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ABSTRACT

Impact of Contingency Excuse on the Execution of Contractual Obligation of the
Rent Contracts with Reference to Corona Virus: A Jurisprudential Study in

Comparison with the Qatari Law and Employment Contract

The World Health Organization (WHQO) in March 2020 described Covid-19 as pandemic and
called on all nations to consider it as such. Following this, there have been concerns from
different quarters regarding the nature and characteristics of this novel health challenge
especially after many countries have imposed lockdown on business activities which
necessitated the downsizing of workers in various workplaces. This has resulted in many loses
being recorded and has had negative effects on the extant rent contracts. Consequently, the
experts in the jurisprudence and law have been prompted to exert their efforts (ljtihad) with a
view to finding a suitable description for this situation which has been brought about by the
pandemic. As such, there have been divergent opinions about it arising from disagreement
which has made different communities to be concerned as they strive to find legal solutions
to the problem especially with regard to legal matters relating to rent contracts. As one of the
countries of the world, Qatar has also been greatly affected by the Covid-19. Due to this, this
paper is out to highlight major forms of rent and examine how the pandemic has affected them
with a view to arriving at appropriate and practicable solutions. This shall be done through the
study of jurisprudence in comparison with the Qatari civil law and Employment contract. The
researcher has discovered that the principle of Contingency Excuse is the appropriate way in
the jurisprudence by which to relate with the Covid-19 to address the imbalance in the
contracts arising from the unexpected change in situations. As such, the researcher seeks to
study this problem by providing answer to a central question namely, what is the impact of
the Contingency Excuse on the contractual obligation with reference to rent contracts? Also,
associated questions shall be addressed accordingly. To achieve the objective of this research,
descriptive and analytical methods have been employed. The researcher has arrived at a
central finding which is that the Contingency Excuse has a remarkable impact on the rent
contract. This fact has been acknowledged by the Qatari law in agreement with the Hanafi
School of law because this position is more in consonance with the realities of the

contemporary time whereby circumstances of the contract tend to change. As such, this

c



situation necessitates the change in legal rule in order to forestall injury or loss and protect the
rights of the contracting parties so that they are not made to be liable for the loss. For, had the
contracting parties known of the Contingency Excuse they would not have entered into the
contract. This is especially so if one of them has been affected by the loss which was never
envisaged in the terms of the rent contract. The researcher makes some recommendations

which seek to address impacts of the Contingency Excuse on rent contracts.

Keywords: Corona Virus, Pandemic, Contingency Excuse, Epidemic, Emergency

Situations, Overriding Force.
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