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ABSTRACT

Advertising discourse analysis: A study of selected samples of

women’s blogs on the virtual space

Branding has entered a new environment—social media—that helps it
exploit all the available ways to make a profit. As it is considered an
influential channel of communication between the marketer and the
consumer, companies have changed from traditional ways of advertising to
keep pace with technological progress; social media advertising helps in the
rapid spread of content to reach the highest number of people in a given
demographic so a brand can achieve increased sales and traffic on websites.
Brands have also invested in influencers on social media who are interested
in the fields of fashion, health, and beauty. These bloggers are often referred

b

to as “fashionistas,” and they are important to brands for their ability to
influence the purchasing decisions of the public through their talent of
persuasion, social and intellectual authority, social status, and their knowledge
of fashion and beauty products and trends. Therefore, this study aimed to
analyze digital social media advertising through critical discourse analysis and
semiotics to reveal methods that are used to persuade consumers. The study
also considered linguistic and non-linguistic perspectives and strategies of
influence and persuasion. The results of the study revealed that, to win over
the recipient, Instagram ads used a great deal of colloquial linguistic methods
with words unfamiliar in the language of traditional advertising, and that their
influencers rely heavily on self-presentation in advertising images to build
credibility and trust with their audience. To achieve greater confidence of the

audience, the fashionista aspired to provide better content.



Keywords: Virtual Advertising Discourse, Discourse Analysis, Critical
Discourse Analysis, Semiotics, Semiotics of Images, Social Media, Instagram,

Social Media Influencers, Influencer Marketing
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#ComfortAbayaFabCon

Keeping my Abayas looking fabulous
and new with every wash is easy with
@ComfortArabia's new Fabric
Conditioner. The Rose and Oud
scented formulas keep color locked in
and leave a lingering scent for longer.
What scent of #ComfortAbayaFabCon
would you like to try?
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@gqucci

#guccieyewear

I've been telling my friends the 70's
are coming back!

| am just falling in love with the
reinvented shades from Gucdi, |
absolutely adore that these

colors are exclusive for the Middle
East @

Ladies, get your vintage look
#Guccikyewear@Gucci
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