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Family Values in The Home
Economics Curriculum

Aisha Ahmed Fakhro

ABSTRACT: This study aims at identifying the extent to which the Home
Economics textbooks (HEC) for the secondary school students in the state
of Qatar contributes in presenting the values that the members of the family
believe in.

The researcher listed a number of family values after she had
consulted the relevant literature. Then she asked a number of experts to
study the list and give her their opinion a bout the values in the list. After
that she prepared the final list in the light the experts’ comments. Then she
selected the home Economics textbook for the three levels of the secondary
schools and carried out a content analysis of the textbooks. The content
analysis was done according to the following scheme: First the unit of
registration which is the (Idea) contained. And the idea was classified as
implicit and explicit: second, the unit of context and this is the paragraph,
which embodies the idea. The validity of the content analysis was verified
by asking another expert to carry out the same analysis.

However, the reliability of the analysis was done through measuring
the agreement between the researcher and her. The result of the analysis has
revealed that (1) there was a list of family values, which must be included in

the textbooks -(2) Some of the values in the list prepared by the researcher

were not included in the textbooks. However some values were given
greater emphasis than was given of them in the list, to viz, health, learning
some arts and crafts. (3) Absence of any linking and balancing in presenting
the values. Finally, the researcher suggested the home Economics experts
must be consulted in writing of textbooks so to include the family values in
them.
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