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Reading Questions and its Examination
in Primary Schools

Fatma Al-Mattawa'a

Abstract: The study aims at investigating reading textbooks and
examination questions in primary schools using Bloom's classification of the
various levels of cognitive objectives, within the framework of conceptual
reading skills (direct cognition-referential cognition-critical cognition-
aesthetic cognition) on the one hand, and at determining the diversity scope
of these questions in view of objective and say questions on the other.

For this purpose the researcher prepared a worksheet in duplicate
and used one for the analysis of reading subjects' questions in school
textbooks and the other for the analysis of final examination test’s
questions. Reading subjects' questions were 681 and examination questions
were 352.

Results indicated that reading subjects' questions in this grade are
obviously concerned with the conceptual and reciting levels. Conceptual
levels' questions were 47.3% followed by reciting 40.8% while application;
analysis, structural and assessment levels scored insignificant rates.

Reading examination test questions focussed on reciting levels 50.3%,
conceptual reading 31.1% application 9.1% and the remaining levels scored
much lower rates.

Results also revealed that reading subjects place more emphasis on
direct conceptual reading skills from textbook and referential cognition than
metaconitive skills such as criticism and aestheticism. Rates were at the
following order : Direct cognition 57.6%, referential cognition 34.5% and
critical cognition 6.9% and aesthetic cognition 1.7%. Examination test
questions focussed on direct cognition of meaning by 68% and referential
cognition by 32%.

Results also showed that the prevalent type of questions in reading
subjects is the say questions 65.8% compared to 34.4% for subjective
questions while some balance was found in the number of say and
subjective questions in reading examination tests i.e. 51.4% and 48.6%
respectively.

Finally the researcher made some proposals and recommendations in
view of the results of the study. '






