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Poetry

and Contemporary Political
Changes in the Arab Gulf Region

Dr. Nouria Saleh Al-Roumi
Department Of Arabic - Faculty of Arts
University of Kuwait

Abstract

This paper is mainly concerned with the contemporary
political changes that took place in the wake of President
Nasser's sudden death in 1970, at a time when the Arab
World found itself in a tremendous political vacuum. A number
of Arab leaders hoped to fill that gap then, particularly Saddam
Hussein who chose to wave the flag of Arab nationalism and
unity, and pledged support to the liberation of the Palestinian
homeland. In so doing, he relied on a highly frenzied discourse
that aimed to stir up the emotions of impassioned Arab masses.
Saddam's war with Iran was an example not only of emotional
rhetoric but erratic action as well.

The Iraqi mass-media projected Saddam Hussein as a national
hero, a savior, and a long-awaited-for leader who would fill that
polictical and national vacuum felt after the death of Nasser. Small

military victories were magnified to the public particularly the
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so-called Qadisiya battle, where he was meant to appear as the
countcrpart of the Arab Islamic leader, Khalid Bin Al Walid.

It was with little surprise that many Arab pocts, Gulf poets in
particular, sang the praise of the Iraqi leader. His image as
national hero and redeemer occupied, though not for very long,
the forefront of contemporary poetic imagination. Baghdad, the
Iraqi capital, hosted the annual Mirbid cultural festival which
became central attraction for Arab poets in general, and Gulf

poets in particular, and witness to the poetic glorification of Saddam.

The Iraqi-Iranian war ended in 1988, claiming thousands of
casualties, It soon ripped off false masks and exposed the real
intentions of the so-called Arab national hero: Saddam invaded
Kuwait August 2nd, 1990 to the amazement of Kuwait, the Arab
countries and the world at large. Baghdad, the city of hope soon
turned into a city of disillusionment and defeat.

This paper aims to contribute to critical literary studies with

focus on the Kuwaiti crisis at the time of Iraqi invasion.
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