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Transboundary Waters in the Arab Region: From Conflict to
Benefit-Sharing and Regional Cooperation
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This special issue focuses on academic discussions in the field of water cooperation and
diplomacy, which have garnered increased attention in recent decades due to growing
threats to the use of shared water resources. The contributions in this special issue aim
to understand the challenges of transboundary water cooperation and its prospects
in the Arab region. The materials illustrate how water cooperation in the Arab region
is essential, necessitating more engaged strategies in water diplomacy and regional
collaboration. Arab countries have recently been affected by external dominance
policies imposed by neighbouring countries regarding water, often struggling to find
appropriate responses. The evolution of international water law has not been sufficient
to effectively resolve conflicts between countries. However, this issue also highlights
that water diplomacy alone is insufficient to address the multifaceted water issues in
the region. Many of these problems stem from decades of failure to develop sustainable
water management at the local level.
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2 Shafiqul Islam & Amanda C. Repella, "Water Diplomacy: A Negotiated
Approach to Manage Complex Water Problems," Journal of Contemporary
Water Research & Education, vol. 155, no. 1 (2015); Jacob D. Petersen-Perlman
& Jennifer C. Veilleux & Aaron T. Wolf, "International Water Conflict and
Cooperation: Challenges and Opportunities,” Water International, vol. 42,
no. 2 (2017).

3 Jeroen F. Warner & Mark Zeitoun, "International Relations Theory and
Water Do Mix: A Response to Furlong's Troubled Waters, Hydro-Hegemony
and International Water Relations," Political Geography, vol. 27, no. 7 (2008).

4 Jeroen Warner et al., "Transboundary 'Hydro-Hegemony": 10 Years
Later,"” WIREs Water, vol. 4, no. 6 (2017).

5 James Kraska, "Sharing Water, Preventing War—Hydrodiplomacy in
South Asia," Diplomacy & Statecraft, vol. 20, no. 3 (2009).
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1  UN-ESCWA & BGR, Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia
(New York, 2013), accessed on 23/4/2023, at: http://tinyurl.com/yc798zp6
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9 Mohammad Al-Saidi & Amr Hefny, "Institutional Arrangements for
Beneficial Regional Cooperation on Water, Energy and Food Priority Issues
in the Eastern Nile Basin," Journal of Hydrology, vol. 562 (2018).
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6 Undala Alam, Ousmane Dione & Paul Jeffrey, "The Benefit-Sharing
Principle: Implementing Sovereignty Bargains on Water," Political Geography,
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The Benefits of Cooperation on International Rivers," Water Policy, vol. 4,
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Role of International Organizations and Regional Integration,” Policy
Research Working Paper 2872, World Bank, 2002; Halla Qaddumi, "Practical
Approaches to Transboundary Water Benefit Sharing," Working Paper 292,
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