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Effectiveness of Hypertext Technology in Teaching Freshman
Chemistry at College Level (Faculty of Science, King Abdul
Aziz University)

Dr. Hala Taha Baksh '

Abstract : This study aimed at empirically investigating the
effectiveness of using the hypertext technology that characterizes
electronic hypermediated writing. Hypertext is a special
technology that creates hyperlinks to databases using the
hypertext technology that characterizes electronic hypermediated
documents. Hypertext is a special technology that creates
hyperlinks to databases using cross-references, hyperdocuments
and hyperlinks, thus enabling a reader to navigate the data basis
at hand in an easy, effortless and interesting fashion. The study
done on the chemistry department freshmen at the Faculty of
Science of King Abdul Aziz University made use of chemistry
modules available online at <http:www.Chemtutor.com>
branching from www.chemtutor.com in the form of
hypermediated texts and graphs for the experimental group that
studied the modules online. As for the control group sample, a
paper linear text was downloaded and printed for them to study
in a traditional paper and pencil classroom. The researcher made
use of a post-test experimental/ control group design to conduct
the study. The posttest, prepared by the researcher, tapped
learning chemical concepts presented in the modules (the same in
the hard and soft versions) after subjects of the study had studied
them. Findings of this study confirms the suggestions and
statements in the literature that hypermediated learning material
make for easy, interesting, and efficient learning more than the
tradition paper and pencil materials taught in ordinary classes.
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