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The E.R.C Journal Thirteen Year Issue No. 26 Julay 2004

Students’ Attitudes towards the Curriculum and
Instruction of the English Language Program at King
Faisal University

Dr. Duleim Masoud Al-Qahtani1

Abstract: This descriptive study aims at investigating and
analyzing the attitudes of students of the Intensive English
Language Program at King Faisal University towards the
curriculum and instruction of the said program for development
purposes. The sample of the study consisted of 308 students
representing all the male and female students enrolled in the
preparatory year at the colleges of medicine and architecture in
Dammam university campus during 1996. A questionnaire of 58
responses was distributed . 42 of them cover the curriculum, 7
cover the instruction, and 9 about students’ evaluation of the
program. The data were analyzed then discussed. The findings
were in general not different from the previous research though
some carry a divergence from the theories which have been
accepted for quite some time. Some of the prominent results are:
students' preference of native teachers, speaking Arabic in class
to explain new vocabulary, using language laboratories, adding
the speaking skill to the program, using computers in learning the
language, adding a workshop to the program, and using (English-
Arabic + Arabic-English) dictionaries. They did not show interest
in learning more than they should. The study shows how
university language programs differ in some facets from general
language programs. Therefore, the study ends with some
recommendations that ought to be taken into account in the
curriculum and instruction of college or university English
language programs. The overall evaluation of the program by
students came out as “good”.

1- Head of English Language Center, Jubail Industrial College, Saudi Arabia.
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