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The Global Awareness And International Orientations
of Foreign Students in the International Islamic University Malaysia

Aref T. Atari

Abstract : This study aimed at investigating the level of global awareness
and international orientations of the sojourners of the International Islamic
University Malaysia (ITUM) . The study also investigated the effects of the
independent variables: gender, living abroad, nationality, major, and
academic level. A two-part questionnaire was employed. The first part was
concerned with the global awareness and was divided into three clusters:
concern with international issues, cross-cultural issues, and open-
mindedness. The second was dedicated to the international orientations of
the subjects and was divided into four clusters: free travel and residence,
international cooperation, international organizations, and national policies.

The study was conducted in the first semester of the academic year
1996/1997. The target population/sample was the 1234 sojourners in the
ITUM. However only 834 questionnaires were eligible to analyze. The
results showed internationally oriented sojourners with a higher level of
global awareness. There was a positive correlation between the global
awareness and the international orientations. The results were affected, to a
great extent, by the independent variables.
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