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Abstract: This article suggests a research subfield that studies the rhetoric of
audiences in literary works. The suggested subfield tackles the responses made by
audiences in literary fiction works such as short stories, novels, plays, epics, etc. This
subfield provides a new perspective to literary fiction that enables a revisiting to a
huge data of classical and modern works through investigating the individual and
collective responses to oppressing and liberating discourses. It, also, explores the
relation between the responses of fictional characters in literary writings and the real
ones in real worlds. The article combines two sections. The theoretical one introduces
the proposed subfield: its scope, goals, research questions and academic importance.
The second analytical section explores the rhetorical responses in an Arabic short
story collection by Mohamed Al-Makhzanjy entitled ‘Sayyad AlNaseem’. I analyze
the characters (nonO rhetorical responses to the discourse of oppression in five short
stories to investigate their production processes, discursive structures, forms and
impacts.

Keywords: Rhetoric of Audiences, Arabic literature, (non) rhetorical responses,
oppression, resistance, Mohamed Makhzangi, Sayyad AlNaseem.
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