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The cognitive approach to sound symbolism:

The etymological poetics in Amal Dunkul's experience

Mohie Eldine Muhasseb
Minia University. Egypt

muhassebe @hotmail.com

Abstract:

The relationship between the sound of a word and its meaning, or what we may
call (sound-meaning mappings), has long been proposed to be critically important for
language evolution, or for its epistemological status. This article tries to investigate the
cognitive dimensions and semantic features which are evoked by the perceived qualities
of the linguistic sounds in their concentrations at varying frequencies or modulations. In
Cognitive linguistics, sound symbolism is dealt with according to the perspective that
some phonological features are correlated dirictly with some semantic and cognitive
variables. Some of poetic texts of the Egyptian poet (Amal Dunqul), and some of his
critical writings, are put in the light of this investigation. In our discussion of what
we have called his (etymological poetics) we have mentioned to sound symbolism roots
in ancient philosophy, and we have examined its significance and effects in the cognitive
reactions of some prominent literary figures in their approaches to Dunqul's poetry.

Keywords:

Sound-meaning mappings- language evolution- Semantic features- linguistic sounds-
Sound symbolism- Phonological features- Cognitive linguistics- literary figures
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® (http://esdev.uzh.ch/en/iconicity/index.php?sub
action=showfull&id=1197027659&archive=&
start_from=&ucat=2&)

® (http://home.comcast.net/~sean.day/syn-
bibliography. htm)

® (http://reduplication.uni-graz.at/).

® (http://www.flong.com/texts/lists/list_
synesthesia_bibliography/)

® (http://www.trismegistos.com MagicalLetterP-
age/Bibliography.html)

® Ahlner, Felix & Jordan Zlativ (2010): Cross-
Modal Iconicity: A Cognitive Semiotic
Approach to Soundsymbolism. In: Sign Systems
Studies 38. on: https://www.ceeol.com/content-
files/document-9736.pdf

® Aniruddh D. Patel & Joseph R. Daniele: An
empirical comparison of rhythm in language
and Music. P. B43. In: Cognition 87 (2003)
B35-B45. On: www.elsevier.com/locate/cognit

@ Asa Abelin (1999):Studies inSound Symbolism.
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Doctoral Dissertation, in: Department of
Linguistics, Goteborg University, Sweden.
www.ling.gu.se /~ abelin/ny%?20inlaga.pdf

®depts.washington.edu/uwcl/matrix/sfd/
Drellishak%20-%?20Phon esthem es.pdf

@ Frawley, William J. (ed.) 2003: International
Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2d edition. V4.
Oxford University Press. (Sound Symbolism)

@ Hinton, Leanne, Johanna Nichols, and John,
J. Ohala (eds.) 1994: Sound Symbolism.
Cambridge University Press.

@ http://www.jehat.com/ar/amal/page-9.htm
@ http://www.percepp.com/soundsmb.htm
@ http://www.trismegistos.com

@ http://www.trismegistos.com/MagicalLetterP-
age

@ khartoumspace.uofk.edu:8080

® Land, S., 1974, from Signs To Propositions:
The Concept Of Form In Eighteenth Century
Semantic Theory, pp20-30. Longman Group,
London

® Lyons, J, 1968,: Introduction To Theoretical
Linguistics, Cambridge.

® M. Clymer (2008): Sound Patterns and Meaning
in Catalan Poetry: A Literature Review on
Cognitive Poetics. On: Clymer_thesis_2008.
pdf, Thesis, 4.653Mb, PDF

® Magnus, Margaret (1998), The Gods of the
Word: Archetypes in the Consonants, Thomas
Jefferson University Press, Kirksville, MO.

@ Mihailo Antovi¢: Half a Century of Generative
Linguistics — What Has the Paradigm Given
to Social Science?. In: Series: Linguistics and
Literature Vol. 5, No 1, 2007, pp31-46. On:
facta.junis.ni.ac.rs/1al/1al2007/1a12007-04.pdf

® Vladan  Pavlovié:  Cognitive  Linguistics
and English Language Teaching at English
Departments. P. 80. Series: Linguistics and
Literature Vol. 8, No 1, 2010, pp79-90. On: facta.
junis.ni.ac.rs/lal/1al201001/1a1201001-07.pdf
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