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The Effect of the Omani School Teachers’ Experience and
Observed Performance on Their Students’ Acquisition of the
Skill of Reading Map Symbols.
Jawadat A. Saadeh Gazi J. Khalifeh

The present study attempted to answer the following major
question: What is the effect of the Omani school teachers’ experience
and observed preformance on the acquisition of the skill of reading
map symbols for the First Secondary students?

The sample of the study was made up of nine secondary
schools which were randomly selected. The subjects were (810) male
and female students. Twenty of the twenty-four social studies
teachers at those nine schools were observed when they taught the
map unit in the First Secondary geography text-book.

An achievement test containing 30 muitiple-choice items
dealing with map symbol reading skills was used in this study.
Content validity of the test was established by giving the test to a
panel of judges. The reliability of the test was calculated by using
Cronbach’s Alpha, the co-efficient was 0.86. The study also used an
observation checklist for observing the geography teachers’
performance on the map symbols reading skills. The validity of the
checklist was established by a panel of judges and its reliability was
calculated by using Cooper’s Formula. The inter-raters’ mastery
percentages were (83.3%), (84.2%), and (86%) respectively.

The statistical analysis of the data was done by using the
SPSS statistical package and the Two-way ANCOVA. The results of
the study showed that there were statistically significant differences
in the First Seconcary Omani students’ acquisition of map symbols
reading skills. These differences were attributed to the teachers’
levels of experience and observed performance. There were no
statistically significant differences in the students’ degree of
acquisition based on the interaction between the levels of teaching
experience and observed performance. Tukey’s multiple comparisons
showed that there were statistically significant differences between
every two means of the First Secondary school students’ acquisition
of map symbols reading skills in favor of the higher teaching
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experience and observed performance levels of the geography
teachers.

The researchers recommended that a study needs to be
undertaken to find out what effect training workshops for geography
teachers may have on their students’ acquisition of map symbols
reading skills. They also recommended that the observation checklist
which was developed in this study be given to the policy makers in
the Ministry of Education in the Sultanate of Oman who may put it
to good use.
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