GCC countries have
played a vital role in the development of Islamic finance within the global
financial market, accounting for 42% of global total Islamic finance assets by
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2019. Their share of the sector means the GCC countries have the greatest
share of Islamic banking assets in the context of the regional financial mar-
kets compared to other countries. Among the GCC countries, Qatar is one of
the most remarkable countries in the region by becoming a major global plat-
form for Islamic finance with an increase of its Islamic finance assets by year;
and naming the world’s wealthiest countries regarding the per capita income.

Qatar implements all the available instruments within the Islamic finance in-
dustry, such as Islamic banking assets, sukuk, takaful, Islamic funds, and in-
vestment companies and finance companies. Furthermore, Qatar ranks fifth
in Islamic finance assets’ global rankings and has 28 Islamic financial institu-
tions. Furthermore, Qatar’s Islamic financial institutions focus on serving in-
ternal demand first and secondly external demand to maximise benefit from
further growth opportunities. However, conventional financial institutions are
more active in financial system internationally. For example, Although Turkey
has been a remarkable partner for Qatar regarding their economic, financial,
and political relationship, within the increase of their relationship, Islamic fi-
nance has not been prominent as much as being in conventional finance.
Moreover, although two Qatari conventional banks had bought conventional
Turkish banks in 2015 and 2016, there is not any acquisition or partnership in
Islamic banks among these two countries.

This study examines the potential relationship between Qatar and Turkey in
terms of the Islamic financial sector. In this regard, this paper argues that
these two countries have financial potential and can develop their partner-
ship in Islamic financial sectors. To support this paper’s argument, a partner-
ship between Qatar and Turkey in the Islamic financial sector will be present-
ed through secondary data by depicting acquisitions of financial institutions
in these two countries. This will help to examine the potential role of Islamic
financial institutions for Qatar and Turkey. Therefore, the study’s primary ob-
jective is to fulfil the gap providing a valuable contribution to the literature on
the bilateral economic relationship between Qatar and Turkey.
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Bilal Salaymeh

| am a researcher at Center on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding
CCDP, and a doctoral candidate in International Relations/Political Science
Program at the Graduate Institute IHEID, Geneva. Before joining CCDP, |
worked for three years at SETA Foundation Foreign Policy Research Depart-
ment in Ankara, focusing on Syrian and Libyan crisis and Turkish engage-
ment in the region, and as a project assistant for two projects on Security
Sector Reform SSR and Counter Violent Extremism CVE in Libya. | write and
comment on Turkish policies in the region, in Arabic, Turkish and English.

Abstract: The Impact of Turkish Model of Post-Conflict Peace-
building on the Remaking of the Arab Local Political Order.

From Somalia to Northern Syria and more recently in Libya, Turkey is en-
gaging in post-conflict ‘stabilization’ and ‘state-building’ projects in the Arab
states. However, while doing so, Turkey is also exporting its own model of
governing and norms, which will affect the local political order and the long
run Arab state reformation. Yet, the Turkish impact on shaping the local
political order formation is under-researched. This paper aims at filling this
scholarly and policy gap. Following indicatively analyzing the Turkish role in
Northern Syria, the paper argues that the Turkish model of peacebuilding has
the following features: prioritizing SSR, de-centralized local governance, re-
construction-led stabilization, and revitalizing the tribal and ethnic bonds. In
the following section, the paper tries to uncover the possible impact of these
features on shaping the local political order, and the long run Arab state refor-
mation. It argues that the Turkish model of peacebuilding would enhance the
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services and infrastructure, ensure more stability, though vulnerable to ethnic
unrests, but it would also lead to the demising of local Arab political agency
and hence may risk the Arab state reformation.
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Nesibe Hicret Battaloglu

Nesibe Hicret Battaloglu is a PhD Candidate at the Middle East Technical
University (METU) in Ankara, Turkey, and a Research Assistant in the Gulf
Studies Center, Qatar University, Doha, Qatar. Battaloglu obtained an MA
Degree in Gulf Studies at Qatar University with a thesis on Turkey and Iran’s
soft power in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. Her research inter-
ests are international relations of the Gulf monarchies, Turkey-GCC relations
and identity and foreign policy nexus in the Gulf.

Abstract: Ideational Factors in Turkey’s Alignment with Qatar and
Its Impact on Regional Security.

Turkey and Qatar have developed exceptionally cordial relations and aligned
their foreign policies on many regional issues. Since 2010, Turkey and Qatar
took more steps to strengthen their alliance, and in 2015 agreed to launch a
Turkish military base in Qatar. In the 2017 Gulf crisis, Turkey quickly aligned
with Qatar to alleviate Doha’s physical and political isolation, despite the
risks of incurring material losses and of sacrificing relations with blockading
countries. The existing works on Turkey’s increasing partnership with Qatar
focuses on regional power distribution since Arab Spring, political develop-
ments and to some extend economic imperatives as the underlying factors.
It has been argued that already isolated in the region, Turkey has deepened
its relations with Qatar and Ankara’s pro-Qatari response in the Gulf crisis
can be explained as path-dependency in foreign policy making. The agency
of ideational factors in Turkey’s alignment with Qatar has not taken the credit
it deserved in the literature.
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Apart from economic imperatives or regional security dimension, this paper
argues that ideational elements and norms play a crucial role in Turkey’s for-
eign policy towards Qatar. The aim of this research is to analyze what the
ideational foundations of this relationship are; and to explore the implications
of the Turkey-Qatar alliance on regional security amid intra-Sunni disputes.
This research capitalizes on foreign policy patterns, statements and practices
of the Turkish government officials along with semi-structured interviews with
experts. Theoretically and analytically, the paper utilizes an eclectic frame-
work, drawing on theories of national role conceptions and foreign policy
analysis.

The paper argues that Role Theory and National Role Conceptions framework
appear as a practical, useful and coherent approach to delve into ideational
factors in Turkey’s foreign policy towards Qatar in the last decade. Regional
leader, regional protector, defender of Islam, faithful ally, and resisting-reject-
ing-reconstituting actor are the role conceptions that this research capitalizes
on to explain that ideational elements interplays with material capabilities
depending on domestic and regional developments in shaping Turkey’s align-
ment with Qatar. It is not plausible to isolate one dimension completely in Tur-
key’s alignment with Qatar and Ankara’s foreign policy towards Doha over the
last decade. Yet, by focusing ideational elements this paper tries to highlight
what remains at the margin in explaining this partnership and its implications
for regional order in the post-Arab Uprisings.
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Betul Dogan-Akkas

Betul Dogan-Akkas is a PhD candidate in a joint degree programme between
Qatar University and Durham University. She received her MA degree from
Qatar University Gulf Studies Center for a thesis titled ‘Securitization of Qa-
tari Foreign Policy’. She completed her BA in international relations at Bilkent
University. Her research and publications focus on foreign policymaking, se-
curity policies and state— society relations of the Gulf states.

Abstract: Trench war of the Historic Blocs: Turkey’s role in the
tangled Guilf.

The Arab Gulf monarchies have experienced new opportunities and restric-
tions in domestic and foreign policy-making, marking ten years of the Arab
uprisings. With use of post-structuralist interpretation of hegemony, this
study defines the Arab uprisings as an organic crisis that has deeply affected
the intra-GCC relations and the roles of small Arab monarchies in the region.
Alternative stances in the monarchies’ foreign policymaking, particularly for
the UAE and Qatar, triggered antagonisms in the discourses and led to a
trench war on the GCC. The Gulf crisis 2017 thus was a conjunctural crisis
that institutionalized the diverse imaginaries in the GCC.

The research aims to approach the Arab-Turkish Relations in the post- Arab
Spring era with examining Turkey’s deepening access to Qatar. It is valid to
say that the maintenance of Saudi Arabia’s hegemony in the GCC does not
provide spaces to the UAE’s and Qatar’s counter-hegemonic discourses in
Yemen, Libya, Egypt and with their relations with Iran and Turkey. Although
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the Gulf Crisis was mainly for timing Qatar’s counter-hegemonic discourse,
the UAE’s diverse stance in Yemen, Libya and the Horn of Africa is also an
indication of new voices in the region-wide foreign policymaking. Thus, the
clash of the status quo and change is a convenient tool to scrutinize chal-
lenges and opportunities for the positioning Turkey in the region.

The paper approaches antagonisms emerged in the GCC by the Arab spring
to answer the main research question: how has the Turkey’s positioning in
the GCC contributed Qatar’s counter-hegemonic discourse? The primary ar-
gument is that the Arab uprisings has dislocated the segmented hegemony
in the GCC dominated by Saudi Arabia and Qatar’s stance in the regional af-
fairs has constructed a counter-hegemonic narrative since then. Turkey is the
country at the center of antagonisms through formation of the historic blocs
among the parties of the trench war. The paper thus will theorize Turkey’s ties
with Qatar since the beginning of Arab Spring through the hegemonic pro-
ject of the post-structuralist discourse theory by Ernesto Laclau and Chantal
Mouffe. This will help the paper to scrutinize not only Turkey’s deepening
political and military alliances with Qatar but also the antagonism of the UAE
(in Libya and the Mediterranean) and Saudi Arabia towards Turkey’s role in
the GCC. This paper thus will contribute to the literature on the Arab-Turk-
ish relations with theorizing Turkey’s role in the GCC crisis, which is a topic
became highly questionable in the Gulf studies after the current resolution of
the regional tension.
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Elif Selin Calik

Elif Selin Calik is a journalist and PhD Candidate academic based in London.
Her focus is on energy politics and Turkey’s foreign policy. She is also climate
and human right activist. Calik is Vice Director of ICDD (The International
Council for Diplomacy and Dialogue) recognized by Europa’s Transparency
Register as well as the ESA’s Civil Society System (UN Department of Eco-
nomic and Social Affairs).

Selin is a regular contributor to publications like TRT World, Daily Sabah, Yeni
Safak, and Middle East Monitor. She was one of the founders of the In-Depth
News Department of Anadolu News Agency. Every year, she participates in
the United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP) as an observer to fight
against climate change. She holds an MA in Cultural Studies from the Inter-
national University of Sarajevo and a second MA in Global Diplomacy from
SOAS at the University of London.

Abstract: Green Energy Investment of Qatar in Turkey and its Ef-
fect to Defeat Climate Change: Challenges and Benefits.

Natural Resources such as natural gas and oil have their dual aspects as
positive and negative. They may be used to produce energy and to pollute
the environment respectively. Environmental change is presenting progres-
sively considerable difficulties to all humanity and has been distinguished
as the most squeezing worldwide ecological issue, with possibly calami-
tous ramifications for the human turn of events. Today, the emphasis is on
techniques for moderation and transformation, including public activity and
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worldwide participation. It’s an issue with extraordinary qualities. It is a world-
wide test that requires aggregate arrangements with governments. Further, it
is a drawn-out issue with combined results. The modern age can’t tackle the
issue single-handedly, yet it is liable for dire activity in the interest of any kind
of family down the line. Energy Report 2021 published by International Ener-
gy Agency (IEA) clarifies after Covid-19, there is a wider impact on the global
energy source. The reason behind choosing this extensive topic is the need
for energy in all sapphires of life. If it is taken from natural resources like nat-
ural gas or LNG (liquefied natural gas), energy production will be cheap and
carbon will be discharged. Qatar reported in November 2019 that it intended
to lift the creation of condensed petroleum gas (LNG) by 64% to 126 million
tons each year by 2027, putting oil majors hustling to get a stake in the Gulf
country’s development plans compelled to make the best offer.

In the meantime, Turkey is arising as a cutthroat LNG market, with limits
with respect to current and potential LNG providers. The higher LNG cost
on the marketplace in Turkey is empowering nations, like Qatar, to enter the
market with a more drawn-out term viewpoint. This article assesses how Qa-
tar’s gigantic LNG ventures to Turkey will impact the ecological arrangements
to overcome environmental change. It will likewise address the inquiries on
how fortifying the LNG framework and expanding the volume of LNG imports
among Qatar and Turkey will impact climate and how Qatar’s LNG can work
on its green accreditations.
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Abstract: The Dynamics of Strategic Relations Between Turkey
and Qatar.

Turkey has formulated an open policy towards the world, especially the Arab
and the Islamic world, after Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi or the “Justice and De-
velopment Party” (AKP) won the presidential election in 2002. Following this,
Turkey has improved its diplomacy, trade, and investment with the states
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Turkey has participated in the
Turkey-Gulf strategic dialogue in 2008, to discuss security, political, and eco-
nomic issues, which resulted from the US war against Afghanistan and Iraqg.
The Turkey-Gulf dialogue is a response to the security vacuum and strategic
ambiguity in the Middle East which resulted in the establishment of terrorist
groups that threatened the national security of Turkey and the Gulf states and
increased the Iranian influence on them. Consequently, economic, cultural,
and political relations were developed between Turkey and the Gulf states.
However, the security disturbances, conflicts, and political events in the re-
gion showed up the big differences in the political position between Turkey
and Qatar on one hand, and Saudi Arabia and UAE on the other. As such,
Turkey and Qatar strongly supported the Arab Spring, and both states sup-
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ported the protestors; requests which were based on the cry for “Freedom,
Social Justice, and the overthrow of autocratic regimes”. This political posi-
tion was rejected by Saudi Arabia and UAE that tried to foil the Arab Spring.
This divide between the countries had a great impact on the development
relations between Turkey and Qatar and in 2014, it drove the two countries to
establish the Supreme Strategic Committee to cooperate in strategic affairs.
This committee has approved the establishment of a new Turkish military
base in Qatar that contributed to strengthening Qatars position in the face
of a Gulf crises. this article examines the underlying factors that contributed
to the recent strategic and increased military relations between Turkey and
Qatar. Despite persisted regional challenges to sustain strategic ties of both
countries, current regional dynamics in the Middle East and the recent Gulf
Crisis provides instructive opportunities for the implementation of a military
agreement between both Turkey and Qatar, in addition, it discusses the brief
revisits historical factors since the time of the Ottoman, creating a bedrock
for a modern bilateral tie between Turkey and Qatar. Discussions then explore
more recent factors, highlighting similar political attitudes of both Turkey and
Qatar in many regional and international concerns. Thirdly, factors the vital of
the economic cooperation, the fourth discuss the state of ambiguity and se-
curity vacuum which bring the relevance of Turkey into the current geopolitics
of the Middle East, and finally, the 2017 Qatar and Gulf Crisis which cement-
ed further a stronger strategic relation between Turkey and Qatar.
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