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ABSTRACT

This study revolves around defining the rights of the State of Qatar in (the
seabed and oceans area outside the national jurisdiction of coastal states),
which the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention regulated in Part Eleven and
Annex lll, and discussing the legal framework that governs the investment

and exploitation of this area and the use of mineral resources it contains.

The crux of the study is the attempts to explain and clarify a legal
mechanism to be utilized by the State of Qatar under the governance of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982, which was

ratified and wholly adopted under Decree No. (41 of 2003).

This study was divided into three sections: an introductory section and
two main sections. The introductory section examined the definition of the
seabed and ocean area outside the national jurisdiction of coastal states,
then the stages of the historical development of its legal status within the
framework of the United Nations. The study then devoted the first main
section to explaining the most important principles governing the exercise
of the right to exploit wealth in (the area), which was granted by the United
Nations General Assembly via Resolution No. (2749) of December 17,
1970 and codified by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of

the Sea in Part Eleven.

While the study, in the second section, dealt with the dimensions of
Qatar's exercise of the right to exploit the wealth of (the area). This topic

was divided into three main segments, through which the study explained



the legal basis for the exercise by the State of Qatar and its citizens of
the right to exploit the wealth of (the area) and the rights and obligations
of the State of Qatar and its citizens in the exploitation contract, in addition
to the role of the International Seabed Authority in activating the right of
the Government of Qatar and its affiliated entities to exploit (the area) in
light of the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention and the 1994 New York

Executive Agreement.
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30 United Nations, General Assembly, “Resolution no. 2574: Question of the reservation

exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof,

underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction, and the use of their

resources in the interests of mankind,” 24" session, 15/12/1969, available online at:
https://bit.ly/3qg8OF8
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32 United Nations, General Assembly, “Resolution no. 2749: Declaration of Principles

Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil Thereof, beyond the Limits of

National Jurisdiction,” 25" session, 17/12/1970, available online at: https:/bit.ly/360YG5I
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> United Nations, General Assembly, “Resolution no. 2467: Examination of the question of
the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the
subsoil thereof, underlying the high seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction, and
the use of their resources in the interests of mankind,” Resolutions adopted on the reports of
the First Committee, 21/12/1968, available online at: https://bit.ly/3udgj2S
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> United Nations, General Assembly, “Resolution no. 2574,” Op. cit.
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Ibid.
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