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ABSTRACT

Civil liability for errors by artificial intelligence (Robots)

Ghadeer Ayman Shaat, Master of Private Law.
June 2022.

Topic: Civil Liability of Robot Errors.
Thesis Supervisor: Dr. AlSalheen Mohammed Abubakr.

The advancement in artificial intelligence (Al) has highlighted State of Qatar
one of the most significant investors and developers within artificial intelligence and
robotics aspect. Especially with establishing the Artificial Intelligence Committee was
formed in Qatar to accelerate the technological advancement as a pillar of Qatar’s 2030
vision. This vision aims to enhance the prospects of knowledge and economic growth,
especially in the field of manufacturing. This is through using robots in various aspects
such as the industrial, medical, economic, educational, sports, service, and other fields
in Qatar society. Therefore, the role of robots and their application in Qatar is becoming
increasingly significant due to their high intelligence and efficiency. Considering that
robots work with high intelligence by working automatically and completing various
tasks as soon as they are turned on. This raises several queries about the role of these
robots when they cause harm to humans. Therefore, the main question is how people
can claim legal compensation for these kinds of damages which are caused by robots.
As well as questioning whether people can refer to these robots or obtain compensation

from them.

From this perspective, this study focuses on the civil liability of robots and the
possibility of holding them the responsibility when they cause problems that affect
humans. This study will be conducted through clarifying the nature and types of robots.
In addition to clarifying the nature of the civil liability of robot, and the extent to which
these robots relate to the legal personality considering the general rules. Furthermore,
this study will present the principles of civil liability of the robot through contractual
and tortious liability. The analogy of this is based on the traditional theories that are

limited to the idea of censoring and guarding dangerous objects. The study will also



shade lights on the idea of granting legal personality in an attempt to find a future
solution when recognizing robot as a legal personality. Moreover, this study deals with
the convening and lawsuit of civil liability by identifying the parties to the lawsuit and
compensation. In addition to assessing the possibility of evading or abstaining from

civil liability as a result of external factors or due to a sudden accident.

Key Words:
Artificial Intelligence — Robots - Civil Liability - Legal Personality of Artificial

Intelligence.
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Davis on July 1, 2016.
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For more information see: https://mashable.com/article/drone-improves—tennis—training .

visit date: 12/1/2022
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>ITech Insider, Posted video on: http://t.co/Fp1fi3LC2G , October ,2020.

Also available on Twitter : @TechInsider Tweet on October 3, 2020

52 See https://www.iliferobot.com/about/ , 2010

>3Samuel Gibbs , article, Robots, The Guardian, May 31, 2016
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“Voice—controlled companion, whose touchscreen face shows its emotions, can entertain
kids and control the lights. Asus's chairman, Jonney Shih, introduces Zenbo: 'Our ambition
is to enable robotic computing for every household." «
https://ar.warbletoncouncil.org/los—6—tipos—: kil eliall cigis Nl Jon Clagleall (ga aijal >
2022/1/12 =830 &, « robots—principales—15683

55

Robotics projects and learning concepts in science, (Barak, M., & Zadok, Y. (2009)
technology and problem solving. International Journal of Technology and Design Education.
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3 Milan Markovic, Rise of the Robot Lawyers? “ the ability of intelligent machines to

perform core legal tasks, such as document discovery, legal research, document drafting,
and the prediction of case outcomes”, 2019,p 331.
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61 'Can Al Be a Fair Judge in Court? Estonia Think So. “Estonia plans to use an artificial
intelligence program to decide some small — claims cases, part of a push to make
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Intelligent Robots Development and Distribution, second article, Act. No. 9014, Mar. 28,
2008, intelligent robot means a mechanical device that perceives the external environment
for itself,

Jdiscerns circumstances and moves voluntarily”.
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121 Etienne Wery, 2020 mars, Quel régime de responsabilité¢ appliquer a l'intelligence
artificielle?

” Les fabricants de produits ou de contenu numérique intégrant une

technologie numérique émergente devraient étre responsables des dommages causés par

des défauts de
leurs produits, méme si le défaut résulte des modifications apportées au produit sous le
contréle du

producteur aprés sa mise sur le marché”.
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Faculté de Droit, UNIVERSITE LIBANAISE, 2017, p.80.
“il disait que La doctrine défendant la personnalité juridique du robot suggére
I’immatriculation de la machine dans un registre spécial, pour identifier chaque robot et
ultérieurement I’assurer L’imprévisibilité des actes d’un robot intelligent, et la difficulté de
déterminer a priori des normes susceptibles de couvrir toutes les situations possibles de ses
comportements dommageables, justifient la nécessité d’instauration d’un mécanisme
d’assurance et d’immatriculation propre aux robots.”
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199 EU Law Rules on Robotics & A.l. in the Making, “General principles : AD " whereas

under the current legal framework robots cannot be held liable per se for acts or omissions

that cause damage to third parties; whereas the existing rules on liability cover cases where

the cause of the robot’s act or omission can be traced back to a specific human agent such

as the manufacturer, the operator, the owner or the user and where that agent could have

foreseen and avoided the robot’s harmful behavior ; whereas, in addition, manufacturers,

operators, owners or users could be held strictly liable for acts or omissions of a robot'.

update 1/2017

See: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2017-0051_EN.html visit

date: 15/2/2022
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