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Meaning and Values in College Grades:
A Case Study of Yarmouk University

Yousef M. Sawalmeh

Abstract: The Purpose of the study was to determine the practices followed in
assigning college grades and to investigate the meaning professors associate with
grades and the values they consider in the grading process. A sample of (69)
professors from four colleges (Arts, Science, Economics, and Education) at Yarmouk
University responded to 9 grading scenarios in two ways-with multiple-choice
responses indicating what they would do and with written responses to the question
“Why did you make this choice?” A coding scheme based on Messick’s (1989)
progressive matrix of validity facets was used for quantitative and qualitative analyses
of written responses. Chi-Square test for independence was used to study the
relationship between the grading practices and the meaning and values associated
with the grades. The results indicated that the meaning of the grades is closely related
to the student work, and the professors depend on achievement and non-achievement
factors in the grading process, and they are concerned about béing fair.

46






